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ECCLESIASTICAL AF F Al RS. 


WHIG ALLIANCE. 


ADDRESS TO DISSENTERS. 
FELLOW-DISSENTERS— 


You have leaned upon a reed, and it has pierced 
you. You have trusted in the Whigs, and they have 
betrayed you. A full lap of bitter fruits is the re- 
ward you reap from your mistaken policy. In the 
danger which threatens your most valued institutions 
—danger which it will require almost superhuman 
effort to avert—you realize the fatal consequences of 
making your principles subordinate to party. The 
hour of retribution is come. Again and again 
were you forewarned, but you believed not. You 
smiled incredulously at all premonition. You had 
wrestled a throw with a Graham, and had prevailed 
—you had nothing to fear from either the disposition 
or the will of a Russell. And now the new scheme 
of education, like a gale, catches you among the shoals. 

Our purpose is far other than to reproach you. 
Hard as have been your thoughts of us, we have no 
heart to measure back to you, in this hour of your dis- 
tress, the scorn with which, when you were at ease, 
a cast away from you our oft-repeated predictions. 

e never yet sought to disturb your repose, but in 
love to your principles. Not malignity, but fidelity, 
dictated our stern denunciations of the course you 
were pursuing. The end we had in view is now 
gained. Your eyes are opened. The party whom 
you helped into power, and who, but for your 
strenuous and persevering aid, would have had no 
talons wherewith to strike you, have disclosed their 
ruling purpose That purpose is, not only not yours, 
but is exactly the reverse of it. You have been 
dazzled with fine professions, merely that you might 
be used to ends which you repudiate. At great cost, 
both pecuniary and moral, you have furnished a 
handle for the axe which is to hew down your dearest 
interests. And great as would have been your indig- 
nation at the insidious scheme of education, by whom- 
soever proposed, you naturally feel that its concoction 
and promulgation by the Whigs superadds the 
sharpness of treachery to the smart of a great wrong. 
Your former allies pour vitriol into the wound they 
have inflicted on your peace. 

Your persistent adherence to the party now in 
power, if it cannot be excused—and surely you will 
not now excuse it—may yet admit of some extenua- 
tions. In days gone by, the Whigs were identified 
as a party with some leading principles of Govern- 
ment in which you took a deep and earnest interest. 
Historical associations lent a glory to their name, 
long after their deeds had robbed them of all claim 
upon your confidence. ‘They had, moreover, led you 
forward to more than one important victory—had 
won for you a less harassing position as citizens— 
had conceded to you some rights long withheld. 
Gratitude, therefore, had some share in shaping your 
policy—cast a mantle of forgiveness over a multitude 
of sins—and prevailed upon you to receive on easy 
trust, and without close examination, professions and 
practices which would hardly have borne strict scru- 
tiny. Political kindness was so new to you that it 

unmanned you. It warmed you into perfect pliability. 
It kindled in you a generosity which outstepped all 
the bounds of prudence and of duty. It enticed you 
from truth to Wiles. It gave spontaneously to 
Lord John Russell that persevering support which 
ought to have been reserved for high and sacred 
principles, 

Some misgivings must occasionally have twinged 
the most reliant among you. The Whigs, although 
they cannot be absolved from the charge of treachery, 

‘ave not descended very deep into the arts of decep- 
ion. They flourished before you banners upon which 
they had ‘inscribed those vague and all-convenient 
terms“ Civil and Religious Liberty.” But they thrust 


| before you also, with nearly equal assiduity, declara- 


tions of firm attachment to the Established Church. 
They sneered at your voluntary principle. They con- 
temptuously flipped their fingers in the face of your 
religious teachers. They gave you Colonial Bishops 
and Workhouse Chaplains. They sided with Sir 
James Graham in his attack upon your schools. By 
less resolvedly confiding partizans they might have 
been understood ere this. ‘Their measures best in- 
terpret their electioneering professions. Maynooth 
indicated the direction in which their Liberalism 
would run. The policy of endowing the Roman 
Catholic clergy in . scheme upon which 
their hearts are avowedly set- developes into flower 
the germ which lies hid in their notions of religious 
liberty. No! you have not been wholly deceived— 
at least, by them. Much of your delusion must be 
traced to your own cherished state of mind. You 
looked at everything Whiggish through a discolour- 
ing medium. You saw friendliness where it did not, 
and could not, exist. You blinked the danger which 
plainly enough lay at your feet. That you are now 
surprised, we doubt not. That you have a right to 
be so, we question. The net has been spread for you 
in your very sight. And although you could not be 
expected to anticipate the precise measure which is 
destined to lay you prostrate before an imperious 


Church Establishment, the object of that measure, you 


had sufficient reason to believe, would be pursued by 
the Whigs, either more or less directly. 

And now, having done with the past, let us bury it 
out of our sight. We have taken you to look upon 
its livid features, only that our mutual course for the 
future may be decided upon with fitting solemnity of 
resolution. We are all involved in the same calamity. 
Let us all unite in retrieving more than our lost posi- 
tion! After all, what we have gone through may be 
part of the moral — needed to fit us for what 
we have yet to accomplish. 

The first and most immediate duty is the energetic 
use of all legitimate means to defeat the Whig Minis- 
try in their present insidious purpose. Whilst we do 
this, however, let us prepare ourselves for defeat. All 
the information that has yet reached us represents 
Lord John Russell as determined to brave conse- 
quences, and to follow out his own plan. Should the 
vote of the House of Commons fail him—a most un- 
likely contingency—we must beware of trusting to 
our victory as an indication of our real strength. ‘The 
close proximity of a general election gives us an ad- 
vantage, a sort of adventitious influence, which we 
might look for in vain when members have obtained 
another seven years’ lease of power. Should a grant 
on the Minutes of Council be allowed, we have equal 
reason to guard against a sudden and fitful paroxysm 
of anger. If we really mean to do anything, we must 
be silent and cool. Strong resolutions, passed in 
passion, and forgotten when the period for action has 
arrived, do but expose us to the contempt of all parties. 
Our course must be, not for the nonce, but for good 
and all. 

The next important obligation devolving upon us 
is to cut at once and for ever our alliance with the 
so-called Liberals of the political world. The good 
we have derived from them has ever been more seem- 
ing than real. seer could not, if they would, ad- 
vance our ultimate object—and it is now quite clear 
that they would not if they could. Meanwhile, there 
is no such wide difference between them and their 
opponents, on general matters of national policy, as 
to induce us to lay all our interests, not to say our 
principles, at their feet. Henceforth, we can have no 
great patriotic purpose in common with the Whigs. 
Our connexion with them has gained us very little 
but loss—loss of self-reliant energy, loss of character, 
loss of influence, loss of position. For the little they 
have done for us we have given them more than an 
equivalent. We have helped them to place—they 
are handing us over to priestism. 


Lastly, we must be manly enough to retire upon 
our own principles—ard to lay the basis of a new party 
upon them, and upon them alone. ‘The allegiance 
we have given to the Whigs, must be henceforth 
given to truth. ‘This will place us at once in a ridi- 
culous minority. But unless we are prepared to 
begin the world anew, we have not read the moral 
of our present misfortune. Fellow-Dissenters, you 
must be content to commence on a sound footing 
in a small way. You have a glorious cause in hand 
—but you must stoop to conquer—lose to win—re- 
treat to advance. Take those principles which you 
profess, and swear eternal and undivided fealty to 
them! Gather about them a little but united band! 
Carry them into every nook of the empire, and sum- 


mon all people to gaze upon their beauty! Create, 
by laborious, persevering, indefatigable industry, a 
healthy public opinion! Devote the next ten years 
to this noble work! Bring all your powers into 
the field in this sacred and paramount service! 
Neglect no opportunity! Forego no right! Suffer 
no element of power and progress to lie dormant. 
„Leave the dead to bury their dead.” Let politi- 
cians strive with politicians! It is yours patiently 
to rear up a new temple to liberty; and if you be 
true to your trust, future generations will yet bless 
you for your fidelity—will forgive your errors, and 
glory in your repentance—will rejoice that both were 
overruled for the highest advantages of the empire. 


ANTI-STATE-CHURCH TRIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE, 
APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES AT MANCHESTER, 
( From the Manchester Times, ) 

A meeting of the friends of the Anti-state-church 
movement was held on Monday evening, in the Baptist 
Chapel, York-street, for the purpose of electing two 
delegates to the conference to be held in London on the 
4th May. Mr. Philip Thomson was called to the chair, 
and on the platform were Mr. George Hadfield, Mr. A. 
Prentice, the Rev. Mr. Morris, the Rev. D. Rhys 
Stephen, and Mr. Falvey. 

The CuairMan opened the proceedings by expressing 
regret, on behalf of the Rev. Dr. Nolan and the Rev. 
W. M'‘Kerrow, that they had been unable to be present 
at the meeting. He did not know that it was necessary 
to go fully into the objects of the Association at this 
meeting; but as some of those objects had been mis- 
understood and misrepresented, he might state that they, 
as members of the British Anti-State-Church Associ- 
ation, distinctly disclaimed any interference or wish to 
interfere with the religion of anybody else (hear, 
hear]. They claimed a right to think for themselves, 
and conceded the fullest right to others to do the same. 
They did not oppose the establishment of episcopacy as 
episcopacy; but they opposed the establishment of any 
religion as a state religion [hear, hear]. They denied 
the right of the state to establish or support any religion 
[applause]. ‘They maintained that the right office of 
the magistrate was to maintain the civil rights of all, 
but on no account to interfere with religion [ap- 
plause]. ‘The object of this association was, therefore, 
to separate the church from the state,—applying the 
money of the state to state purposes, and the church 
funds to church purposes; but they were not disposed 
to accomplish their object by any but peaceable means; 
they were not disloyal men,—neither were they men 
disposed to pull down the Old Church, or injure the 
Dean, or do anything by violence [applause and 
laughter]. They were willing to obey the civil magis- 
trate in civil things, because they conceived that to be 
their duty ; but in religious matters they could consent 
to bow before no throne but that of the Eternal [ap- 
plause]. The means by which they proposed to effect 
their object was by awakening the public mind to the 
truth, either by public speaking or the press, and ulti- 
mately, when their opinions had taken sufficient hold 
to influence electors, they intended to make them felt 
in St. Stephen’s [applause |. 

Mr. G. IIAXDriIkLo having been called upon, said that 
he thought the most interesting period of agitations 
was that which might be termed “the day of small 
things!“ [hear]. Ile thought it almost more interest- 
ing than the day of victory to witness the early efforts 
of those who were engaged in the first agitation of a 
great principle,—to see the minds of a comparatively 
few men struggling with and endeavouring to illustrate 
and sustain a principle almost too big for the human 
mind. Yet we could not help feeling that it must 
triumph from the first, for a great truth, however often 
beaten out of the field, could never be conquered: there 
was but one way of conquering a moral right, and that 
was by yielding to it [applause], He had known some- 
thing of days of small things“ in Manchester, and he 
had been more than once highly honoured, as he was 
this night, by being one of a small number, Why, the 
first electioneecring effort in the cause of free-trade was 
made in this office: he referred to the effort to return 
Mr. Poulett Thomson for Manchester, when there were 
already four other candidates in the field, and which 
terminated successfully [applause]. Then he recol- 
lected being present at a small gathering at the York 
Hotel to meet Dr. Bowring, and which resulted in the 
omen e League [applause]. The vice- pre- 
sident of that Gccasion was their respected president of 
this meeting [applause] ;—and the president of that 
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meeting was a gentleman he had now the pleasure of 


seeing present at this meeting. Mr. Archibald Prentice 
[renewed applause]. The sublimity of the thing, to his 
mind, was not in the result, but in the conception [hear 
hear]. It did, no doubt, seem ridiculous and contemptible 


station in life met together and subscribing their 5s. 
apiece to upset the corn-law; but it was in reality 
only one of many instances of what truth, when rightl 
guided and perseveringly sustained, could accomplis 
in this country seplwase He had been honoured by 
being told that he had been ene of another small num- 
ber—that he was the greatest enemy the Whigs had 
whilst in power—that he was instrumental in upsetting 
the ministry of Earl Grey ; but that was not true. The 
Whigs did not fall by his hand or any man’s hand but 
their own [hear, “othe, § And it was their own hand, if 
he was not mistaken, that was doing them the most 
mischief at the present moment—look at the Education 
Bill! [hear, hear, and applause]. But it was his belief 
with regard to this question, that this was not exactly 
the day of small things. He believed that there was 
an amount of conviction in the minds of the people 
that had not been appreciated, and that was not even 
preciated at this moment. The young people were 
rising up with convictions which nothing could now 
overturn, and which must have their result. It was a 
matter of immense moment in what current the opinions 
of the young were turned. It took seven years to 
bring about free-trade after the agitation was fairly 
started; but depend upon it, when the time came for the 
full and thorough agitation of this question, it would 
not take seven years to upset the State-church [hear, 
hear]. The same intelligence that was applied to the 
agitation against the corn-laws, the same perseverance, 
tact, and management—never calling foul names or 
resorting to violence—but relying upon the more potent 
and terrible weapon, argument,—depend upon it such 
means could never fail in this country [applause]. 
Why, what was it they were aiming at? Was it to 
destroy religion? On the contrary, they had the best 
and most religious men in the country to encourage 
them in this cause. It was because they were religious 
men, and true to the interests of religion, that they tried 
to separate it from the State. It was because they were 
convinced of the evil of having achurch which looked to 
the State as its head, and the tendency of such a sys- 
tem to promote irreligion and infidelity, that they wished 
to upset it, and demanded that Christ alone should be 
acknowledged as the only head of his spiritual kingdom. 
In referring to the appointment of a new bishop for 
Manchester, Mr. Hadfield said: — Let the appoint- 
ment of a bishop be made, aud let the dignitary come 
amongst us, and depend upon it he would place himself 
at the head of every bad influence. Why, how many 
evangelical clergymen had we ever had appointed to the 
head of the Collegiate Church of Manchester? Had 
there ever been one within the memory of man? He 
doubted if we had ever bad one in the history of the 
place (hear, hear]. It was an awful circumstance to 
contemplate, was that. He could wish that a petition 
should be got up even now against the appointment. 
There had been a petition once got up in Manchester. 
But there never was a bishop of Manchester talked of 
till we had the Whigs in power, and the sooner the 
Dissenters dissolved partnership with the Whigs the 
better [ap N Mr. Baines said there was a bargain 
between — ohn Russell and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He (Mr. Hadfield) should like to know 
what the terms of that bargain were, and depend upon 
it the particulars of that unconstitutional arrangement 
would be known. He hoped there would be a good 
petition got up, and he could like the chairman to re- 
fer back to the last petition by way of refreshing their 
memory: no doubt it would be found in the Manchester 
Times [loud 1 It was signed by 32,000 in- 
habitants, and he had no doubt, if proper and honest 
means were resorted to (and none other should be used 
by his consent), they would get 50,000 signatures now 
[applause]. He confessed that he was not satisfied with 
the answer of Mr. Milner Gibson as to the intentions 
of Government with respect to additional bishops. It 
was true that we were told the new bishop was not to 
have a seat in the House of Lords; but let them get a 
new bishop, and then, as certain as we had act No. 1, 
so certain should we have act No. 2 grounded upon it 
(hear, hear]. Let them get a bishop, and his introduc- 
tion to the House of Lords would be comparatively an 
easy matter. Mr. Hadfield pointed to the custom of 
making a town-councillor, and even a market-over- 
looker or an ale-taster, swear that he would not use 
his office to the prejudice of the Church of England, 
and said the practice was ludicrous in the highest de- 
gree, but that it was an insult upon the Dissenters. It 
was high a such absurd practices were put an end to 
applause |. 
r. Fauvey then briefly addressed the meeting. 

Mr. Prentice recommen ed the policy of the Anti- 
corn-law League to the adoption of the Anti-state- 
church Association. Now, there was not much use in 
this Anti-state-church agitation endeavouring to con- 
vince Dissenters that the system was bad; there was 
not much use in making them believe that they were 
insulted and even robbed by being called upon to 
support it, and in having their furniture and their 
bibles.sold for church-rates :—they found in the League 
that their best policy was to show that the corn-law 
did no good to the farmers, and the plan to be adopted 
in this question was to show the people of the Church 
of England that they got no good trom their alliance 
with the State (hear, hear, and applause]. The book 
to put into their hands was the Manchester Directory 

laughter]. Look over that Directory, and they would 

d that in Manchester there were 102 places of Wor- 
ship which did not belong to the Establishment; they 
would find that there were 39 that did belong to the 
Establishment. It was a curious coincidence, and one 
which would assist the memory of people belonging to 
the Church of England in recollecting how many places 
of worship they had in Manchester, that the number 
was precisely that of their articles—the Thirty-nine 
Articles, as they were called [laughter]. But when 
they reminded the Church people that there were 39 
churches in Manchester, they ought to remind them 
that 38 of them were State-churches only in name— 


— — 


that they were only churches in connexion with the 
State—that they were neither built by the State nor 
endowed by the State [hear, hear]—for of the whole 
39 churches only four had been built by the Par- 


_liamentary grant, whilst 24 had been raised by volun- 
to those who looked on, to see a body of men of their 


tary subscription [hear, hear, hearj—and the four 
which had the aid of Parliamentary grants in building 
had no State endowmerit. Why, only let the Church 
be severed from the State, and he would answer for it 
that more Church provision would be obtained than 
there was a possibility of obtaining by its continued 
connexion with its compulsion — aggression [heat, 
hear, hear]. And what was more, there would be a 
better because a more cheerfully- given provision for their 
clergy. Why, the only Church establishment at present 
supported by the State in Manchester was the one near 
that beautifully clear river of theirs—typical perhaps of 
the purity of that establishment [a laugh]. It he were 
addressing a body of Church people on this subject, he 
would point to this single fact illustrative of the little 
interest which the Church derived from its connexion 
with the State: he would say, out of the whole num- 
ber of churches in Manchester, there is not a church 
supported by the State but the single old parish 
church ſhear, hear, and applause]. Here was a 
parish containing probably 400,000 people, and yet 
were these people totally unprovided for by the 
State, except so far as the gentlemen connected with 
the Old Church (the chapter) chose to provide for 
them; and it was known to most, perhaps, that though 
these gentlemen received the tithes, they held them- 
selves not to be liable to do the work, a fact which 
had led to dissension among the churchpeople 
themselves [applause]. That discussion was now 
pending. The Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean held 
that the chapter were not bound to reside, even if they 
chose to pay a fine of 16d. to stay away, and he ap- 
pealed to the Bishop of Chester to say if he was not 
right, and the Bishop concurred with him, and said 
that the cure of souls was vested solely in the chap- 
lains [laughter]. Now suppose the connexion be- 
tween the Church and State were to cease to-morrow, 
and supposing these four gentlemen who refused to 
reside were deprived of the land and tithes, the fees 
which supported the chaplains employed to do the 
work would be the same, and what loss would accrue 
to the adherents and members of that Church? [ap- 
plause}]. He himself had gone out to lecture to the 
farmers, and he always found these appeals to their 
common sense and interest to tell. He asked them 
what they benefited by the corn-laws, and let the 
Anti-s.ate-church people appeal in the same way to 
the people of the State-church, and ask what difference 
it would make to them if the Church was separated 
from the State? It would certainly make this differ- 
ence: if they removed on abominable system which 
went to the maintenance of a body of clergy 
who refused to attend to the cure of souls, they would 
remove an immense load of prejudice which now ex- 
isted against them [loud applause]. His opinion was, 
that if the connexion of episcopacy with the State were 
severed, that body would flourish and become much 
stronger than it could ever become under the present 
system ſhear, hear]. He would say, then, throw the 
state of the Church in Manchester in the teeth of 
every man who said the object of the Anti-state-church 
Association was to destroy episcopacy. Throw Pigot’s 
Directory at them, and show the number of churches 
which exist in Manchester, and are supported without 
State aid, as contrasted with what the State does for 
the Church in Manchester [applause]. 


The Rev. Mr. Morris briefly but eloquently ad- 
dressed the meeting, and proposed, as the delegates to 
the Triennial Convention, Mr, Alderman Kershaw and 
Mr. James Watts, of the firm of Watts and Co., mer- 
chants, Fountain-street. 


The Rev. D. Ruys Steruen seconded the motion, 
and, alluding to the proposed measure of education, 
observed that it was only four years since the Dissen- 
ters were called upon to defend themselves from the 
proposition of Sir James Graham. ‘That measure had 
shown them the necessity for an Anti-state-church As- 
sociation, and this would awaken their energies anew 
[applause]. 

The motion was carried nem, con., and, after a vote to 
the Chairman, the proceedings terminated. 


British ANTI-sTaTE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION. On Wed- 
nesday evening, immediately after the usual ote | 
lecture, a meeting was held at the Baptist Chapel, 
Grosvenor-street, for the purpose of electing delegates 
to the forth-coming Triennial Conference, when the 
Rev. D. Rhys Stephen and John A. Cheetham, Esq., 
were unanimously appointed to represent this congre- 
gation in such Conference.—Manchester Times. 


SouTtHamMpton.—On Friday evening last a lecture was 
delivered at the Baptist Chapel, in East-street, by the 
Rev. A. M‘Laren, B. A., on the following Np age 
„The Wisdom of Boldness; or the present duty of 
Di-senters.’”’ The present day, said the lecturer, was a 
day of great principles; they were taken psn fully 
carried out. One erying evil—the Corn Laws—had 
already fallen, and who were the parties that overthrew 
them? It was the people of England, with their clear 
heads, peaceful dispositions, sensitive hearts, and patient 
understandings. ‘They were hard to move, but when 
once moved, they would WHY MR when they had ob- 
tained all that was wanting. He believed that the people 
of this country would accomplish the separation between 
church and state; and if Dissenters did not take 
care, they would not have a hand init. He would 
earnestly call upon them to do their duty; the world’s 
history proved that there was no honour or glory at- 
tached to the pioneers of great principles, but it was 
their duty notwithstanding. The rev. lecturer sat 
down amid loud applause. At the conclusion of the 
lecture the Revs. T. Morris and T. Pullar were unani- 
mously elected as delegates to represent the Dissenters 
of Southampton, in the Anti-state-chu:ch Conference, 
about to be held in London, Thanks having been voted 
to the lecturer, the meeting adjourned.— Hants Inde- 
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Srannore CuurcH-RATE.—ANOTHER RESULT OF Lorp 

ENMAN’s Decision.—By an overwhelming majority, 
the Stanhope vestry, last December, deterred for twelve 
months the granting of a rate, to afford the church- 
wardens ample leisure for purging their accounts from 
unwarrantable items. In the present month, at a thin 
meeting, a thick-and-thin attempt was made to procure 
a rate (the rector, Rev. W. N. Darnell, in the chair) ; 
and, backed by Lord Denman’s late judgment, the friends 
of compulsory exactions triumphed. But the parish- 
ioners—men af all denominations {the Episcopalian not 
excepted )—have tisen in arms against the rate, headed 
dy Cuthbert Rippon, Bsq., of Stanbape Castle; and a 
hot war has commenced, in which the printers are 
busily engaged.—Gatesheatl Observer. 


CHuRcH-RATES IN St. MarTIin’s, LEICESTER.—At the 
Town-hall, yesterday, Mr. Winks was summoned by 
Mr. Rose, churchwarden of St. Martin’s, for the non- 
payment of a church-rate of £1 14s. Mr. Rose having 
proved the validity of the rate, Mr. Winks said he re- 
fused to pay the rate on conscientious and religious 
grounds. He had nothing to do with the church, and 
he felt it to be a grievous hardship in his case, who not 
only had to pay his share of the expenses towards his 
own religious place of worship, but also officiated for 
nothing. He would never pay a church-rate so long as 
he lived. He had attended in obedience to the sum- 
mons of the magistrates, and he thought it right thus to 
state his determination. Of course an order was made 
for payment. The following parties, who did not ap- 
pear, were also summoned :—Messrs, W. and G. Baines, 
£5 15s.; W. Baines, £1 8s.; John Manning, £4 2s, ; 
John West, £2 1s. 6d.; W. and R. Kemp, £3 168. 6d.; 
James Birtchnall, 16s. 6d.; John Mawby, 148. 6d.; 
ditto for 1845, 4s. 6d.: James Shardlow, £2 11s.; 
Thomas Stevenson, £4 17s. 6d.; D. D. Slide, 
£1 10s.; and Thomas Sharpe, £3 1586. The delivery 
of the summonses having been proved, order was 
granted for payment. Leioester Mercury. 


Henry Vincent at Wisspech.—On Thursday and 
Friday evenings last, Mr. Vincent gave two lectures 
on education and progress, in the theatre of this town, 
with a special reference to the Government scheme. 
Two had been delivered on the preceding week, on 
peace and temperance; and the town was all excite- 
ment. The theatre was crowded to excess; on the 
platſorm were the Independent, Baptist, Wesleyan, 
and Primitive Methodist ministers. Mr. Holmes (In- 
dependent pastor) occupied the chair, the first, and the 
Wesleyan pastor on the second, night. Mr. Vincent's 
denunciations of Government interference were wel- 
comed by the loudest applause. An influential com- 
mittee has been formed (including the ministers), to 
prepare for Mr. Vincent’s six lectures on the Common- 
wealth. The following resolution was carried with 
hearty cheers :— 


That the heartfelt and grateful acknowledgments of this 
meeting are most deservedly due, and are hereby respeet- 
fully offered to Henry Vincent, Esq., for the series of 
talented and incomparable orations he has delivered in 
Wisbech, on the unmitigated horrors of war, the destructive 


-evils of intemperance, and the unspeakable advantages of 


popular and voluntary education—for his bold and manly 
avowal of the principles of eternal truth and justice—his 
eloquent enunciation of the noblest and most elevated senti- 
ments, and his masterly assertion of the claims of the 
Supreme Being on che entire love and homage of all his 
creatures, and his powerful advocacy of the rights and 
duties of his fellow-man. 


Baptism or a JEw.—QOn Wednesday morning be- 
tween 2,000 and 3,000 persons attended at Craven Cha- 
pel, Regent-street, to witness the interesting ceremony 
of a converted Israelite being publicly baptized. A 
devotional service having been held, the convert, a 
young man named Joseph Bremner, was led into the 
pulpit, where he was interrogated by Dr. Leifchild as 
to his views of the Christian religion, to which he gave 
the most satisfactory answers. He stated that his father 
and mother were both of the Jewish persuasion, and 
that he had been brought up in the strictest forms of 
that religion. When he was sixteen years of age his fa- 
ther died, and two years after his mother also died. He 
and his two brothers were then left in the care of some 
relatives until they became of age, when they came iato 
possession of their property left them by their parents. 
After some time the three separated, each taking a 
different route. The elder brother came to England, 
and, under a clergyman, conviction was brought home 
to him that the religion he had been following was not 
right, and he embraced Christianity. The convert was 
then baptized by the Doctor in the name of the Trinity. 


Binpine or Satan.—During the past two or three 
weeks a number of persons have been going round the 
streets on the Surrey side of the water, wearing belts 
like those worn by the fire brigade, on which passages 
from the Scriptures are painted, carrying with them 
an ink-horn and long sheets of paper, soliciting signa- 
tures to what they pretend to be a petition to Heaven, 
for the binding of Satan, the prince of darkness. 80 
eager are these persons to get the paper signed, that 
men, women, and children are stopped indiscriminately 
and requested to sign. Those who are too young to 
sign, or unable to write their names, have the same 
done for them by the men, who do not attempt 
deny the fact of belonging to the followers of Joanna 
Southeote. One person, more intelligent than the 
men who are hawking the petitions about, inquired 
who it is that will present the petition; when the man 
replied with the greatest ess, that as soon as & 
sufficient number of names are Attached to the petition, 


it will be presented to the Thronòoef Mercy by Joanna 
herself. . 


Mourpser tx A Cuurcu.—A double murder has been 
committed in a chapel near Namur. The young Count 
de Liedekerke entered the chapel armed with a gun} 
his two sisters were engaged at their devotion ; he fired, 
and killed one; fired again, and mortally wounded the 
other lady. ‘The murderer then made off, vowing ven- 


geance against other members of his family. At night 


his dog returned alone to the chateau, and it was sup- 
posed that the Count had destroyed himself: it is 
stated that he was subject to fits of insanity. 
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THE MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT. 


CONDUCT OF SIR EARDLEY WILMOT. 


In the House of Lords, on Thursday, Lord SraxLxx 
moved for the production of correspondence between the 
Colonial Office and the Governor of Van Diemen’s 
land respecting the conduct of Sir Eardley Wilmot. His 
reasons Involved a statement. When Lord Stanley was 
Secretary for the colonies, in 1845, many reports came 
to his hands imputing to Sir Eardley, then Governor of 
Van Diemen's Land, immorality and improper conduct, 
and stating that the conduct at Government House was 
so indecent that no respectable woman could go there, 
This rumour was first published in a London paper, the 
Naval and Military Gazette; and when it reached Van 
Diemen’s Land, it was met by a declaration on the part 
of all the principal pe there, that what was a! noto- 
rious fact“ in England was a notorious falsehood in the 
colony. Meanwhile, Mr. Gladstone, who had succeeded 
to the Colonial Office, determined, upon other grounds, 
to recall Sir Eardley Wilmot; but he also thouynt it his 
duty in a despatch marked “secret, to inform Sir 
Eardley of the reports against his character. Sir Eard- 
ley at once denied the reports; laid the dispatch before 
the Legislative Council; and he remained in the colony 
after the person appointed as temporary administrator 
of the government had arrived, in order that there might 
be the most searching investigation on the spot. A 
Committee of the Council, aided by the Commander of 
the Forces, the Chief Justice, and a clergyman of one of 
the principal churches, undertook the inquiry. But 
they found their task impracticable: there was nothing 
to investigate; the charges were so indirect that they 
could neither be substantiated nor met. Sir Eardley 
was willing to invite all who had charges to make; but 
the Committee. saw grave objections to such a course ; 
and they reported their general view of the subject, 
stating that in their observation of Sir Eardley's conduct 
nothing had transpired to justify the allegation that he 
had been guilty of violating the decencies of private life. 
The principal inhabitants also held a meeting, which 
included many of the late Governor's public opponents; 
and they unanimously gave the most unqualitied con- 
tradiction to the reports against his private character. 
Sir Eardley Wilmot, however, had been informed by 
the Secretary of State, that unless he could refute those 
charges, he could never again, in any capacity, be em- 
ployed in the service of the Crown. It therefore became 
necessary to make the papers public. 

Lord Stanley’s motion was agreed to, nem. con. 


TIE POOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 

The House of Commons sat at noon on Thursday in- 
stead of Wednesday, in order to proceed with the Poor 
Relief (Ireland) Bill in committee. 

Before doing so, however, Mr. Joux O’ConneEtt drew 
attention to the Treasury minute recently promulgated 
in Ireland; and he foreboded the most disastrous con- 
sequences—loss of life, outrages upon property, and acts 
of violence from the sudden withdrawal of employ- 
ment. It would be different if absolute discretion had 
been left to the Lord- Lieutenant. Mr. Lanoucwersn 
replied that the Lord- Lieutenant had it in his power to 
modify the reduction, making it more than one-fifth in 
some places, less in others, according to the circum- 
stances. ‘The plan had been adopted after mature con- 
sideration, as the best for bringing the present mode of 
relief to a close; but it would be enforced with caution. 
Meanwhile it is satisfactory to observe that immense 
quantities of provisions are pouring into Ireland through 
the ordinary operations of trade. Mr. Labouchere read 
a passage from a Cork paper, which stated that 23,000 
tons of“ bread-stuffs’’ had been landed in Cork since 
September,—a quantity quite unparalleled in the annals 
of the country, and on Monday last there were 150 ships 
laden with provisions in the Shannon. Sir GrorGE 
Grey followed up these re-assurances. 

Lord Georce Bentinck attacked Government for 
vacillating conduct, especially in not giving an ade- 


quate supply of seed. Sir Cuartes Woop deciined to 
follow the speech which Lord George had repeated, with 
its old charges; and cautioned the House against being 
led into an ill-timed general discussion. Mr. WILIIAus, 
Colonel Rawnon, and Major Layarp, deprecated these 
pertinacious and futile attacks on Government. 

Subsequently, Mr. CALLAGHAN recurred to the sub- 
ject ; and, together with Sir Arrnur Brookes and Mr. 
Ditton Browne, urged Ministers to reconsider their 
determination not to furnish seed. Mr. BELLUuw said 
that there ought to be but one feeling —to support 
Ministers in the course which they have taken. Sir 
Watter James produced an illustration of the policy 
of supplying seed— 

He begged to ask the attention of the House to a letter 
contained in the correspondence of the Board of Works, 
from Commander Fishbourne, who stated that a Mr. Ma- 
hon, in the county of Clare, had provided 800 stone of seed- 
Wheat for some of his tenants, but he found that they ate 
it. He then had some steeped in sulphate of iron, so that 


it could only be used for seed, and offered it to them; but 
they refused it. He then offered to take the land into his 
own hands, and sow it for them, and pay them over the 
balance; but they refused that, ‘This, surely, was a strong 
corroboration of the statement which the right honourable 
Secretary for Ireland had made [that there is a conspiracy 
against the tillage of land in Mayo, which Mr. Dillon 
Browne had denied], 

Mr. Caubwzll, on the authority of Mr. Rushton, 
© stipendiary magistrate at Liverpool, stated the daily 
average influx of Irish paupers into that town to be 
2,000 persons. 

Nieply to Mr. Grogan, Lord Joux RusszLl. stated, 
that u bill to restrain mendicancy and vagrancy was 
already prepared, and would be introduced. 

e House went into Committee. On coming to 
lause II, Mr. Jonn O’ConNnELL moved to strike out 
that part which increases the number of ex-officio guar- 


th 


Poe 5 resting the motion mainly on two grounds the 
ee. es guardians, belonging to the landlord class, 
g — 1 act less in the interest of the poor than the 
Pr ve guardians ; and, as most of the magistrates are | 
i Ovestants, sectarian prejudices would come into play. | 
ie 2 the undiminished force of religious animosi- 
— e referred to the experience of the Irish party.“ 


Was formed on the principle of union and mutual 
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concession. The Catholic members performed their 
part, and none expressed a wish to reduce the exube- 
rant and overgrown revenues of the Established Church, 
though part of them might well have been applied to 
the relief of distress. Mr. Watson introduced his bill 
to repeal a few empty words. If they could not have 
voted for the last shreds of worn-out bigotry, the Irish 
members on the Opposition side of the House might 
have staid away. But no; they mustered in force, 
spoke, and voted against the bill. If this clause were 
retained, it would be to make provision for religious 
intolerance and persecution. 

Sir Georer Grey deeply regretted ‘the introduction 
of this discussion involving religious considerations ; 
but defended the clause of the bill, as a necessary pro- 
vision where the interest of property was so greatly at 
siake; and he trusted that it would not be productive 
of the results anticipated by Mr. John O'Connell. 

The clause was defended by Mr. Saaw, Sir Joun 
Watsu, Sir Cuarnes Woop, Mr. Firzesraup, Mr. 
Lxruox, Mr. S. O'Brien ; opposed 7 Mr. Be.iew, Mr. 
S. Crawrorp, Mr. Smitu O' Bren, Mr. Ditton Browns, 
Mr. Cancacuan, Mr. V. Stuart (who urged deference 
to the feelings of the people), Major Layarp, and Mr. 
Bickuam Escort. 

On a division, the amendment was negatived, by 164 
to 26. 

Mr. Joux O' CoxxxLL again divided the House on 
the clause ; and it was affirmed, by 133 to 21. 

Clauses down to the 17th were agreed to, with some 
discussion; a few suggestions by Mr. Vernon SMITH 
and Mr. Suaw being postponed for reproduction at a 
later stage. 

‘The House resumed, and adjourned about a quarter 
before seven o'clock. 


Previous to the House of Commons going into com- 
mittee on the Poor Relief (Ireland) bill on Monday, 

Mr. Lanovcuerg, in reply to a question put to him 
by Mr. S. O'Brren, repeated his decluration made on 
Friday evening lust, to the effect that the reduction of 
20 per cent. of the numbers of those employed on the 
public works in Ireland, now going on, was to be a 
reduction of 20 per cent. in the aggregate, and not 
necessarily a reduction to that extent in every locality. 
The reduction proposed had, with one or two excep: 
tions, taken place so far without any disturbance, and 
he had every reason to hope that it would be carried 
to completion without any serious difficulty or dis- 
turbance. 

In Committee, Mr. Pocrerr Scrorpr moved as an 
amendment to the bill the insertion of a clause similar 
to clause tenin the Destitute Persons (Ireland) Bill, 
for enforcing performance of the guardians’ duties ;’’ 
and also the insertion of a clause enlarging the maxi- 
mum extent of land, which the guardians of any union 
should be empowered to purchase or have and occupy 
with their workhouses, from twelve to two hundred 
acres, and likewise providing that any buildings, hired 
or erected by them upon or near to such land, should 
be considered a part of such workhouse. After a brief 
discussion the amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. Gregory then proposed a clause to the effect that 
no person who should be in possession, whether under 
lease or agreement, or as tenant at will, or from year to 
year, of any land of greater extent than the quarter of 
a statute acre, shouid be deemed and taken to be a 
destitute poor person, under the provisions of that act, 
or of any former act of Parliament, unless the person 
so possessing more than a quarter of an acre of land 
should have first, bond fide and without collusion, ab- 
solutely parted with and surrendered any right or title 
which he might have had to the occupation of any 
such land over and above the extent above named. 
Mr. Curreis warned the Government of the displea- 
sure with which the people of this country would 
regard the consent on its part to engrafting such a 
clause upon the bill. Sir G. Grey observed that as so 
many were found in Ireland who held land and claimed 
relief, it was necessary somehow to draw a line. He 
thought, however, that some time should elapse before 
such a clause came into operation, and suggested that 
the clause should be inoperative until November next. 
Mr. S. Crawroxp opposed the clause. Many a man, 
he maintained, possessing a house, situated on a small 
patch of land, might, from unforeseen circumstances, be 
necessitated to receive relief, and it would be rather 
hard to compel him, as a condition to receiving it, to 
part with all he possessed. Some further discussion 
ensued, after which the committee divided, and the 
numbers were:—For the clause, 117; against it, 7: 
majority for clause, 110. 

Mr. W. S. O’Brien then moved several clauses, 


some of which were negatived, after a brief conver- 


sation, without a division. On his moving, amongst 
these, a clause to the effect that the Poor-law Com- 
missioners should revise and reconstitute the union, 
so that no union should contain more than 150, 000 
acres, 

Lord G. Bentinck again brought under the notice of 
the House the increasing mortality in Ireland, and 
asked Mr. Labouchere whether, since he last spoke on 
the subject, he had made any serious and energetic 
ettorts to obtain a comparative return of the number of 
deaths in Ireland during the last and the present year? 
The noble lord was exceedingly energetic in his lan- 
guage and action. The following is a specimen of his 
language :— 

The Government know the people have been dying by 
thousands, and I dare them to inquire what has been the 
number of those who have died through their mismanage- 
ment—their principles of free trade [Oh, oh!]. Yes, free 
trade—free trade in the lives of the Irish people [laughter, 
cries of “Oh, oh!” and great confusion|—leaving the peo- 
ple to take care of themselves, when Providence has swept 
away their food from the face of the earth—leaving them to 
take care of themselves in a country where there were no 
stores, nor mills, nor granaries. [An honourable member 
here made some remarks, which were inaudible to us.] 
‘Then why (the noble lord continued, with much vehemence) 
don't he give us the information u he don’t shrink from 
it? Then we shall know what the effect of his adminis- 
tration has been. 
otherwise —ho was it possible, when the people were 
suddenly deprived of food — when the country was in 
such a state that food could not pass without an escort 
—when corn dealers were set up to find them in a 


How was it possible it should be 


: 
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new species of grain the were not accustomed to—when 
as I have been told by Mr. Galston, was the case in Mayo, 
no wheat was to be had for thirty miles on one side or the 


other—and when the Government knew in August that po- 
tatoes had been swept away from the people to the amount 
of £16,000,000, by your own account, and when they had 
no money to purchase other food in place of the potatoes 
upon which they lived, the potatoes which were to them 
the labour-coin of the country—how was it possible that any 
other result than that which has happened, and that a num- 
ber have died, such as never before was known in a Chris- 
tian country? Never before was there an instance of a 
Christian government allowing so many people to perish 


(oh, oh] without interfering [great confusion and cries of 
Oh, oh’’). 


Mr. LapovucHere most indignantly contradicted the 
statements of Lord G. Bentinck— 


Sir, I beg permission to remind the committee that the 
clause before them is this [loud cheers]. (The right 
honourable gentleman here deliberately read the clause 
amidst repeated cheers.) I am far too anxious that the 
committee should proceed with the consideration of the 
important bill now upon the table to be tempted into a 
discussion upon the extraordinary project the noble lord 
has brought forward. But the noble lord thought fit to 
make one assertion, to which I owe it to myself, to my 
character, to the character and feelings of the Government 
with which I am nowacting, to make some reference [cheers]. 
Sir, the noble lord has said that the Government were in- 
different to the sufferings of the people of Ireland; and he 
accuses us of being anxious to conceal the truth from the 
House and the country, with respect to the effect of our 
measures. Sir, shall content myself with giving 
to that assertion of the noble lord a contradiction as ex- 
plicit, as direct, and as complete as my respect for this 
House will allow (vehement and repeated cheering). 
will not be tempted by the tone which the noble lord 
has adopted to pursue this discussion [cheers]. I feel 
too deeply, I trust, the responsibility which rests upon me 
as a minister of the Crown to lose my temper in discussing 
a question of this infinite importance in the present con 
dition of Ireland, No provocation will, I trust, induce me 
to do so; but at the same time I felt i could not say leas 
than 1 have done. I apologize for having interfered even 
for a moment in referring to such a speech as that of the 
noble lord [loud and repeated cheers, which rendered the 
right honourable gentleman inaudible for a moment]. 


The clause was negatived without a division. 

Other clauses were then proposed by several honours 
able —,, all of which were negatived, after 
whic 

Lord G. Bentinck proposed two clauses, the first of 
which went to prohibit the rate-paying tenant from de- 
ducting any rate which he might have paid from his 
lessor. The object of the second clause was twofald ; 
first, to reduce the number of middle rate-payers, from 
whom it was very difficult to obtain the rates; and 
secondly, by reducing their number, to diminish the 
inducement to sub-let farms in small lots, After a 
somewhat lengthened discussion the committee divided, 
and the numbers were—For the clauses, 76; against 
them, 79; majority against clauses, 3. 

Additional clauses were then moved by Sir Gronaz 
Grey, which were adopted, and added to the bill. 

The CurarrMAn then reported the bill, as amended, to 
the House, the report to be brought up on Wednesday, 
as well as that of the Landed Property Bill, and the 
third reading being appointed for the 16th of April. 


OUT-DOOR * IN IRELAND, 


On Friday night, the House of Lords was occupied in 
discussing the question of out-door relief, which was 
raised by Lord MoNxTRAOLE on the following motion ;— 


That a Select Committee be appointed to consider and to 


report on the recommendations of the several Parliamentary 


Committees and Commissions on the state of the Irish poor, 
as relating to the expediency of introducing permanently 
the system of out-door relief for the able-bodied labourer ; 
and on the effect of such a measure on the well-being of 
Ireland, the interests of the poor themselves, and the immi- 
gration of the Irish paupers into Great Britain: and also, 
to consider and report on the effects of enlarging the pre- 
sent electoral divisions for the purpose of raising and levy- 
ing the assessments under the poor-law. 


Lord Monteagle glanced at past reports, and past ex- 
perience in — 1 in order to make out his position, 
that out-door relief would be the death- wa rant of the 
people, and would destroy all chance of improvement 
in Ireland. The present system of public works shows 
how out-door relief with a labour-test would operate. 
It would not even check emigration from Ireland to 
England, but would promote it: he thought this de- 
monstrated by the fact that under the corrupt system of 
poor-law in England, in the southern counties, where 
out-door relief was most lavishly given, wages were at 
their lowest point. 

Earl Grey opposed the motion, as an attempt to pre- 
judge a particular clause in the Poor-Relief Bill, which 
would come before the House in due course, Lord 
Monteagle wanes against the measure as if it contem- 
plated a wholesale system of out-door relief without 
work; but Lord Grey showed the limited nature of the 
measure, and the provisions of caution that accom- 
panied it. He glanced at an argument not used by 
Lord Monteagle, but elsewhere, that the number of the 
destitute in Ireland is so great as to make it impossible 
to find employment for them: taking Ireland as a 
whole, he did not think that such was the case. The 
want of work is caused by the fact that the industry of 
the country has not been called forth as it ought to 
have been, and as he believed it would be by the mea- 
sures of Government, especially by the proposed Poor- 
law; which would help to establish security, peace, 
and order. | 

Lord Broveuam regarded out-door relief for Ireland 
as the most alarming n that had been brought 
before Parliament within his experience. The altered 


Poor-law is not one of the temporary measures, and 


confessedly can have no effect on the present crisis; 
therefore it ought to be postponed for deliberate con- 
sideration. 

The motion was further su ed by Earl Frrz- 
WILLIAM, the Earl of Rossz, and the Earl of Mount- 
CASHEL ; opposed by the Earl of Devon, the Marquis 
of CLANRICAuDER, and the Earl of St. GeRMANs. 

But the—most se gage speech was made by the 
Archbishop of Duin, who predicted that out-door 
relief would not, entail ruin and confiscation on 
the landlords, but greater destitution than ever on the 
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labouring classes. He stated some of the results of his 
own experience as administering property in a parish 
near Dublin, containing a large destitute population :— 


In that district every effort had been made to prevent the 
poome from losing their habits of self-dependence. 

hey had shown great reluctance to enter the workhouse, 
and he had encouraged it by every means in his power, 
because he feared that if it were once overcome, the 
workhouses would be swamped, and the call would become 
general for out-door relief. He bad made his labourers feel 
that they were doing a hard day’s work, and fully earning 
their wages; but if they had believed they were entitled 
to out-door relief, any attempt on his part, or on that of 
his steward, to make them work, would have left their lives 
not worth a day's purchase. | The English labourer, ac- 
customed to comparative luxuries, might feel reluctance 
to accept out-door relief; but to the Irish labourer, accus- 
tomed to a bare subsistence, it would be a perfect land of 
plenty, and would, in his opinion, totally supersede the 
necessity for work. The consequence of the Govern- 
ment measure, should it pass into a law, would be, that 
they would have, not two millions, but the whole population 
of Ireland, throwing themselves on the poor-rate ; in wit- 
ness of which, he might at this moment point to the farms 
deserted while the labourers were lazily performing half 
labour on Government works. 3 

Rates would be called for, and destitution would spread 
like fire. Half of the first rate would be collected, the other 
would not. Another rate would be imposed, and a quarter 
of it would be levied. Then a third rate would be imposed, 
and nothing would be collected. That would be the pro- 
gress of the poor-law. When the rate could no longer be 
collected, an appeal would be made to Government, or to a 
neighbouring 4 strict. If any attempt should be made to 
levy a rate in aid in a neighbouring district, that would be- 
come insolvent; and, as in a time of commercial panic the 
bankruptcy of one house causes the ruin of many others, so 
would the nsolvency of one district lead to the insolvency 
of many others. The mischief would spread like a confla- 
88 through the whole of Ireland, until at length the 

nited Empire would be called upon to pay a rate in aid; 
and thus the very thing which the people of this country 
were 80 alarmed at would be brought about even by the 
measure which they had resorted to in order to avert it. 

The amount of destitution was more than the land would 
support; so that even if no rent were asked, no man would 
farm it subject to the rate. It would be better ifs the 
Government were to confiscate the land at once, and taking 
it into their own hands, give to the owners such pensions as 
“2 thought sufficient for Irish landlords. 

he people were improvident and inclined to dependence 
to an extent he had never seen equalled in any country 
called civilized. As an instance of this he mentioned that, 
in a sea-coast village in Cork, there lived a number of fisher- 
men, who were in the habit of getting abundance of fish at 
a bank about twenty miles from shore. Since the distress 
they had remained idle, although the fish were swarming 
almost in sight, fully satisfied with the miserable soup they 
received from charity. He had proposed to fit out these 
fishermen with food and tackling for the voyage, but had 
been told by persons on the spot that it would be of no use, 
for that, if provisioned and sent to sea, the men would land 
at night, consume their sea-store, and return to the soup- 
kitchens. They were, in fact, not fit to be trusted with a 
loaf of bread. 

It might be said that something must be done; and, if 
not out-door relief, what else? He should recommend in- 
quity. If they did not inquire—if they took this leap in the 

ark—they would create nothing but confusion and discon- 
tent, and would have to retrace their steps at an enormously 
increased expense. 


The House having divided, the motion was negatived 
by 39 to 22; and the House adjourned at a quarter to 
one o clock this morning. 


THE RUM DUTIES, 

In the House of Commons on Friday night, the first 
business of importance was the order for the Commit- 
tee on the Customs’ Duties Bill (which alters the rum 
duties); and on it there was a long discussion. In 
limine, however, Sir Cuartes Woop stated, that al- 
though he retained his original opinion that a differen- 
tial duty of 6d. would be a sufficient counterpoise to the 
burdens on the British distiller, he had resolved, in de- 
ference to the general representations of the trade, to 
make the differential duty 9d. | 

Lord Grorce Bentinck interposed an amendment, 
that the bill should be referred to a Committee upstairs, 
in order to a thorough investigation of the subject. He 
entered into voluminous and minute statements on the 
distilling and excise operations, to prove the burdens of 
the distillers would not be fairly compensated without 
differential duties of more than 134d. in Ireland and 
153d. in Scotland. 

The amendment was supported by Mr. CALLAduAx. 
Mr. Grogan, Mr. Suaw, Mr. M. J. O’Conne tt, Irish 
members; Mr. Bovverir, Mr. Forres, Scotch members; 
Mr. Disragut, Lord Joun Mannens, Protectionist 
members. 

It was combated by"Sir Cuantes Woop with counter 
statements and figures. Ie showed that Lord George 
Bentinck had overstated his case, actually demanding 
larger protection than the distillers declared to be ne- 
cessaty! One circumstance was not displeasing to him 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer: he should obtain a 
larger revenue from 9d. than from 6d. 

The amendment was also opposed by Mr. Gou.nurn 
and Mr. Carpweti; by Mr. Morrat; by Mr. Berna 
and Mr. Henry Bark y, who objected to Sir Charles 
Wood's concession ot a larger duty. 

On a division, Lord George's amendment was nega- 
tived by 185 to 68; majority, 117. The House went 
into committee, and the bill passed through that stage. 

The House then resolved itself into a committee of 
ways and means; and a grant of £18,500,000 Exchequer 
bills for the service of the year was agreed to without 
discussion. 

The House resumed, and, although it was now mid- 


night, resolved itself into a committee of supply. Among 

wis PAE Ww sums voted were £500,000 for Irelan on account 

Dah flab e expenses of the Board of Works, donations, and 
ehe purchase of seed. 

A SRR Veta THE GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 

n che House of Lords, on Thursday, Earl Errzwir- 

8 mai presented petitions from Lincoln and Holbeach 

against the Government plan of education; also a 

MDA Ra signed by 25,000 inhabitants of Leeds, to the 


effect. The petitioners emphatically denied it 
the duty of the Government to interfere with the 
the people. He differed from the opinion 


of the petitioners ; if it was not the duty of the Govern- 


ment to interfere in the business of education, neither 
was it the duty of individuals. But if it was the 
acknowledged duty of individuals to promote educa- 
tion, it followed that it was the duty of Government 
also. But the petitioners went still further; they ex- 
pressed their firm confidence in the sufficiency of 
voluntary efforts to furnish all the aid the exigencies 
of the nation required. Now, if the petitioners were 
right in their confidence, everybody must be at present 
educated who it was desirable should have education ; 
but, if that was not the case, he apprehended it proved 
that voluntary efforts were not sufficient for the purpose. 

Lord Broveuam presented petitions from East Dere- 
ham, Suffolk, and from Braintree, to the same effect; 
also a petition from the Barnes Union, praying for a 
revision of the law of settlement. 

In the House of Commons, on Thursday, Dr. Bow- 
RING presented a petition, from the inhabitants of 
Bolton, against the education scheme of her Majesty's 
Government, complaining that it is opposed to the 
principles of civil and religious liberty. 

Mr. Smita O’Brien presented a petition from Shif- 
nall, against the educational scheme of the Govern- 
ment, 

On Friday, Mr. SHarman Crawrorp presented a 
petition from Rochdale, against the Government plan 
of education. 

Sir Joun Eastuore presented a similar petition from 
Leicester. 

Mr. Bureut presented petitions against the Govern- 
ment scheme of education from Bocking, Castle Hed- 
ingham, and Braintree, in the county of Essex ; from 
Hotesdale, Debenham, and Rishangles, in the county of 
Suffolk; from Linton and Duxford, in Cambridgeshire ; 
from Doncaster and Horseforth, in the county of York ; 
from Bacup, in Lancashire; from Chippertield, Herts ; 
from Stamford, Henley-in-Arden, and Newark; from a 
congregation in the Pavement Chapel, New North- road; 
and from the Cambridgeshire Central Education Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. C. Berxz ey also presented petitions against the 
Government plan of education from the Baptists of 
Cheltenham and the teachers of Sunday- schools there. 

Viscount Morretu presented a number of petitions 
5 the same kind from Leeds and other towns in York- 
shire, 

Mr. ALpam presented a petition from Leeds, signed 
by upwards ol 20,000 persons, against the scheme of 
education proposed in the minutes of committee of 
Privy Council, and praying that all grants of public 
money for education be henceforth withheld. 

Mr. Coor kn presented a petition from the clergy of 
Huntingdon, in favour of the Government plan of edu- 
cation. 

On Monday, Mr. Starrorp O’Brien presented a 
petition from Kettering against the Government plan 
of education. 

Mr. Hug presented a similar petition from the Pro- 
testant Dissenters of Bury St. Edmund's, 

Lord R. Grosvenor presented a petition with the 
same prayer from Enfield. 


TENANT RIGHT—LANDLORDS LEGISLATING FOR 
TENANTS. 
_ On Friday, the order of the day being read, for going 
into committee on the Agricultural Tenant Bill, with a 
view to its being postponed till after Easter, 


Mr. NRwDROATE remarked that, in consequence of 
some misapprehension which occurred in the select 
committee, he was represented as having assented to 
the bill in its present form, whereas he entertained 
some serious objections to it. 


Mr. Pusry explained that he was not responsible for 
the mistake, if any, which had been committed. 


Mr. James thought that the bill ought to be called a 
bill to enable fraudulent tenants to rob their landlords 
with greater facilities than at present. As there would 
be another opportunity of discussing the measure, he 
should reserve any further observations for that oc- 
casion. 

Mr. A. S. O’Brien was under the impression that it 
would not be necessary for the committee to meet again. 

Sir Ronkur PREL had great doubts as to the policy of 
passing this bill in its present form. He confessed that 
his confidence in the select committee was at an end as 
soon as he found with what expedition they made their 
report. ‘There was great advantage in giving the tenant 
an assurance that if he improved the soil and were 
afterwards removed from his tarm by the will or caprice 
of the landlord, he would be entitled to recover full 
compensation for his improvements. The more they 
encouraged the application of capital to the soil the 
better it would be for all classes of the community. 
But he doubted whether there was such information 
befure the House as to justify them in legislating upon 
the subject at present. They ought to know, first, 
what was the tenant right in different parts of the 
country; and, secondly, how far it was possible to give 
effect by law, to the regulations which now existed by 
acquiescence. 

Mr. Pusny explained. Tnere was a large body of 
farmers out of doors who expected that something 
would be done on this subject, and he trusted the 
House would allow the bill to be postponed until the 
2ist of April. | 

Several members urged Mr. Pusey to withdraw the 
bill; but he refused, and eventually the committee was 
fixed for April 21st. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


Tue Fast.—Neither House sat on Wednesday. The 
House of Lords met at half-past ten o'clock, A. u., and 
roceeded in a body to Westminster Abbey to attend 
— service. The sermon was preached by the Bishop 
of Llandaff. The House of Commons met shortly before 
eleven; the Speaker, and a considerable number of 
Members, including most of the Ministers, attended the 
rformance of divine service at St. Margaret's Church. 
rayers were read by the Rev. Dr. Millman; the 
Venerable the Archdeacon of Surrey, Dr. Dealtry, 
preached the sermon. 


ImpeacuMENT or Lornp J. RusskLT.—On Thursday, 
Mr. Smith O’Brien presented a petition from the Rev. 


| 


Mr. Maberly, complaining of the conduct of the govern- 
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ment in relation to the destitution in Ireland, and 
calling for the impeachment of Lord John Russell. 


Tux Irnisp Cuurcu.—Mr. S. O'Brien begged to ask 
whether it was the intention of the Government to 
propose any measure for the purpose of applying an 
surplus arising out of the revenues of the Establishe 
Church to objects in which both Catholics and Pro. 
testants might participate. Lord J. Russeut replied in 
the negative, and gave a similar reply to another ques. 
tion from the same hon. member, as to whether it wag 
the intention of the Government to increase the num- 
ber of representatives for Ireland. 


Tue Game Laws.—In answer to Mr. Escott, Mr. 
Bricut said it was the intention to frame a measure 
founded on the report of the Game-law Committee, 
and introduce it, if possible, during the present session. 


ENLISTMENT IN THE ARMy.—On the same evening, Sir 
H. Dovetas begged to ask whether the measure pro. 
posed by the right hon. gentleman the Secretary at War 
for limiting the period of enlistment in the army had 
received the sanction of his Grace the Duke of Welling. 
ton. Lord J. Russet said various communications had 
taken place between the Duke of Wellington and the 
Government on the subject, but, as they were of a con- 
fidential nature, he must decline to produce them. Sir 
H. Douctas said he must presume that the opinion of 
his Grace was unfavourable, and he should, therefore, 
on the motion for going into committee on the bill, 
move that it be committed that day six months. 


Tue ExLIsMENT Bitt.—On Monday, in the House 
of Lords, the Marquis of Lonponperry moved for 
copies of such correspondence as might have taken 
place in reference tothe Limited Enlistment Bill, be- 
tween the Government and the Horse Guards. Earl 
Grey, on the ground that it would be detrimental to 
the public service to give up the correspondence re- 
ferred to, declined to accede to the motion.. The Earl 
of CarpDiGAN supported the motion, stating at some. 
length his objections to the bill. Eventually, the Mar- 
quis of LoNDONDERRY withdrew his motion. 


— — — 
——. ann 


An UNrTrOwARD DREAM. A respectable auctioneer of 
Chesterfield was troubled, last week, with a dream that 
led him to inflict upon himself a serious injury while 
under its influence. He dreamt that he was much 
troubled with a nutshell that had become jammed be- 
tween his teeth, and so strong was that impression, that 
he tugged violently at the supposed shell to relieve 
himselt of it. Awakening with his efforts, he found to 
his great consternation that he had pulled out a sound 
double tooth, which had been, the night before, a firm- 
set and serviceable grinder, but which he then held be- 
tween his finger and thumb.— Derby Reporter. 


Fatt or A Viapuct.—On the Liverpool and Bury 
Railway, a line now in process of construction, a via- 
duct, situated about two miles from Liverpool, fell down 
on Tuesday. The work consisted of twenty-one arches ; 
one arch fell first, then the others rapidly in succession, 
the whole in about a minute and a halt. Some of the 
arches had been condemned as insufficient, and were to 
have been taken down: fortunately, bad weather on 
Tuesday had driven away the workmen, and thus no 
one was hurt. The loss is some £5,000 or £6,000. 


Tue INAUGURATION oF Prince ALBERT as Chancellor 
of the University of Cambridge took place on Thursday 
afternoon, The deputation from the University arrived 
at the Palace about three o’clock, and was received by 
the Prince in the Throne-room. His Royal Highness 
stood in his robes of office, in front of the throne, and close 
to the magnificent chair of state provided for the occa- 
sion. ‘The Rev. Dr. Philpott, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University, delivered an address; after which, the 
Proctor read the letters-patent conferring the office. 
The oaths of supremacy, &c., were administered by the 
Vice-Chancellor, who then conducted the Prince to the 
chair of state, and presented to him a copy of the 
Statutes of the University. The next step was the 
Latin oration, delivered by the Public Orator, Mr. 
Thomas Crick: it has not yet been given to light ina 
printed form. In reply, his Royal Highness delivered 
an address of compliments and professions. In conclu- 
sion, the Vice-Chancellor presented the principal mem- 
bers of the University. Afterwards the Vice-Chancellor 
and officers partook of a sumptuous déeiner at the 
Palace. 


Case or THE Rasan or Sattrara.—At a special 
general court of East India proprietors, on Thursday, 
Mr. Lewis moved for the production of all correspon- 
dence relating to the Rajah of Sattura’s case: this was 
meant to include the secret correspondence for which 
Mr. Ilume moved in Parliament, and which Sir John 
Hobhouse refused to give because it had been surrepti- 
tiously obtained and“ purloined.“ To this statement 
Mr. George ‘Thompson referred: he denied that the 
documents had been surreptitiously obtained: he had 
them, and he had obtained them honourably; but he 
would never divulge the name of the person who com- 
municated them to him. He insisted that they would 
establish the innocence of the Rajah. Mr. ‘Thompson's 
statement made a great impression, even some directors 
avowing that case had been made out for the produc- 
tion of the papers. Eventually the motion was carried, 
by 40 to 38, 


Ponlie KILLING RY THE Hanoman.— Wednesday 
week was a whitestone day“ in the life of the British 
hangman. His vested rights of ‘five guineas per man 
and his clothes,“ had been successfully battled for in 
Parliament but a few days before, and therefore in 
front of Morpeth gaol that morning he had (to use his 
own inspired language)“ a glorious job,“ in consigning 
two more of his fellow-men, in the very hey-day of 
lite, to strangulation, quicklime, and eternity. Since 
the barbarous *‘ majesty of the law“ so willed it, it is at 
least a melancholy pleasure to reflect that the drop has 
fallen, and that the refined torture of the death cell, the 
formal mockery of the condemned sermon, and the 
twenty-one days of preparation (about one-eighth 
of the time required for a St. Leger favourite), ot two 


agonized, hopeless men, are at least passed away.— 
Doncaster Gazette, 
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DR. VAUGHAN ON THE GOVERNMENT 
EDUCATION SCHEME. 


(Abridged from the Manchester Times.) 


A lecture was delivered on Tuesday, at the Grosvenor- 
street Chapel, Piccadilly, by the Rev. Dr. Vaughan, on 
the Government Scheme of Education. The chapel 
was filled by a very respectable and influential auditory. 
The opening services were conducted by the Rev. R. 
Fletcher and the Rev. Francis Tucker. 

Dr. VauGuan declared he had not changed his mind 
as to the abstract possibility of Government rendering 
some aid to secular education, but he admitted that he 
was in a minority in this opinion, and that he must 
now for ever give up the hope of seeing it realized. Of 
the Government measure he said there was, as it seemed 
to him, but one course fairly open to the consistent 
Nonconformist with relation to it; and that was, a 
course of decided opposition [hear, hear]. He did 
think that it might be possible to introduce a measure 
on the part of Government, which might have been ac- 
ceptable; but, looking at the men from whom this 
scheme proceeded, looking to the circumstances in 
which it had been brought before the country, we 
might now regard it, perhaps, as the best sort of thing 
we might expect from that quarter; and if so, the 
time would certainly seem to have come for us to reach 
the conclusion, that, as respects this country, popular 
education is not athing for the State to meddle with. 
The Doctor thus exposed the pretended impartiality of 
the measure: 


The semblance of fairness was only fairness in semblance ; 
and the principle of fairness which seemed to be in it was 
not only .eal injustice, but injustice verging upon cruelty. 
Those at all intimately acquainted with the ecclesiastical 
history of our country would be aware that when the Act of 
Uniformity was constructed, just after the Restoration, the 
act which went to determine what the subscription should 
consist of which should be necessary for men to remain in, 
or be admitted into the Church of England—Lord Claren- 
don, and Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, have left it on 
record—that the act was so devised with regard to the great 
body of the clergy, that if they remained in it they should 
so abandon all their principles as to remain bankrupts to 
shame, while on the other hand, if they were honest and 
consistent, then they should be outcast, and all the emolu- 
ments and pay of the Established Church would be left to 
their opponents! This was the alternative, and, as was well 
known, two thousand conscientious, holy men, ministers of 
the Church of England, in one day, surrendered their places 
and emoluments for that pearl of greater price—the con- 
sciousness of being honest men [applause]. Now, what he 
meant to say was nothing more than this, that the Govern- 
ment measure placed the Protestant Dissenters of Great 
Britain exactly in that dilemma [cheers]. It offered them 
these emoluments, but at the cost of what he was sure the 
great mass of them would refuse to take these things at— 
the cost of their integrity. Supposing them to accept the 
conditions, no sooner should they have done it than cer- 
tainly their tongues must be silent with regard to the great 
principle which makes them Dissenters from the civil en- 
dowment of Christianity; once let them become parties to 
the system which abstracts money from the state and ap- 
plies it to religious teaching by the payment of schoolmas- 
ters, and how could they object to the bestowing of state 
mouey upon ministers of religion? Suppose a man, on the 
other hand, to say, I will never stand in the position of 
taking it: I have a monitor within me whose verdict I re- 
verence too greatly ever to fall into a position so degrading : 
come what may, the mess of pottage shall not be mine!“ 
If such determination were theirs, then they must lay their 
account with the cost. In that case, they would perceive 
at once that all the emoluments, and all the status derived 
from the recognition of these schools by the civil power— 
these things would go to one side, and the Dissenters would 
know nothing of them except that they must pay the very 
men to be employed to lure away children from their Sun- 
day-schools and day-schools—to lure away parents from 
their chapels—to lure away the best schoolmasters and 
schoolmistresses, from connexion with them (hear, hear]. 


The following passage of the lecture refers to the 
Anti-state-church question. 


The scheme was in itself as skilful a trap as ingenuity 
could have devised [applause]. If it were acted upon, one 
of two things would follow as regarded Protestant Dissen- 
ters: either it would waste their schools—either it would 
separate them from those sources of increase from the 
general population to whose wants they were designed to 
minister; or it would reduce them to a state of weakness of 
which they had little idea, unless the strong oppressiveness 
of the thing, which was most likely, should come upon them 
so as to make them cohere and be re-united with an intense 
earnestness, which nothing else, perhaps, could bring about, 
and the course of Protestant Dissent should become as that 
of a deeply-wronged thing which has received a new start- 
ing point, and, instead of contending against Government 


him to Parliament as the supporter of such a measure, | 
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he could not give it. 


The Rev. J. L. Poors, in moving the first resolution, 
called the system, if carried out, a system of religious 
enslavement [hear, hear], Why was it that military 
forces were removed from towns at an election, and why 
was it that dock-yard towns were considered close or 
Government boroughs? Because officers of regiments 
and the officers of dock-yards were in the pay of Go- 
vernment, and were expected to do the Government's 
bidding [applause]. That would be just the case with 
this measure ; it would pay all the schoolmasters and 
teachers. The scheme was the new act of uniformity ; 
not by compulsion, but by more insidious and gentle 
means, and would have the effect of destroying the 
schools of those who wished to remain independent of 
Government aid, as well as of all parties connected with 
the system itself [hear, hear]. 

Mr. Rumney seconded, and the Rev. Dr. Masstr 
supported the resolution. The Chairman had said he 
would not support any member of Parliament who fa- 
voured this scheme. Dr. Massix thought he would go 
further. The vote on this measure would come before 
an election, and if any member were to vote fo? it, 
would he or would this meeting vote for that member 
at the election which succeeded? loud cries of No, 
in which the Chairman joined.] It was independence 
and freedom of thought and action that Government did 
not like, and hence it was that the present system was 
proposed, by which it was determined that their in. 
structors should become the supple tools of an overbear- 
1 [applause]. 

he resolution was carried with only two dissentients. 

The Rev. Dr. Vauauan moved the second resolution. 
He would not hesitate to say, if this measure were car- 
ried out, there would not be a Dissenter or friend of 
Liberal principles in the country ten years hence, who 
had remained silent and not given his opposition to this 
scheme, but would look back upon his conduct as the 
most disgraceful act of his life [applause]. He did not 
scruple to say, that if this measure was carried forward 
according to the Minutes of the Committee of Privy 
Council, as Lord John Russell said it would, that from 
that moment the old thread of union which bound the 
Liberals and Nonconformists together was cut [loud 
applause]. He should give up his association with that 
— with regret, but the line of duty was clear and 

istinct, and he must follow it. He did not despair that 
right, however, might prevail [applause]. 

r. WELLs seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

After energetic addresses from Mr. Davis, Mr. Grif- 
fiths, and G. Hadfield, Esq., Mr. Lincotnz moved the 
adoption of a petition, which was carried unanimously. 


The declaration of Lord John Russell, that the 
Ministry intended to persevere in their present views, 
has (says the Leeds Mercury) given an extraordinary 
impetus to the agitation in 1 The place 
was crammed to suffocation, and the resolutions passed 
all but unanimously. The Manchester Dissenters have 
evidently buckled on their armour afresh for the con- 
test. Mr. Milner Gibson has already been admonished 
by several influential individuals, that should he vote for 
the Government plan the Dissenters generally will not, in 
all probability, support him at the approaching election. 
The men of Manchester have resolved to convene a 
meeting of delegates from all parts of Lancashire, on 
Tuesday, the 6th of April, for conference on the Go- 
vernment scheme, and to hold a public meeting of the 
delegates, at which to appoint a deputation to her 
Majesty’s Ministers. A large general public meeting 
of all denominations is also to be hald in Manchester 
on the 13th; and, in the meantime, they are proceeding 
with lectures every night. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
Wednesday, March 31st. 
SOIREE TO MR. FREDERICK DOUGLASS. 
Last night, a very numerous assemblage of the friends 
to the Aboiition of Slavery in America, met at the Lon- 
don Tavern, to testify their hight estimation of the 
character, talents, and eminent services of Frederick 
Douglass, the eloquent champion of his coloured 


brethren in bondage, in free and republican” America, 
and to bid him“ God speed“ in the arduous labours on 


which he is about to enter in the United States, on their 


authority with schoolmasters teaching religion, they should | behalf. Tea and coffee were provided, 
feel that the great mission to which they were called was, | 


to war, with never-slumbering energy, against all meddling 
of the civil authority with religious matters [loud applause]. 
He did not wish this: he had no wish to see our country 
converted into a cauldron of boisterous and bitter parties; 
but this he would calmly say, that, if it did come to this, 
he would do his part—nothing should keep him from the 


point his conscience should indicate as that which he should | 


occupy in relation to it. 


MANCHESTER SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
(From the Manchester Times.) 


A very crowded meeting of the members and friends 
of the schools connected with the Manchester and Sal- 
ford Sunday-school Union was held on Thursday even- 


Previous to the business being entered upon, Mr, 
Henry Russell, the eminent vocalist, sang The Slave 
Ship,“ ‘‘ Boatmen of Ohio,“ &c. 

There were many ladies present. 


Amongst the gentlemen present were: — George 
Thompson, Esq. (chairman), Mr. Frederick Douglass, 
Dr. Cumming (of Bristol), Dr. Price, William Howitt, 
Esq., Rev. Dr. Cox, W. II. Ashurst, Esq., F. Bennock, 
Esq., Rev. J. Tod Brown, Rev. Dr. Thomas, Dr. Con- 
quest, Dr. Oxley, Deputy Stevens, Ed ward Miall, Esq., 


Rev. William IIincks, Jos. Sturge, Esq., Rev. ‘Thos. 
Aveling, Rev. George Wilkins, Joseph Griffiths, Esq., 


ing, in the Corn Exchange, for the parpose of opposing Nungo Bapogee, Vakeel of the Rajah of Sattara, J. NM. 
Hare, Esq., and Goodwyn Barmby. 
| The following gentlemen wrote letters expressing 


the Government plan of education. The chair was 
taken by Alderman Kershaw, and among the gentle- 
men present were the Rev. Dr. Vaughan, Rev. Dr. 
Mussie, Rev. J. Dean, Rev. J. L. Poore, Rev. J. Gwy- 

ler, Rev. R. Jones, Rev. W. Paterson, Rev. D. Rhys 
Stephen, Rev. D. E. Ford, Rev. Mr. Morris, and Rev. 
Mr. Davies; Messrs. George Hadfield, Dilworth, W. 
Morris, R. Needham, J. Griffiths, S. Bradley, Wells, 
Cheetham, Stonier, Swallow, Lincoln, Alderman Ban— 


croft, Stanley, Leese, Rumney, and many other super. | 


intenden ts of schools, 

The C naixman, in opening the proceedings, said, he 
W as not a partisan—a politician; but he could not ap- 
prove of this measure, and he must express his surprise 

at such a proposition from the Whigs. He could not 


conscnt to it, and if any man asked his suffrage to send cause of freedom. 


deep regret at not being able to attend :—Mr. Charles | the abolition of that 


Dickens, Rev. Henry Hugh, Right IIon. Thomas Wise, 
Lord Morpeth, Bishop of Norwich, J. Silk Bucking- 


nam, Bishop of Oxford, Hon. and Rev. Montague | 


| Villiers, and George Dawson, %sq., Birmingham. 


Groner Tuomprson, Esq., chairman, on rising said: 
It is not my intention to detain you many moments 
from listening to others by whom I shall be followed, 
and most of all by one whom we are assembled to 
honour—-one who has conferred great benefit on the 
He has endeared himself to thou- 


sands in this country, not less b his person : 
than by that command with which he is gifted. W. 
are assembled here to-night to testify to him our affec- 
tion for his person, our approbation of his labours, and 
our attachment to the great cause with which he is 
identified. We are here also foranother purpose. We 
delight to cherish Frederick Douglass, because we desire 
by so doing to recognize him as worthy of our esteem, 
our cordial regard, and our full and perfect brother- 
hood. This meeting has been called, think, less for 
for the purpose of doing honour to the individual, than 
of manifesting our warm and unalterable attachment to 
the cause which he represents. Allow me, then, to in- 
terpret your presence here to-night into a proof that 
you recognize in our friend Frederick Douglass, a man 
and‘a brother, in all respects your equal, entitled to the 
liberty which now happily be enjoys, and not only 
him, but all with whom he stands connected by blood 
and country, past suffering and present labour. He 
is one who was born into slavery—born into slavery 
in the United States of America, who remained in 
that state of slavery until he was twenty-one years 
of age, I believe, or more, who, during that time, 
felt all the usual suffering of a slave, and more 
than the usual amount of suffering, inasmuch as his 
capacity to suffer was greater than that of many 
of those around him. Gifted by nature with the 
common love of freedom, which belongs to our nature, 
but of a sensitive and aspiring mind, the iron neces- 
sarily entered deeper into his soul, than in the souls of 
others not situated like himself. Those of you who have 
seen his history are familiar with his aspirations for 
liberty ; with the keen sense of wrong which he en- 
dured from infancy; with the many projects which he 
formed for acquiring that which is God's gift to every 
man, and which can never be taken away, except by 
the foulest outrage upon all natural justice, | the 
most heinous offence against the Being by whom we 
are all created. Those of you who have read his narra- 
tive will know how he at last achieved the great 
object for which he had been sighing for many years— 
that he took leave of the house of bondage, and, after a 
variety of adventures, finally reached the free States of 
America, where, at last, he was discovered by those 
who are attached to the cause of abolition, and with 
whom he has been a fellow-labourer from that period 
down to the present time. Our friend, after labour- 
ing in the United States of America, and after 
having published a narrative of his previous life, 
deemed it at once a prudent step, and one likely 
to be a beneficial one for the cause, to leave for a time 
the shores of America, and visit this country, for the 
urpose of stirring up the abolitionists here, in behalf 
of the slave throughout the world. He came here 
accredited by abolitionists in all parts of the United 
States. He came here commended to us, not only as 
one of the most efficient labourers ever raised up to 
advance the cause of freedom, but one who had en- 
deared himself to all “who had been witnesses of his 
rivate life and personal virtues. Since he has been 
in our country he has traversed its length and its 
breadth ; he has awakened a larger amount of attention 
to the question of slavery th an has ever been awakened 
in the same time by the individual labours of any 
other person in this country. No wonder: highly 
gifted, as he is, with powers of spirit; fruitful as he 
is, in his own experience and observation, of all neces- 
sary illustration of the nature and workings of the 
system ; and representing as he does, in his own 
erson, the fearful wrong done to millions of the 
uman race throughout the world. He has attracted, 
wherever he has gone, very large audiences, and I 
think I may venture to say, that tens of thousands in 
this country, who never felt upon the question before, 
nor ever put forth any exertions to effect its abolition, 
have through his instrumentality been awakened to 
a sense of their duty, and of the high privilege of 
labouring for the achievement of that great and 
lorious object, the personal enfranchisement of the 
uman race dene Mr. Douglass’s mission is ful- 
filled, and he leaves England for America; and it was 
deemed proper that we should have a festive meeting 
like the present, that he might gather round him a few 
out of the many friends he has gained in this country, 
where they might have another opportunity of hearing 
his voice, of contirming the principles which he advo- 
cates, and, finally, of wishing him God speed in his 
way over the Atlantic, and in the labours which lie 
before him in his native country. I know your recep- 
tion of him to-night will be as cordial as he could de- 
sire, and that he will find himself, not as in the United 


States, surrounded by those to whom his colour pre- 
sents a perpetual barrier to anything like intercourse 
on terms of equality. Ie will find our friends insen- 
sible to that odious and unchristian prejudice, which 
has debarred even those who are personally free from 
most of the privileges otherwise 4 by the inhabi - 
| tants of that favoured country. One word as to the 
general extent of slavery. Let us not forget, in the 
‘midst of our own triumph over slavery in the British 
colonies, that but little comparatively has been done to 
| effect either the mitigation of the evils of slavery, or the 
‘extinction of that system, in any other portions of the 
globe. Let it be remembered that, at this moment, 
| Africa is robbed of as large u number of her children 
daily, and weekly, and annually, as she ever 
‘was. That song (the Slave Ship) to which we 
have listened to night, is as applicable to the existing 
state of things as it was when the eloquence of a Wilber- 
force, and the indefatigable labours of a Clarkson—both 
gathered to their eternul reward—were awakening the 
Christian feeling and humanity of Great Britain, for 

foul wrong. ‘This is the state of 
the case as it regards Africa, it was computed by the 
late lamented Mr. Buckstone, that one thousand of 
the children of Africa are every day, either dragged 
from the shores of that country, or slaughtered along 
the beach, or perish in their way from the far interior, 
‘down to the place of their embarkation, for a remote 
aud everlasting bondage, Let us not forget, either, 
‘that throughouc the empire of Brazil, in South Ame- 
rien, throughout a majority of the United States of 
America thut in the colonies of Spain, Holland, and 
France, and other European states, slavery is still as 


ripe as ever ; no mitigation of the evils of the system, 
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no apparent prospect of the speedy extinction of that 
system. What, then, is our duty? We are preaching 
every day by example, and that is well; the fact of our 
having extinguished slaver 


effects upon the minds of millions throughout the 


the condition of those who seek to regain their liberty. 
Our duty is, therefore, I conceive, still to do that 
which we have the power of doing to extinguish the 
system, superadded to the cxample we have set, of 
being the first nation in modern times on the face of the 
globe to assume the sackcloth of repentance, and to 
undo the heavy burdens put upon mankind. We are 
able to influence the United States, and the minds of 


all thinking, honest, and Christian men throughout the | 


world. No country can bring so great an influence to 
bear upon the United States, and America generally, as 
this country can. One in language, one in religion, 
similar in most of our political and civil institutions, 
constantly reciprocating seniiments with that country, 
influencing that country through our literature—influ- 
encing that country through the various Christian de- 
nominations and institutions that hold fellowship with 
kindred societies on the other side of the water. Linked 
to that country by a thousand ties in the way of trade 
and commerce, we can be constantly using our influ- 
ence as a nation in this and other departments, that 
will be sensibly felt on the other side of the Atlantic. 
There is one way in which we can help, and shall help, 
the cause of the slave to-night. Could we once cause 
these three millions of human beings to start up in the 
eyes of the white Americans as men and women—could 
we impress upon the minds of those who now oppress 
them, either directly or indirectly, the deep conviction 
that they are men and women, and that they are 
wronging beings of equal capacity, of like origin, 
and like destinies with themselves — I do believe 
there are thousands and hundreds of thousands 
in that country, who would shrink with horror from 
making merchandize of parties in whom they recognized 
individuals on a footing of perfect equality with them- 
selves. By some process, which I cannot divine, and 
therefore cannot pretend to describe, they have brought 
themselves to believe that they are trafficking in beings 
of an inferior nature tothemselves. ‘They will not hold 
the negro to be equal with themselves; they will not 
* 5 his full title to the dignity of a human being, 
hey find an excuse for reducing him to the condition 
of a beast of burden, by talking of his inferiority, and 
pointing a pra | to the very effect of their own op- 
pression as the proofs of their inferiority. Even if i: 
‘Were 80, it would not lessen the crime; but it is not so. 
Even the country from which they originally came, was 
distinguished in ancient times, while we, the dwellers 
up his island, were deemed unfit for the slave-market 
of Rome, by reason of our barbarous condition, Africa 
is not without her advocates for the {ull title of her 
children to the honours of humanity. In times long 
past, Africa has sent her heroes to the field, her states- 
men to the senate, her bishops to the church, and her 
martyrs to the flames. Our own British Museum will 
silence those who deny the right of the negro’s claim to 
nt privileges with ourselves, by our pointing to some 
the proudest monuments of ancient art, as demon- 
stration of the intelligence, and as proofs of the cultiva- 
tion of the race. 
negro to-night? By giving the right hand of fellow- 
ship to our friend, we shall read a practical lesson to 
those by whom he and his fellow-sufferers are peise- 
cuted and proscribed in that country. For a man, cul- 
tivated in mind, aspiring in his disposition, aiming, as 
every man should aim, at occupying a situation of emi- 
nence in the esteem and good opinion of his fellows—for 
such a man to be in any part of the United States 
marked out for scorn, and obloquy, and avoidance, is to 
inflict upon him, wherever his footsteps may travel, the 
deepest and most poignant suffering. Our friend has felt 
this; he goes a to feel it again; but I think he will 
carry back an antidote to that prejudice; I think his 
career in this country,and last, and above all, the sustain- 
ing recollection of this night's meeting, will uphold his 
ope amidst the frowns, and sneers, and calumnies of 
ose with whom he will have to contend on the other 
side of the Atlantic. He will think, though I am a 
banished man here, I am a brother on the other side of 
the water; though my manhood is denied here, there is 
not an Englishman, an Irishman, or a Scotchman, who 
would for a moment shrink from giving me his hand, 
from recognizing me as his equal and his brother, and 
of helping me in the cause which I have at heart. Al- 
ready this prejudice is giving way ; already the sensible, 
the thoughtful, and Christian-minded are becoming 
ashamed of it; already there are signs of the most en- 
couraging kind, prognosticating that this horrid preju- 
dice is not inferior in its magnitude and character to 
slavery itself. ‘The system is giving way, it sball give 
way, and the human being shall yet stand out in the 
deathless attributes of his nature, stamped with the 
image of the same Creator, and born for the same high 
and immortal destiny as ourselves. ‘The time is rapidly 
approaching, when it will be no longer possible to shackle 
— human beings, and drive them under the lash of 
the masters. I im happy to learn from the latest arri- 
vals from the United States, that the great cause there 
continues to advance; that the abolitionists sre gaining 
one ane after another, even in the high places of that 
country. I am glad to find that a majority of the houses 
of Representatives have resolved that no territory added 
to the United States of America, whether it be in 
Mexico or any other part of that great continent, shall 
be polluted by the system of slavery [cheers]. I learn 
too, from the same source of information, that there is a 
growing feeling in the Eastern states, in favour of a 
peaceful disruption of the union, in the event of the 
States generally still upholding the system of domestic 
servitude. This augurs a great advance of public 
opinion. Those who know anything of that great peo- 
ple, know that there is nothing on earth they cling to 
more pertinaciously, or more fondly, than their beloved 
institutions. ‘There are tens of thousands who would 
to-morrow dissolve that union, rather than perpetuate 
that iniquity, and you have furnished me with the 
strongest proof of the advance which has been made by 
nuine and unadulterated anti-slavery sentiments. 
uch is the state of things already in the United States 


How can we advance the cause of the 


of America. 
cently, proudly, and egotistically te deride America. 


There is no gentleman on this platform who will sneer 
has already produced its 


at that country—who will utter a wish that its glory and 


prosperity should be less than what they are. No; long 
lobe; but it has not yet wrought any amelioration in 


may she live, to spread our language, our literature, our 
religion, and our virtues—not our vices—over the length 
and breadth of that continent [cheers]. Long may she 
exist, to carry on the many noble enterprises in which 
she has embarked. We ask her only to do that which 
we ourselves, for conscience’ sake, have done in our 
own colonies. She says we planted the tree there ; that 
from age to age we watered its roots, and gave luxuri- 
ousness to its branches. True: it was our forefathers 
who planted the system there. We will draw from 
this historical and admitted fact an argument for 
doing what we can to bring down that tree — to 
destroy it root and branch; nor will we be satisfied 
to rest in our labours until it ceases to spread its pesti- 
lential shade over one of the fairest portions of the 
globe. We will not speak to them in the spirit of self- 
righteousness; but, nevertheless, we will speak plainly 
and boldly, for we have a right to speak, and it is our 
duty to speak. Wherever we see wrong done to 


a fellow-being we have a right to interfere; and re- 


member, we interfere for those who cannot interfere 
for themselves [cheers]. They are, to a great extent, 
helpless and embruted; those anecdotes could not be 
told of them that have been told here and elsewhere, 
had they been permitted to enjoy, as we are permitted 
to enjoy, the blessings of early culture. They want not 
capacity. I heard one of the most distinguished mis- 
sionaries that ever went to the West Indies, the late 
noble-minded and lion-hearted William Knibb; 1 
heard him declare, all other things being equal, he 
would rather take a school of coloured children than a 
school of whites, and he would undertake, after a given 
period, to present them more proficient than the school 
of white children. This he said from his knowledge of 
their aptitude to learn, and the general ge of the 
negro race, with which he was so well acquainted. 
But be this as it may, they are men and women like 
ourselves [hear]. Let those who have greater know- 
ledge, greater intelligence, wider capacity, more in- 
fluence, let them use it generously, magnanimously, 
like Christians, for the purpose of redeeming this race 
from their thraldom. Iam not frightened at the viru- 
lent violence of our friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic. The taore they roar, the stronger is my con- 
viction that they know their cause to be a bad one; but 
let us ever have faith in the principles themselves. 
With times, with seasons, with circumstances, with 
politics, with cabinets, we have nothing to do. God's 
method of redeeming man isby the simple proclamation 
of the truth. We ask no glittering swords, no thundering 
artillery, no armament, no legions, no gathered armies, 
we ask none of these instrumentalities for the advance- 
raent of this cause. He asks us to utter his message, to 
preach it unadulterated in its nature, and to apply, while 
we preach, that holy will or law, to regulate our 
conduct towards our fellow-creatures. We are every 
day learning more and more the secret of bringing about 
bloodless revolutions, by the unceasing promulgation of 
some great and noble idea. We will go on preaching 
these doctrines, and the proof that we do not preach 
them in vain is shown in the strength of the abolitionists 
increasing. When I was in America, the abolitionists 
were a few, scattered, and outcast band, persecuted from 
town to town, and from city to city, their property 
destroyed, their persons ever in peril, and every place 
rose against them. Let us thank God, and take cou- 
rage; let us not weary in well-doing. We should be 
the basest of mortals, if, remembering what the 
youngest here can rembember, we do not gira up our 
loins and go forward. Only on Thursday last, after 
seven years of struggle, at that refuge of tyranny and 
oppression, the India-house, did truth and right pre- 
vail; can you despair of anything, then, when a 
majority can be found at the India-house, in favour of 
justice and truth? [great cheering.] Let us take cou- 
rage, I say, and go forward; let us beware, however, 
of one thing; let us ever discriminate between that 
which is good, and that which is bad, Let us endea- 
vour to win our honest way to the hearts and con- 


sciences of our American brethren, by showing chem 


that we are as sensible of their excellencies and virtues 
as we are alive to their defects and their vices. 
cherish every American, even the worst of them, with- 
out identifying ourselves with the prejudice or oppres- 
sion which he exhibits in his own country. Let us 


purge our churches at home, and then shall we be able, | 


with consistency and potency, to carry on this cause, 


and help our friend, Frederick Douglass, the desire of | 


whose heart, the objectof whose life, the sum of whose 
labours and prayers is, the enfranchisement of the 
three millions of his brethren who. are in bonds [great 
cheering]. I have great pleasure in calling upon— 
The Rev. J. Top Brown to propose the first senti- 
ment. That gentleman, on rising, said: I regret that 
there should devolve upon me the somewhat ungracious 
task of proposing to you this sentiment. It seems to 
me as if I were requested to ad minister a strung moral 


emetic; it breathes of abhorrence, of disapprobation, of 


deprecation. I therefore take it for granted that you 
cherish an instinctive horror of slavery —that you shrink 
from it as you would trom the sight ot a serpent—that 
you have got over all the reasoning, all the philological 
quibbling, which has been brought into the field in 
vindication of the system. 
you know, and know well, that Moses did not originate 
the system of slavery—that, finding it already existing, 
he passed rules for its restriction and mitigation—that 
in the New Testament St. Paul exhorts slaves as fast 
as possible to get themselves tree—that upon the same 
principle on which, when our Lord says, “If a 
man smite thee upon the one cheek, turn to him 
the other also;’’ whilst the duty of the person so 


stricken is described, there is no vindication whatever | 


of the conduct of him who inflicts the blow; and, 
finally, that, upon the great principle laid down in the 
Acts of the Apostles, that the times of that ignorance 
God winked at, we now are free to hohl up betore you 


again that great chapter of human rights and liberties, | 


unfolded in the garden of Eden, ratiticd and repeated 
in the text chat God hath made of one blood all the 
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We are not here to-night self-compla- | nations of the earth.“ You are now, in the terms of 


this sentiment, exhorted to hold up before your mental 
vision a picture of the slave, manacled, scourged, de- 
graded, despoiled in his bodily energies : and, oh! could 
you invoke from its corporeal framework the immortal 
spirit—could you contrast what he is with what he might 
have been, had his faculties been permitted free develop- 
ment—when you think of his degraded ignorance, that 
the light of truth is purposely screened from all contact 
with his intellectual vis.on—when you see him sunk 
to the state of little better than that of the beast of the 
field—surely you will respond to the sentiment which 
I have now the honour of proposing for your appro. 
bation. 


This assembly hereby expresses its deep abhorrence of the 
system of slavery, which dooms tocompulsory, unmitigated, 
and uncompensated toil, attended with unutterable eruel- 
ties, a large portion of the human family; and weuld 
especially mark its disapprobation of the American people 
in proclaiming equal and inalienable heirship to liberty ag 
the birthright of every human being, and denying the en- 
joyment thereof to one-sixth part of its population for a 
period of seventy years now past; and would further depre- 
cate the conduct of those bodies of professing Christians 
who, by their connexion with the system, and apology for it, 
are at once strengthening and perpetuating it. 


When looking at a slave, whether on the coast of Africa 

or in the slave-market of Constantinople, a feeling of 

righteous indignation cannot fail to arise, though for the 
inhabitants of those parts of our world much excuse 
might,be made, the light of religion has not dawned there, 
the truth is not known there; but what shall we say of 
America—America, the pioneer as it were in the warfare 
of liberty—America, planting deep the tree of freedom, 
tossing up the ¢ap and waving the flag of liberty? Oh, 

how incomprehensible, how monstrous, that America 

should be stained by this foul spot—America, the grand 
locomotive of liberty, and yet the stronghold of slavery— 
America sending into the sky of human opinion her 
haughty eagle, and yet that eagle stooping to the foulest 

of all carrion—human flesh,—America, the experimental 
empire in which are proceeding those processes that in- 

volve the grandest destinies of human nature ; and yet 
America is no better than a penal settlement, in which 
are beheld gangs of slaves, whose blood reeks from the 

ground, and implicates the vengeance of that holy Being 
who has declared“ Iwill repay.“ America is the very acme 
of absurdity, it is the very perfection of paradox, and the 
practical mode in which we would now gain over 
America, is this; would ladies and gentlemen that that 
noble vessel which I saw quit her port and then heard 
that within twelve short hours she was a wreck and 
a ruin, a mighty monument at once of man’s power 
and wisdom, of his folly and his feebleness ; were that 
noble vessel again set afloat, we could load her with 
petitions from churches and congregations and meet- 
ings; we could wait her across the ocean with our 
wishes; and then we should present ourselves in Con- 
gress, we should plant the tree of liberty in the eyes 
of the deputies, we should cover its floor with our 
remonstrances, we should tell these Legislators 
there is crime at the very core of their consti- 

tution. Her self-government to us seems but a 

whited sepulchre ; your presidential chair, like that 
of England's Canute, stands upon the sands and 
quicksands, and if you alter not your course, why the 
tide of opinion, Omnipotent as your own Atlantic, 
sweeping onward from the white cliffs of Albion, shall 
one day ingulf that chair, and your Union shall be 
broken up, except you repent and redress the wrongs of 
the slave. Shame upon Americaand her slave-holding 
churches, her slave-holding and slave-selling minister, 
who passes the cup of communion to his brother freeman 
in the truth, and yet can bring his mind to look upon 
the black man as property, capable of being bought and 
sold like his dog or his horse—can look on him as a 
mere mass of flesh and blood—can forget that he has 
been impressed with the indestruciible image of God, 
Oh! how are we to reconcile inconsistency so mon- 
strous as this? Perish the hand that would rivet 
the chain of the slave; perish the heart that does 
not weep tears of blood at the thought of his wrong. 
But what shall we say of Christians, British born, 


Let us 


I take it for granted that 


who lend their hands to this abominable system; 
at least, of their toleration of it and trafficking in it? 
One body of Christians, which has arrogated to itself 
the title of ** Free the emblem of that body of Chris- 
_tians is the burning bush, with the motto beneath it, 

„Nevertheless, it was not consumed.’ How would 
they look were a stake fixed beside that burning bush, 

with a slave chained to it, and the chain stretched 
across it, and the motto still bencath it, „Vet that 
chain was not consumed?’ That body of professing 
Christians went to America. They were forewarned. 
One of the most respectable ministers in the United 
| States told me, that it was disiinctly stated to them, 
that if they went to these southern parts, and defiled 
their fingers with slave money, they would get into 
trouble. ‘They persevered, without one word of de- 
nunciation against the system; they did more, they 

took the money — the price of blood; they did 

more, they came back to this country, and the case 
was repeated and reiterated in their hearing, till all 

Scotland rang with the ery ‘send back the money.” 
Have they done so? No; not because they are poor, 
_ treasure pours into their coffers, as it were, miraculously. 
I suppose they kept it upon the principle that they can- 
not bring themselves to confess they have done wrong, 

and thus they let out unfortunately the secret of their 
inkallibility. Wich all Christian feeling I would exhort 

them, if my feeble voice might reach their ears, to wash 

their hands of this stain, to come forward and acknow- 
ledge they have done wrong, instead of trying to get up 
a case, as they did, in favour of slavery,—vindicating 
and apologizing for it. But, send back the money, and 
then, but not before, as it seems to me, will they have 
the right, in good faith, to put up that petition—“ For- 
give us our debts’’—debts to the emancipation party in 
| America—debts tothe enslaved population, whose chains 
indirectly they have been the means of forging; then, 


and not before, will they be entitled to put up the 
petition—“ Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.” 

Dr. Cox rose to second the sentiment. He said: You 
shall have at least one short speech. I came here with 
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no intention whatever of speaking, but for the purpose 
sitting and listening to what might be eaid; and espe- 
cially anticipating the pleasure of hearing our friend 
Frederick Douglass, I honour the individuals who, 
from the first, have taken a leading part in this move- 
ment. I honour them for their zeal, their devotedness, 
and their perseverance; and I hail the day—not dis- 
tant, I hope—when we shalt unite together in thanks- 
giving to God, who, through their instrumentality, has 
broken the chains of the slave [eheers]. 

This sentiment was then put to the vote, and carried 
unanimously. : 

Wiui1am Howrrr. Esq., on rising, was received with 
much warmth. He remarked: ‘There is one circum- 
stance which, I am sure, will make you agree with me, 
and that is, that all the speakers who have to follow 
should be very short; for we are met here chiefly to 
hear the farewell words of our excellent friend, Frede- 
rick Douglass. I am, therefore, very glad that the senti- 
ment which has been put into my hands is a sentiment 
so clear, so just, so accordant with the principles held 
in this country and by a large class in America, that it 
will want very few words from me: 

This assembly hereby most earnestly appeals to the Su- 
preme Legislature of the United States to exercise its pre- 
rogative, by abolishing slavery in the district of Columbia, 
and the traffic between the States; and to the various 
Legislatures in the south, to emancipate the bondmen in 
their respective territories, as a means of seeuring honour 
and renown to the white population, and elevation and hap- 
piness to the slave. 
Now, it does appear to me that there could not be a fitter 
occasion for uttering this sentiment and making this ap- 

al to America than the present, when we are sending 
— to America a man who came here as a runaway slave, 
but who goes back not only a free man but a man who 
has rendered the most eminent service to the cause of 
freedom in general. Frederick Douglass has been in 
this country a walking, a talking, and a personal re- 
futation of all the evil sayings which have been used 
against his race from time to time, in order to sanction 
the injustice which has been exercised towards it. We 
have been told this race is an inferior race, fit for no- 
thing but to toil and till the ground; but we have seen 
Frederick Douglass, and we ask, Are these the men 
who are only fit to till the ground, to work in the sugar- 
mill, or use the hoe? fit only to have every tie of their 
nature—every social tie, every religious tie, torn asun- 
der at the will of those who call themselves wiser > Are 
these the men whose backs are to bear the mark of 
the lash,— whose toes are to be chopped off, who 
are to have their teeth knocked out,—who are 
by these marks to be known when they run away, 
—are these the men who, when they come to 
Europe, are found to be men, not merely of average 
talent, but of great talent—men who under the most 
disadvantageous circumstances have acquired the most 
extraordinary information—;men who come here, and 
before the most accomplished audiences in this 
country show that they are men without any mark 
of the slave—they are the men not of an ordinary but 
of an extraordinary class. Frederick Douglass has 
been one of the most effective labourers in behalf of the 


slave, that has ever appeared in this country ; there are 


two other gentlemen, whose names I could wish to see 
united with his, that we may send back their names 
and their reputation to America with Frederick Dou- 

lass’s, and those are William Lloyd Garrison and 

enry C. Wright. I hope that America will continue 
to send us every year such men; they are flre-brands 
that will burn up corruption and dissipate the injustice 
of America. I hope that such gentlemen will continue 
to pay us visits. Slavery not merely affects the black ; 
it degrades the white man more than it does the black. 
I trust that Frederick Douglass will, from year to year, 
learn that we are fostering that spirit which he himself 
has planted, and may see the work, the great work, 
which he has so effectually served here, completely 
finished * 

F. Bennock, Esq., on rising to second the sentiment, 
observed: I cannot but esteem it a high privilege to 
appear here this evening;ta testify my abhorrence of 
slavery in every respect —slavery at home, as well as 
slavery abroad. My 1 of America as a nation, is 
of the highest order. I cannot forget that she set us 
first the example of liberty, and taught humanity its 
noblest prerogative, and its highest duty independence, 
and a liberty of legislating for ourselves. So long as 
America holds three millions of men in slavery, can 
that be a free country? America can never be truly 


noble, or truly great, until she erase that blot fiom her 
escutcheon. 


Dr. Conquest proposed the third sentiment, which 
was in the following words: 

This assembly hereby tenders to Mr. Frederick Douglass 
their heartfelt congratulations on his attainment of the 
blessings of freedom; and, having witnessed with delight 
his magnanimous and undaunted course in portraying so 
touchingly the wrongs and sufferings, and advocating so 
irresistibly the inalienable rights of 3,000,000 of his fellow- 
beings, who are held in chains and slavery in the United 
States, hereby expresses its unfeigned hope, that the Great 
Parent of Good may spare his invaluable life to labour on 
their behalf, until the trump of jubilee shall sound from the 
Atlantic to the Roeky Mountains, and from Canada to the 
Gulf of Mexico. | 

Dr. Oxuey, of Hackney, observed: I most cordially 
agree with the sentiment just read. I am happy in 
having an opportunity of giving our friend my right 
hand of friendship, and wish him every blessing. 

The Cunalnuax, in introducing Frederick Douglass 
to the meeting, said: You will to-night have the op- 
portunity of listening to one who was once a picce of 
property in the United States. Perhaps some of you 
never heard a piece of property speak before. Respect- 
ing the purchase of Mr. Douglass's freedom, the Chair- 
man observed that Mrs. Hannah Richardson, of New- 
eastle-upon-Tyne, was mainly instrumental in procuring 
his release. I am sure (continued the Chairman) that 
every individual feels the deepest interest in Mr. 

Ouglass’s welfare; and I call upon you, therefore, as 
many of you as are for adopting this sentiment, who 
can thus conscientiously offer Mr. Douglass your heart- 
felt wishes for the preservation of his health, to signify 
the same by standing up. The whole assembly then 
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rose, and gave three cheers and one cheer maore with 1 


the greatest enthusiasm. 

Fesperick DovorAss, on rising, was greeted with 
vociferous cheering, and his interesting and eloquent 
discourse was listened to with marked attention. He 
said: I never stood before an audience like that I now 
see before me without feeling my incompetence to do 
justice to the cause which I am here to advocate, or to 
the expectation which is generally created for me by the 
friends who generally precede me. Certainly, if the 
eulogiums bestowed upon me this evening were correct, 
I should be able to entertain this audience for hours by 
my eloquence; but I claim none of this. While I feel 
grateful to the generosity of my friends, I can certainly 
claim very little right to them, for I was once a slave. 
I never had a day’s schooling in my life; all that I know 
Ihave stolen [cheers], and I wish at once to relieve you 
from all expectation of agreat speech. That I am deeply 
and earnestly engaged in advocating the cause of my 
brethren is most true, and as such, this evening, I hail 
your kind expressions towards me with profoundest 
gratitude. I will make use of these expressions, I will 
take them home in my memory, they shall be written 
upon my heart, and I will use them in that land of 
boasted liberty and light, yet that land of abject slavery, 
for the purpose of overthrowing that system, and re- 
storing the negro in that land to his long lost rights. 
Sir, the time for argument on this question is over ; but 
place me in an assembly of ministers or of politicians to 
call in question my right to freedom, I can stand up and 
open my mouth, and assert boldly and strongly my rights ; 
but where all is admitted, where almost every one is wait- 
ing for the last word of a sentiment, that he may cheer 
it—that he may respond to every sentence, waiting for 
the end of the most radical resolution, that he may 
hold up his hand in favour of it—I certainly have very 
little to do. You have done all for me. Still, sir, I 
may manage, out of the scraps of cloth you have left, 
to make a coat of many colours; not such a one as 
Joseph's, but one which may bear some resemblance to 
that. I have listened to the patriotic, or, rather, the 
respectful language used towards America and towards 
Americans. i contess that, although I am going back 
to that country, though I have many friends there, I 
am not here to make any professions of respect what- 
ever to that country, or to its institutions. The 
fact is, the whale system—the whole network of 
American Sogiety is one great falsehood. Ameri- 
cans have become dishonest men from the very cir- 
cumstances by which they are surrounded, Seventy 
pease ago they went to the battle-field in defence of 
iberty. Sixty years ago they formed a constitution, 
over the very gate-way of which they inscribed, ** To 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity!” In their declaration of independence they 
made the loudest and clearest assertions of the rights 
of man; at the very same time, the men who drew up 
the Declaration of Independence—the very men who 
framed the American cuonstitution—the very men who 
adopted that constitution—were trafficking in the bodies 
and souls of their fellow-men! From the adoption of 
the constitution of the United States downwards, 
everything good and great in the heart of the Ameri- 


can people, everything patriotic in that, has been 


summoned to defend that great lie before the world, 
they have been driven from their very patriotism to 
defend this great falsehood. How have they done it? 
They have done so by wrapping slavery up in honied 
words, and calling it our “ peculiar institution,“ our 
‘social system,“ our “ patriarchal institution,“ our 
‘‘ democratic institution.“ They have spoken of it in 
every way but the right way. In their constitution, no 
less than three clauses may be found of the most deter- 
mined hostility to the liberty of the black in that 
country; yet clothed in such language that no English- 
man could take offence at it; for instance, the President 
of the United States „shall, at all times, and in all 
cases, call out the army and navy to suppress domes- 
tic insurrections.“ ‘The Englishman, in reading that 
clause of the constitution, would very readily assent 
to the justice of this proposition. The army and navy, 
what is it good for, but to suppress insurrection, and pre- 
serve the quiet and harmony of society? But, what 
does it mean as shadowed forth in that constitution? 
what does it mean to the Americans? It means this— 
every man who casts a ball in the American ballot, be- 
comes that very man who raises his hand in sup- 
port of the American constitution, Every man who 
swears to support that instrument, at the same time 
swears that the slaves of that country shall be 
slaves or die. ‘Lhis clause of the constitution converts 
every American into an enemy of the black man in 
that land. Every bayonet, every sword, every musket, 
every cannon, has its deadly aim at the bosom of the 
negro. Three millions of them lie there, under the 
heel of seventeen million white men; there they 
stand, with all the religion, with all the moral in- 
fluence, with all, the means of co-operation—there 
they stand, sworn before God and the universe, 
that the slave shall be a slave or die. If any slave 
shall, in the darkness of midnight, think himself 
aman, and entitled to the rights of a man, shall steal 
away from the hovel or quarter, or shall snap the chain 
that binds his leg, shall break the fetter that links him 
to slavery, and seck a refuge from a democracy by 
flying to a monarchy—that that slave, in all his 
windings by night and by day on his way from a land 
of slavery to one of freedom, shall be liable to be 
hunted down like a felon, and dragged back to the 
bondage from which he has escaped ; so that the clause 
of the statute which provides this power, is one of the 
grandest sateguards of that system which we have met 
this evening to express our detestation of, This 
is the clause which makes that whole land one vast 
hunting-ground for man. It gives to the slave-holder 
the right, any moment, to set his bloodhounds, well- 
trained, upon the track of his fugitive, and drag him 
back to the jaws of slavery—to the master from whom 
he had escaped. There is no valley so deep, no moun- 


throughout that whole land, as to make a man 
having a skin not coloured like your own, to 
enjoy the right to his own land; he will be hunted 
down inamoment. ‘This clause of the statute is one 


that feeling of wrong that is now crushing three 
millions of those identitied with me by their servi- 
tude and chains. The slave holders of the south, 
would be wholly unable to hold their slaves but for 
the existence of this safeguard ; but for this, the slaves 
would run away, for they do not love their masters so 
well as their masters sometimes flatter themselves 
[laughter]. They frequently run away; you have an 
instance of it before you [cheers]. The northern states 
stand round the slave system; they say to the slave- 
holder, We have a feeling of abhorrence of slavery— 
we would not hold slaves ourselves—we are sincerely 
opposed to slavery; but if your slaves run away from 
you, and come among us, we will return them to you; 
and while you can make them believe that we will 
return them, of course, they will not run away. If 
your slaves attempt to gain their freedom by force we 
will bring down upon them the whole civil, military 
and naval force of the nation, and crush them into 
obedience. If you can make them believe that we will 
do so, and we will give them evidence that we will 
do so, by our votes in Congress and the Senate, by our 
religious assemblies, by our votes, by our deadly 
hate, by our deadly prejudice * the coloured man, 
we will give you every means of conveyance of the slave 
back to his master, if he dares to attempt to regain his li- 
berty, but, mind, let it be understood that we hate slavery, 
After noticing, with great eloquence, the present posi- 
tion of slavery in the United States, Mr. Douglass pro- 
ceeded: But, Sir, I go back to the United States not as 
I came here. I came a slave, I go back free; I came 
here despised, I go back with reputation, for I am sure 
if the Americans will believe one tithe of all that has 
been said respecting me, they will certainly admit me 
to be rather bettec than I was. I go back to toil, though 
in better circumstances than I came—not to have ease 
and comfort. Since I came to this land, I have had 
every inducement to stop here. The kindness of my 
friends in the north has been unbounded: they have 
offered me every inducement to bring my family over 
to this country; they have even gone so far as to give 
money to free them, that they might be brought to this 
land, and I should settle He here in a different 
position from that I should be in in the United States ; 
but, Sir, I prefer to live a life of activity—I prefer to go 
home, to go to America. I glory in the conflict, that I 
may also glory in the victory. i go back, turning away 
from the ease and respectability which I might main- 
tain here; I go back for the sake of my brethren; I go 
back to suffer with them, to toil with them, to endure 
insults with them, to lift up my voice for them, to speak 
for them, to write for them, to struggle in the ranks with 
them for that emancipation which is yet to be achieved b 
the power of truth over the basest selfishness, I go back 
gladly. I shall leave this country for the United States 
on the 4th of April, which is near at hand. I feel 
not only satisfied but highly-gratified with my visit to 
this country. I will tell my coloured countrymen how 
Englishmen feel for them. It will be something to 
give them patience under their sorrows, and hope of a 
future emancipation. I shall try to have daguerreo- 
typed upon my heart this scene of upturned faces, I 
will tell them this; strengthen them in their sufferings 
and in their toils; and I am sure in this I ‘shall have 
your sympathy, as well as their blessing. Pardon me, 
my friends, for the disconnected manner in which I 
have addressed you, but I have spoken out of the fulness 
of my heart ; as the words came up, so have they been 
uttered, not altogether, perhaps, so delicately, systema- 
tically, and refinedly as they might have been, but still 
you must take them as they are. They are the free aut- 
gushings of my heart, overborne with the grateful emo- 
tion fur the kindness I have received in this country, 
from the day I arrived hese, to the present moment. 
With deepest gratitude, farewell. iM: . Douglass con- 
cluded his address amid prolonged and enthusiastic 
cheering. ] 


The meeting concluded a few minutes before twelve. 
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PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 


In THE House or Lorps, yesterday, the royal assent was given 
by commission to various bills, On the motion of Earl Gary, their 
lordships adjourned to Thursday, the L6th of April, then to meet in 
the portion of the new palace which has been assigned for their 
lordships’ use, 

In the House of Commons, Mr, Spooner moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for the suppression of trading in seduction, and for the bet- 
ter protection of females; but ou Mr. C. BenKeLey's noticing that 
strangers were present, the galleries were cles red, and the discus- 
sion proceeded with closed doors, At its terminacion leave was 
given to bring in the bill, and strangers were readmitted, 


Lord Monpern, in an elaborate speech of details and statistics, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill for the improvement of health in 
towns, when, alter a discussion, in which Mr, MacKINNON, the 
Eu lof LINCOLN, and other hou. members took part, the motion was 
agreed to. We have not room this week for an outline of the measure. 

Onthe question of going into committee on the Army Service Bill, 


Sir H. DovGLas moved that it be committed that day six months. 
A protracted debate ensued on the subject of enlistment and pen- 
sions, and the character and conduct of the soldiers, and the various 
topics involved inthe propo-ed limitations in the periods of service 
contemplated by the bill; after which, Sir II. Douglas having with. 
drawn his amendment, the bill was committed, 

The Health of Towns and Protection of Females Billa were 
brought up and read a firet time. 


er — — 
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yur EprcxriON AL. Conrerence.— We have just re- 
ceived information, as we are going to press, that the Con- 
ference of the opponents of the Government Scheme of 
Education has been fixed by the Central Committee to be 
held at Crosby-hall, Bishopsgate-street, on Tuesday the 13th 
of April, at ten o’clock, and that it shall consist of persons 
deputed by any body of individuals organized as a com- 
mittee or otherwise, for the purpose of opposing that mea- 
sure, or by any congregation or other persons who shall 
have united ina petition to Parliament againstit. Notice 
of the appointment to be sent in, on or before Friday, the 
Oth of Abril. 


ANTI-STATE-CHURCIL CONFERENCE, — APPOINTMENT or Dar- 


GATES,—Loudon, Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Not- 
tain so high, no plain so extensive, no spot so sacred 


tingham, Sheffield, full, Boston, and several other towns, have 
elected delegates, or are making arrangements for holding meet- 
ings for that purpose. We remind our readers that, in order to 
secure correct lists of the Members’ of the Conference, and avoid 


confusion at the time of meeting, notice of the various appoint 


of the most deadly; it is one that serves to keep | 


ments should be given to the Executive Committee immediately. 
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The Noncontormist. 


— 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For Eight Lines and under. ..... 5s. 0d. 
For every additional Two Lines... 6d. 
Half a Column,.. £1 | Column....... £2 
% All communications to the Editor should be addressed 
to the office, 3, Whitefriars-street, Fleet-street. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The letter to“ The Directors of the London Missionary 
Society,“ excluded this week for want of room. Other 
communications excluded for a like reason. 


— — ——— — 


, We beg to give notice that the reprint of the 
Report of the Liverpool Discussion is completely 
exhausted. 


— — 


—— 


— — —— — — 
— — —— ae —— — 


On and after SATuRDAY, the 3rd of APRIL, the 
Publishing Office of the Nonconformist will be 
removed to 4, Horse Shoe-court, Ludgate-hill ; 
‘where all Communications to the Editor and Pub- 
lisher should be addressed. 


“Che Ponconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1847. 


SUMMARY. 


In order to meet the large demands upon our 
space, arising from the agitation against the Govern- 
ment educational project, we publish this week a 
supplement of eight pages. The facts, statements, 
and speeches reported elsewhere, we leave to make 
their own impression. It is needless for us to add 
one word, in the shape of argument, to deepen in the 
minds of Dissenters a conviction of the infamous 
character of this measure. We have but a brief 
interval in which to marshal our united forces 
in opposition to Ministers. On the 19th of 
April, the decision of a single vote in the House of 
Commons may, after, perhaps, only one night’s dis- 
cussion, ratify the intentions of the Whigs and their 
ecclesiastical allies to revolutionize the educational 
character of England—~to add new strength to the 
State-church, at the same time that they directly 
sanction the principle of paying all sects of religionists— 


and to invest the Committee of Council, or in other 


words its Secretary, Mr. Kay Shuttleworth, with an 
irresponsible power, which the Poor-law Commission, 
in its palmiest days, would have envied. The mag- 
nitude of the danger, and the combined influence of 
our opponents, demand all our energies. Nothing 
but the most unwearied agitation can defeat this in- 
sidious attack on the freedom and virtue of the Brit- 
ish people. But agitation without determination 
of purpose—without a resolve to embody conviction 
in political act—can effect but little. The Whigs have 
had long experience of the aimless policy of Dis- 
senters; and we doubt whether any professions or 
threats will undeceive them in the opinions they 
never care to conceal. Thus, the other day, when 
informed, by a member of a deputation, that, by per- 
sisting in the present measure, he would endanger the 
interests of his party, Lord John Russell smiled incre- 
dulously. He imagines he knows Dissenters better 
than they know themselves. We will not say whether 
or not he is likely to prove mistaken, as a few months 
will, at latest, bring the matter to a test. Cannot they 
— him some strong and unmistakeable proof of our 
rmness and independence? If the members for the 
city of London, Devonport, Nottingham, Manchester, 
Edinburgh, and other such places, were to receive 
intimation, in the shape of a pledge from their Dis- 
senting constituents, that the Parliamentary abettors 
of this scheme would be opposed, at all hazards, re- 
gardless of personal and party predilections, at the 
next general election, the Whig Cabinet might be dis- 
posed t pause, and reconsider their determination. 
is is, we believe, our sole hope of producing any 
salutary effect upon the minds of the leading states- 
men of Parliament. Upon this subject we quote 
the following sound advice of a writer in the Eclectic 
Review for April :— 

„As yet, we are an unbribed and uncorrupted people; and 
if our power be skilfully exerted, we cannot well fail of 
success. In order to this, however, we must make up our 
minds to adecided and straightforward course. There 
must be no hesitation, no looking back, no double-dealing, 
no truckling to political expediency. We must speak 
firmly and without equivocation. Our members must see 
that we are in earnest; and when the time comes to re- 
deem our pledge, the poll must bear witness to our fidelity. 
A general election is happily at hand, and we know how 
this operates. Our electoral strength is sufficient to de- 
termine the contest in most of the boroughs of the king- 
dom; and we must not be deterred from carrying out 
our principles A fear of unseating any Whig partizan. 
This is the bugbear which has hitherto „ us from 
our Prat; and if we are not now ready to look it in 
the „and act worthy of our professions, we had better 
at once s our labour, and submit to the irreparable 
loss of our Civil and Religious Liberties.” 


We have great confidence that the short time which 
will elapse between now and the 19th of April, will 
be turned to the best account. Lord John Russell 
may be more unyielding than his predecessor, but, 
we imagine, he will have to face a much more formi- 
dable opposition than that which sufficed to defeat the 
Factories Education Bill. We are rejoiced to ob- 
serve, that the Central Committee have resolved to 
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ing such combined messures as may best tell upon 
the members of the House of Commons, previous to 
their final decision. The place and time of the meet- 
ing have not yet been fixed upon, but this need 
not prevent the friends of free education, in the 
country, from taking preliminary steps to secure 
an effective demonstration. On all sides, the agitation 
increases in extent and earnestness. The Wesleyan 
leaders have accelerated their measures for coming to 
a final decision, at the urgent call of their country 
constituents. What that resolution will be, may be 
inferred from the language of Dr. Bunting, who 
has declared “the measure is bad—irretrievably bad; 
I oppose it altogether.” In Lancashire, the whole 
body of Dissenters are aroused and united. A county 
conference is to be held in a few days, at Manchester, 
to be followed by a great public meeting. Dr. 
Vaughan, the representative of the Conservative Dis- 
senters, has declared, more strongly than before, his 
irreconcileable hostility to the Government project; 
threatens the Whigs with an entire withdrawal of sup- 
port, and holds out the prospect of “a war against 
all meddling of the civil authority with religious 
matters.” The Leeds Mercury uses similar language. 
„The certain effect of 3 the present measure,” 
says our contemporary, “ would be to throw the whole 
of the Dissenters into the most active opposition to 
Church Establishments. not merely as a 
matter of feeling, but much more, in pure self-defence. 
The Anti-state-church movement would acquire in- 
tense force. At present, Dissenters are far too quies- 
cent in this matter, —some from the love of quiet, and 
some from policy. But let this measure pass, and 
every Dissenter will see that the very existence 
of his principles and his community require him 
to do his utmost for the separation of Church anc 
State.” Without, however, speculating on what may 
come to pass, we exhort all who value their princi- 
ples and freedom to unite to defeat this measure. Let 
each calculate how he can bring his influence to bear 
in the struggle. Either in public —e petitions, 
or, above all, by memorializing the members of the 
House of Commons, or by all of these means, each 
one may help to swell the tide of public opinion 
which will overthrow this new attempt to debauch by 
State bribes, and enslave by priestly despotism, the 
independence of the rising generation; or—would 
that we could say, and—wage an unceasing warfare 
against ecclesiastical establishments. 

The Parliamentary proceedings of the week have 
been for the most part unimportant. The Irish 
Poor-law Bill makes slow, but sure progress in the 
lower House. ‘The Irish members feel their oppo- 
sition to be hopeless, and devote their energies to im- 
pair the measure as much as possible by proposing 
amendments in committee. On Monday night the 
whole of the clauses were gone through, and the 


In the House of Lords the principle of the measu¥ 
has received a most damaging assault from the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, who drew such a picture of the 
habits and character of the Irish people, as almost 
to lead to the conclusion that the manifold evils 
which afflict that unfortunate country are too 
deep-seated to be removed by legislative remedies. 
It is at least manifest that this or the other panacea 


Parliament can do much to protect the poor, and 
check the selfishness of the landlords—can remove 
vexatious restrictions from industry, facilitate the 
cultivation of the unreclaimed soil, and promote the 
civil and religious equality of the people; but this 
will avail but little unless the Irish population ac- 
quire habits of industry and cultivate a spirit of self- 
reliance. 

Perhaps the most cheering news of the week, whe- 
ther in regard to the sister island or ourselves, is the 
immense importations of foreign grain. In Cork and 
Liverpool the market is completely glutted. Almost 
for the first time since the pressure of the scarcity, 
cargoes of corn have been sent from the former port 
to seek a market in England. The consequence has 
been, a very considerable fall in prices. The pressure 
seems now to have passed. The immense supplies 
now on their way to this country from various parts 
of the world, dissipate all anxiety as to any further 
scarcity, until the next harvest. Trade also begins to 
feel a sympathetic improvement, and large orders for 
manufactured goods, from the United States and 
elsewhere, have revived confidence and activity in 
the commercial world. 


THE WHIGS AND THE CONSTITUTION. 


Ir ever political party offered incense at the shrine 
of an idol with ostentatious devotion, the Whigs have 
done so in honour of “our glorious constitution.” 
Lord John Russell, their high-priest, has ever been 
most exemplary in attending to this part of his self- 
imposed duty. “The constitution” is his stock argu- 
ment on all occasions. If he rises, as sometimes he 
does, into stately eloquence, the theme is sure to be 
“the constitution“ in some one or other of its mani- 
fold aspects. If he refuses to grant the most reason- 
able or trivial amendment in our electoral law, he 
draws upon “the constitution” for his defence. It 
would seem to be the sovereign mistress of his poli- 
tical heart—the Dulcinea of his mission—the time- 
honoured goddess of his idolatry. He parades his 
attachment to it in his written manifestoes—alludes 
to it, in all the veins of oratory to which he resorts 


in his parliamentary speeches—chaunts solemn praises 


summon, in London, a general Conference of the to it on the hustings. When in opposition, who so 


O 


opponents of the Government measure, with the view | prompt as he to denounce any apparent violation of 
f concentrating their scattered strength, and adopt- | its spirit? When in office, who so unhappily 


fettered 


second reading of the bill fixed for the 12th of — 


is not sufficient of itself to regenerate the country. 


as he by the laws which his reverence for it imposes 
upon his reforming tendencies ? What it is, he has 
never yet told us. The Egeria whom our modern 
Numa consults, is invisible to eyes less spiritual than 
his own. But although he has never yet given to the 
world a full delineation of his“ lady-love,” he has 
never attempted to conceal: how completely he is under 
spell to her fascinations. The constitution ” is his 
all-in-all. Awake or asleep, in opposition or in power, 
in the House and out of it, his thoughts centre upon 
this object ; and when he dies, doubtless, these words 
will be found engraven on his heart“ Our glorious 
constitution in Church and State.” 

We have sometimes amused ourselves by attempt- 


ing to catch a glimpse of this ethereal essence which 
enthrals Whig affections. We believe that we have suc- 


ceeded. “ The constitution,” as idolized by Lord John 


Russell and his partizans, is nothing more nor less than 
the aggregate of principles and proceedings which the 
Whig party when in power have found to be most con- 
venient. Hence the Whigs claim to be the onl 
authorized interpreters of constitutional lore. All the 
precedents they refer to as decisive were furnished them 
by their own party. Others may violate the consti- 
tution—they never can. The revolution of 1688, the 
Septennial Act, and Reform Act, were only successive 
expositions of their bible. Charles James Fox is the 

reat commentator of the sect; and what he said and 
did, constitutes an encyclopedia of political jurispru- 
dence for his followers, so far as they can make it 
available for their party purposes. In short, “ the 
constitution“ means Whig infallibility—the duty of 
their doing what it is convenient to do—of declining 
what is inconvenient—of adhering to forms when 
forms will serve a purpose—of dispensing with them 
unceremoniously when they are found to be in 
the way. Taking this as Lord John Russell’s under- 
standing of the term ‘constitution, we are able to 
explain some practices of his which else present us 
with irreconcileable contradictions. 


For example—the Educational scheme developed 
in the Minutes of the Committee of Privy Council, is 
to be carried at all hazards. Such a sop to Cerberus 
—such a bonne bouche to the hierarchy—such a seda- 
tive to clerical antagonism at the approaching gene- 
ral election—it is, of course, infinitely desirable to 
place as soon as possible beyond reach of peril. Fre- 
quent discussions would strip the plan of its preten- 
sions, tear off the flimsy veil which is dropped over 
its flagrant partiality, and probably expose the un- 
seemliness and the sectarianism of the whole contriv- 
ance. A bill, therefore, must be avoided. The de- 
lays incident to such a form of proceeding would 
render ultimate defeat all but inevitable. Lord John 
hies him to his invisible nymph, and is told that an 
Order in Council is quite constitutional. Oh! yes, 
perfectly constitutional. Why, it was he himself who 
wrote the letter to Lord Lansdowne, out of which 
originated the Committee of Council on Education. 


It was by the advice of a Cabinet of which he was 


member, that the Order was issued under which that 
Committee, condemned by the Lords, hardly sanc- 
tioned by the Commons, and disclaiming through 
Lord Lansdowne anything beyond definite and tem- 
porary functions, has subsequently acted. And 
although the recently published Minutes proceed 
upon the assumption that all matters pertaining to 
the education of the people are under the cognizance 
of the Committee, 1 although the scheme they con- 
tain embodies principles yet undetermined by the 
Legislature, and policy wider in its consequences than 
most matters submitted to the wisdom of Parliament 
—the Whigs, forsooth, were under no obligation so 
much as to explain what the Committee purposes to 
accomplish. The “constitution” allows them a lati- 
tude in this respect exactly commensurate with their 
n Such liberties, of course, it 
would be presumptuous in other statesmen to take. 
But the Whigs are implacable, and, like the sovereign, 
are incapable of doing wrong. 


Our readers well know that this is not the only 
instance recently furnished of what the Whigs when 
in power understand to be the constitution. The 
Premier, in the debate on Mr. Hume's resolutions 
on the occupation of Cracow, declared that her 
Majesty's Ministers were not bound to consult Par- 
liament in their management of foreign affairs and 
Earl Grey in the House of Peers coolly announced 
a change in the system of the punishment of cri- 
minals, going to the extent of abolishing transporta- 
tion, as having been resolved upon for a two years’ 
experiment, by a mere exercise of the royal preroga- 
tive. Thus, the Government assumes, one after an- 
other, functions formerly supposed to belong exclu- 
sively to the Legislature—and, of course, the con- 
stitution” bears them out. The Cabinet Council, 
when it consists of Whigs, usurps the authority and 
the powers of the National Council. All the forms 
devised by our ancestors as a check upon despotism, 
and a safeguard against surprise, are quietly evaded 
by shirking Parliament altogether. There may be 
wisdom in this. There vam | be honest patriotism. 
There may be unquestionable convenience. But 
really it would be as well, if the Whigs are author- 
ized to revolutionize society without the consent of 
Parliament, to dispense with the latter assemblies 
altogether. We should then know whereabouts we 
are. As it is, we are always groping in the dark. A 
censorship of the press may be as constitutionally 
established by an Order of Council as a scheme of 
popular education. Why submit to the Legislature, 
in the shape of an elaborate bill, a code of sanatory 
regulations, when a Board of Health might so easily 
be appointed, and left unfettered by legal restrictions ? 
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How does the “constitution” render an appeal to 
Parliament more necessary in the one case than in 
the other? There is only one solution of the pro- 
blem. Whig convenience is not touched by the first, 
and is threatened by the last! and Whig convenience 
is, according to their own view, the spirit and law of 
the British constitution. 


PROGRESS OF THE AGITATION 
AGAINST THE 


GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


DEPUTATIONS TO GOVERNMENT. 


DEPUTATION FROM THE LeEDs Town’s MEETINGS.— 
On Thursday a deputation from a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of Leeds, consisting of G. Goodman, Esq., 
mayor of the borough, E. Baines, Esq., J. Wilkinson, 
Esq., P. Fairbairn, Esq., and F. Carbutt, Esq., intro- 
duced by Lord Morpeth and W. Aldam, Esq., M.P., had 
an interview with Lord John Russell. The deputation 
were courteously received, and after an interview of an 
hour’s duration, in which they stated that the petition 
of the said meeting against the government scheme had 
been signed by upwards of 25,000 of the inhabitants, 
they presented to his lordship a copy of the resolutions, 
and of the petitions agreed to at the meeting. They 
then represented to his lordship the objections which 
were entertained by the petitioners against the proposed 
measure, both as regards the great principle of any state 
interference with the education of the people, and also 
to the detail of the Minutes of Council. At the conclu- 
sion of the interview they handed to his lordship a 
document, to which he promised that due consideration 
should be given. 


Tue Protestant Dissentinc Deputies.—A meeting 
of Congregational Dissenters was held at the King’s 
Head in the Poultry, on Thursday, to receive the Re- 
port of a Deputation that had waited on Lord John 
Russell on the 9th instant, to oppose the Government 
scheme of education. The deputation having made 
their Report,—which described Lord John as courteous 
but unyielding,—a petition was adopted, calling upon 
the House of Commons to refuse grants of public money 
for educational purposes, and to present an address to 
the Crown praying that the powers vested in the Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council for Education be revoked. 
The petitioners frankly confess, that in 1839 they pre- 
sented a petition in favour of the recommendation of the 
Educational Committee, dated June 3; but subsequent 
experience, the unjust distribution of the money, statis- 
tical information as to the vast increase in the means of 
education, the altered and irresponsible character of the 
inspection demanded by Government, &c., have led 
to their present conviction. The conversation that 
took place was of some interest. During the inter- 
view with Lord John Russell, Mr. Offor alleged 
that the measure would occasion such a feeling 
throughout the country, as might endanger his 
administration: at which his lordship smiled. The peti- 
tion of 1839 having been read, Mr. Hankey expressed 
his opinion that no real discrepancy existed betwen the 

etition of 1839 and the one the adoption of which he 
had now risen to propose. Nations and people were 
instructed by events ; and it was no wonder that some 
difference should exist between views taken in 1839 
and 1847. Dr. Price, in seconding the motion, said he 
did not like the petition of 1839, but now that it had 
been read it was found not to be quite so bad as it was 
thought to have been. He protested earnestly against 
all grants and all interference. After some further 
observations by Mr. G. Knox, Mr. Walton, Mr. Oven- 
don, Mr. Conder, Mr. N. Griffin, Mr. Walker, and other 
gentlemen, the petition was adopted, only three hands, 
out of nearly 100 persons present, being held up against 
it. The petition concludes with a paragraph praying 
the House of Commons “to withhold its consent from 
any further grants of public money for educational pur- 
poses, and to address the Crown to revoke the powers 
vested in the Committee of Council on Education.“ 


Tue East or LonpoN— TRIUMPH OF THE FRIENDS 
oF THE MzasurE.—The East of London Committee 
have now held seven meetings, all of which have 
been well, and some of them most numerously 
attended. At all of them there has been considerable 
discussion, but, with one exception, to which we shall 
refer, resolutions condemnatory of the measure, and 
deprecating Government interference in education, 
have been carried by overwhelming majorities. On 
Thursday, the 25th inst., a meeting of the friends 
and supporters of Sunday-schools was held at Sion 
chapel, Whitechapel, at which about 1,200 persons 
were present. Henry Child, Esq., presided, and Messrs. 
Ainslie, Stovel, Katterns, and Dr. Hewlett, ministers ; 
Thomas Thompson, Esq., and Charles Reed, Esq., ad- 
dressed the meeting. On Friday night, a meeting was 
held at the Infant-school, East India-roud, Poplar, at 
which the proceedings were of a somewhat ditlerent 
character to those of the previous meetings. Josiah Con- 
der, Esq., presided; and Mr. J. Kennedy, Independent 
minister, and Mr. William Morris, having proposed a 
resolution stating the objections to the Government mea- 
sure, Mr. J. A. Baynes, Baptist minister, of Cotton- 
Street, Poplar, moved, as an amendment, That this 
meeting is glad that the Government has determined to 
help in the education of the people of England.” He de- 
nied that the inspectors could interfere with the teaching 
in schools. ‘The scheme was impartial; for all paid the 
taxes, and had, therefore, a right to share in them. 

There was a distinction between religious teaching in a 
school and in a place of worship. ‘The amount to be 
expended under the scheme proved how much it was 
needed. Mr. Shields, a Dissenting schoolmaster of 
Poplar, seconded the amendment. He insisted chiefly 
on the desirableness of elevating the condition of the 
schoolmaster, and on the insufficiency of the voluntary 
principle, and the little it had effected among Dissen- 
ters. A further amendment, but against State educa- 
tion, was then moved by Mr. W. Wilkes, but was 
not seconded. Mr. Kennedy then delivered an effec- 


senters. He had learned his Dissent in a very different 
school from his two opponents, whose arguments, if 
worth anything, would support a Church Establishment. 
He vindicated the Dissenters from the slander of Mr. 
Baynes; who, thereupon, interposed to remark, that 
what he had said or meant to say was, that Dissenters 
had enabled their opponents to taunt them with being 
enemies to the education of the poor [cries of Oh, 
oh“ ]. Mr. Kennedy rejoined, that he considered Mr. 
Baynes much indebted to him for affording him the 
opportunity for correcting so serious a mistake.—It 
being now eleven o' clock, the resolution and amend- 
ment were put to the vote, when there was a majority 
of about five to three in favour of the latter. There was 
no attempt to conceal the fact, that the majority had 
organized their forces. The vociferous cheering which 
saluted Mr. Baynes and his seconder, both on entering 
the room and rising to speak, rendered it evident that 
the whole thing had been planned, and a foregone con- 
clusion come to. The East London Committee iutend, 
we believe, to take immediate steps to diffuse sound 


information at Poplar by delivering lectuers on the 
subject. 


IsLiIncton.—A large and spirited meeting in opposi- 
tion to the above scheme was held at the Denmark 
Schools, Islington, on Friday evening, at which nearly 
all the leading ministers and members of Nonconformist 
churches in the neighbourhood were present. Stirring 
addresses were delivered by the various speakers, by 
whom it was clearly demonstrated, that the unconsti- 
tutional and insidious character of the Minutes of the 
Committee of Council could not fail to prove utterly 
subversive of the civil and religious liberties of the 
community; and, therefore, it is the duty of Noncon- 
formists especially to present their firm and decided 
protest against so unconstitutional a measure. A party 
of about a dozen persons, some of whom have figured 
at other meetings, attempted to overturn the proceed- 
ings of the evening. On moving an amendment, how- 
ever, approving the scheme, only about a dozen hands 
were raised in favour of it, the arguments used in its 
defence having only tended to confirm the powerful 
objections which were urged against it. 


A BEGINNING.—TWICKENHAM.— After giving a lec- 
ture the other evening on the Government plan of Edu- 
cation, the Rev. Mr. Kluht was informed that the 
inspector had been down that very day to examine some 
boys in the Church schools to become pupil-teachers. 
He found, on inquiry, that two had been appointed; 
one the son of a hearer of his, an intelligent boy, who, 
for the want of a Dissenting school at Twickenham, has 
attended the Church school during the week, but has 
hitherto been at chapel on Sundays. His mother has 
much difficulty in sustaining her family, and therefore 
finds that the offer of an apprenticeship for her son, with 
an annual grant advancing from £10 to £20, with the 
subsequent advantages, a very strong temptation. She 
does not like, however, that he should become a church- 
man, and therefore hears with much regret, that he must 
not only learn the Catechism and Liturgy during the 
week, but must, of course, attend Church on Sundays. 
Thus it appears, there is a dermination on the part of 
the Government, sustained by the establishment, to 
carry out the Minutes of Council, whatever be the 
general view or feeling against them.—Patriot. 


CHELTENHAM.—On Tuesday evening last, a lecture 
was delivered, in the school-room of Highbury Chapel, 
to a crowded audience, on the subject of the proposed 
Government Scheme, by the Rev. A. Morton Lrown, 
minister of the chapel. Throughout the whole of the 
lecture, the rev. gentleman appeared to carry his 
audience fully with him, and all appeared to retire, 
determining to the utmost of their power to crush this 
Hercules in his cradle. Petitions are now being 
signed by the members of the congregation. We are 
glad to hear from Mr. Brown that the hon. member 


for Cheltenham is heartily opposed to Lord Lansdowne’s 
scheme.—Chellenham Free Press. 


Tue WSsLRTANd Mertuopists.—We are able to state 
that numerous letters have been sent from the country 
to the secretaries of the committees in London, recom- 
mending that, as Lord John Russell has announced the 
Education vote for the 19th of April, the committees 
should be summoned at least a week earlier than the 
time originally fixed, namely, the 8th of April. This 
request has been complied with. The authorities in 
London have convened the Committees of Education 
and Privileges for Wednesday next, the 31st inst., at 
10 a.m. ‘* The great necessity of the case,“ arising from 
the Vote on Education being fixed for the 19th April, 
is alleged as the reason for calling the meeting eight 
days earlier than was at first intended. As a body, the 
Wesleyans feel with Dr. Bunting that“ the measure is 
bad—irretrievably, incurably, bad; they oppose it alto- 
gether.“ Many of the leading ministers and laymen 
feel as keenly the iniquity of the measure as we do 
ourselves. Nay more, they have all but arrived at the 
point of for ever and on principle repudiating all Go- 
vernment interference with Education. We say this 
advisedly.—Leeds Mercury. 


Boston.—Town’s Meetinc.—The excitement in Lon- 
don and the provinces against this measure, propounded 
in the minutes of the Committee of Council, has given 
rise to the largest public ineeting which has been held 
in the Town-hall of Boston since the far-famed Fac- 
tories’ Bill, of which Sir James Graham has doubtless 
some recollection. The meeting was convened by the 
Mayor, in compliance with a requisition signed by fifty- 
one respectable inhabitants of various denominations 
and shades of political opinion. Mr. Noble was una- 
nimously appointed chairman. Having briefly stated 
the object of the meeting, and observed that, as 
it was convened “ to consider the propriety” of peti- 
tioning, the question admitted of discussion, His object 
would be to secure for every man, as far as possible, 
a free and impartial hearing [applause]. He then called 
upon the Rev. T. W. Matthews to propose the first re- 
solution.— Mr. John Bontoft said, before any business 
was proceeded with, he should wish the minutes of 
the Council to be read, as for his own part he knew no- 
thing about the matter! Mr. Holliday Hartley also 


tive reply, begging the meeting not to be led away | wished to have the“ Act of Parliament’’ read.—The 
from the subject by attacks on the inconsistency of Dis- Chairman observed that it was not an Act of Parlia- 


the Guil 


ment,“ and that formed d of 
. at formed one grave ground of charge. 
He called upon Mr, Matthews to — Hereupon 
there was an attempt to raise aclamour ; and ultimatel 
the Chairman, on the motion of Mr. Bontoft, second 
by Mr. H. W. Hartley, put to the meeting the question 
of reading or no reading, when it appeared that the lat- 
ter was carried by a great majority. Mr. Matthews 
then proposed the first resolution in an eloquent and 
animated speech, and was followed by Mr. Small, sur- 
geon. The Rev. J. Malcolm moved a resolution ex. 
ressing approbation of the Government plan, but he 
ailed to convince the meeting, for this motion, havi 
been seconded by Mr. Alderman Wright, was rejec 
by a large majority. Here the opposition lef: 
the room. The remaining resolutions were adopted 
unanimously, after addresses from the Rev. Mesars, 
Taylor, Wilson, and Leigh. Petitions to Parlia- 
ment, and letters to the members for the borough 
and county, were adopted; thanks to the Mayor and 
the Chairman were carried by acclamation, and the 
meeting separated.— Stamford Mercury. 


BLAck URN AND Rocupatr.—A series of meeti 
were held last week, in various chapels of Blackburn, 
at which addresses were delivered by Dissenting minis- 
ters, on the educational scheme proposed the 
Government. The good people of Rochdale have begun 
to move and bestir themselves upon this important 
measure—the Government plan of education. A public 
meeting has been called for the 31st instant, and in the 
placard it is announced that Henry Kelsall, Eeq., 
magistrate, is to take the chair. 


Tus Hutt Town Councit have adopted, by a very 
large 17 Mr. Alderman Atkinson's resolutions in 
favour of the Government plan of education. 


Cooks ALL, Essex.—One of the most enthusiastic 
meetings ever known in the county was held in the 
Infant School-room, Upper Stoneham-street, on Tues- 
day, 23rd inst., to oppose Lord Lansdowne’s recent 
proposals on the subject of education. Mr. J. Kay, 
minister, was called to the chair. In opening the busi- 
ness of the evening, he expressed his anxiety that the 
matter might be consi:lered with all that candour and 
kindness which we should wish from those opposed to 
us, In order to show the propriety of our resistance to 
the proposals, he alluded to the letter of an “ Anglican 
Preshyter,“ that appeared in the columns of the Church 
and State Gazette. Inthe event of the measure being 
adopted, the writer says —“ If the Dissenters reject it’ 
(viz., Government money), they lose their schools— 
if they accept it, they lose their character.“ Such a 
remark from such a quarter proved we were not far 
out in the opinion we had formed. He hoped, how- 
ever, that, by the blessing of God upon our exertions, 
we should lose neither our schools nor our character. 
Mr. T. W. Davids, Independent minister, in a most 
masterly manner, explained the nature of the scheme 
now before the public. The meeting was addressed by 
Messrs. S. Cautry, Price, and J. Hall. The resolutions 
adopted were quite uncompromising, and, with the 
exception of one dissentient to the first resolution, were 
carried unanimously. The fourth resdlution was as 
follows :— 

That this meeting, regarding the proposed plan as emi- 
nently hostile to their rights and liberties, feels that the 
most sacred and endeared possessions of Englishmen are 
insecure so long as the right to legislate upon religious 
matters shall be claimed and exercised by the British Legis- 
lature; and, therefore, pledges itself, in dependence upon 
the divine blessing, to use all the means that are in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of Christianity to bring about the 
separation of the existing alliance between Church and State. 

SHorepitcH.—A public meeting was held at Ebe- 
nezer Chapel, Shoreditch, on Tuesday evening, 23rd 
ult., to take into consideration the proposed measure as 
it bears upon the interests of Dissenters. The chair 
was taken by Mr. J. H. Hinton, M.A. The service 
and discussions of the evening were assisted in by Mr, 
W. H. Elliott, Mr. D. Katterns, Mr. Woodward, Mr. 
Jones, Charles Reed, Esq., and W. G. Lewis, Esq. 
Three resolutions were put and carried without a dis- 
sentient. Petitions were signed by most that were pre- 
sent, and great sympathy with the cause of Education 
was exhibited. 

Magstec.—A Meetina witH A Goop Practicau 
Rxsulr.—In pursuance of previous announcement, a 
public meeting was convened at Carmel Independent 
Chapel, on Monday evening, the 22nd instant, to take 
into consideration the necessity of immediately opposing 
the Government scheme of education, and petitioning 
the Legislature against it. The chapel was crowded. 
Rev. W. Morgan, minister of the place, was called upon 
to preside. The chairman having briefly opened the 
meeting, several resolutions condemnatory of the 
scheme were proposed, seconded, and carried without 
a dissentient voice. The meeting was addressed by 
Messrs. M. Edwards, W. Watkins, T. Lloyd, ministers, 
and by Messrs. Woodliff, Griffiths, and Davies. At the 
close, a C »mmittee of proper persons, selected from the 
different Dissenting bodies of the locality, was formed, 
with a view to take immediate steps towards establish- 
ing a day-school on the British and Foreign plan. 


Over Darwen.—Last evening a town’s-meeting was 
held, called by the Head Constable of this place, in con- 
sequence of a requisition numerously signed and pla- 
carded through the neighbourhood, when a number of 
resolutions were unanimously carried by a very large 
meeting of the inhabitants, who pledged themselves to 
use all constitutional means to oppose the grant of 
£100,000 to aid the Lords of the Council in carrying out 
the Minutes of Council fur the education of the people. 
At the same time petitions to the Houses of Lords and 
Commons were proposed and carried without a dissen- 
tient voice, requesting them not to grant the C100, 000, 
or allow the Minutes of Council to be carried into 
operation ; which were signed by the Chairman on be- 
half of the meeting. We are also getting up a requisi- 
tion to the Members of the Northern Division of the 


county, urging them to oppose the measure by their 
votes in Parliament. 


TavistocK.—lTHREE Niouts’ Denate on THE Go- 


/VERNMENT Epucation ScuemMe.—Decipep MAJorities 
ON EVERY Vork AGAINST THE Measunz. —On the 18th 


March, a public meeting was called by the Portreeve in 
dhall, in compliance with a numerously and 
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respectably-signed requisition. The Government plan 
was fully explained by Mr.J. Lockwood, B.A., Indepen- 
ent minister, who moved a resolution to the effect, that 
he manner in which it had been introduced was“ con- 
trary to the spirit and principles of the British Constitu- | 


tion.”” This wasseconded by Mr. Richard Brick wood, 
Wesleyan Association minister, An amendment, de- 


claring the Government measure ‘fair and compre- 


hensive,'’ was then proposed. Mr. T. Gibbons, B. A., 
Mr. W. Beal, LL. D., Episcopal clergyman, and Mr. 
J. K. Montgomery, Unitarian Minister, spoke in favour 
of the amendment, and John Rundle, Esq., (late 
M. P. for the borough,) John Flamank, Esq., and 
others against it. It was then put and lost; after 
which the meeting was adjourned to the spavious 
ball-room for the 20th, at seven o’clock. At the second 


meeting, Mr. Montgomery proposed an amendment 


declaring a united and unsectarian education desirable, 
and the Government plan to be (in the absence of such 
a scheme) a step in the right direction. The Episcopal 
clergymen, already named, supported this amendment 
with much ability, and the Methodist ministers and 


others opposed it, so that, in consequence of the late 
R. (midnight), it was necessary again to adjourn to 
uraday, the 25th. The third meeting was addressed 


by Mr. William Rooker (nearly fifty years the pastor of 
the Independent church in Tavistock) against th 
amendment. Mr. Lockwood then replied to the at- 
guments which had been urged in favour of the Govern- 
ment scheme, He engaged the attention of the mect- 
ing for an hour and three quarters, and thoroughly dis- 
cussed the whole case,—issue being yp on the 

ecisive point whether this measure is in the right or 
the wrong direction, whether it should be approved or 
condemned. The vote then took place. ‘The supporters 
of the amendment found themselves in difficulty, as it 
was framed in two propositions, and very few of them 
could vote for both the first and second parts of it. The 
Chairman decided that it must be put as a whole; but 
at Mr. Lockwood's request, its supporters were allowed, 
in order to give them every possible advantage, to put 
the proposition separately. Upon each proposition they 
were defeated by an overwhelming majority. 


Tue Cuartist Petition 1N Favour or Epucation, 
—The petition agreed to at the public mecting of the 
Chartists, in the Bazaar, Briggate, has been forwarded 
to Lord Morpeth for presentation to the Commons, and 
his lordship has written that he will feel very great 
satisfaction in presenting the petition as requested. 
The petition is favourable to national education ; and 
urges that the state of ignorance to which the operatives 
have been reduced for want of school accommodation 
Upon terms commensurate with their means, has been 
the cause of increasing crime.— Leeds Times. 


Tue Nonru or ENdLANxD.— Without any exaggera- 
tion of statement, the North is now thoroughly aroused 
upon the educational question. On Tuesday evening 
a highly influential public meeting was held in Salem 
chapel, Neweastle-oun- Lyne. Mr. James Pringle, the 
venerable minister of one of the Scotch Secession 
churches, in the chair, The meeting was addressed 
by the principal Dissenting ministers in the town, Jon. 
Priestman, Esq., a member of the Society of Friends, 
and father-in-law to John Bright, Mr. E. P. Hood, and 
other friends. ‘The resolutions declaring uncompro- 
mising hostility to the Government scheme of educa- 
tion were passed unanimously. A memorial to Parlia- 
ment embodying the resolutions was adopted.—On the 
same evening a numerously attended public meeting 
was held in the Wesleyan chapei, North Shields. R. 
Pow, Esq., in the chair. The meeting was addressed 
by the Independent, Baptist, Wesleyun, and Scotch 
Secession ministers. The Rev. W. Griffith, superin- 
tendent Wesleyan minister, and who is a bit of a Radi- 
cal, delivered a very powerful speech indeed, expos- 
ing in all its nakedness the Jesuitical and one- 
sided character of the measure. The petitions 
against the Government scheme have already re- 
ceived an immense number of signatures. A very 
full public meeting of those opposed to the Govern- 
ment scheme was held at Hartlepool, on Thursday, 
and addressed by the main of the Dissenting ministers 
of the town. The resolve of the meeting was, a de- 
terminate opposition to the Government. ‘The inhabi- 
tants of Sunderland would meet in the Atheneum, on 
Tuesday, to consider the question. ‘The Sunday-school 
teachers of North Shields would meet on Monday even- 
ing. The inhabitants of Hexham met last week, and 
pronounced against the measure. Mr. W. Ord, one of 
the members tor the town of Newcastle, writing to the 
Religious Freedom Society of that town, says, “1 
should have thought that the quarter from which the 
grant comes would have been a suflicient guarantee to 


the Dissenters, that nothing like undue advantage to the | 


Kstablished Church, or injury to the Dissenting body, 
could be intended. 
Whig Government residing in this neighbourhood bear 
to the Establishment, does not quite show that affection 
for Dissent. Everybody knows that Puseyism is av 
embodiment of hatred to Dissent and the free exercise of 
private judgment. In the fat living of Morpeth we have 
the brother of the Colonial Secretary—a Puseyite of 
the firet water. Upon the death of Archdeacon Thur— 
low, we have the Gas, Mr. Bigger—a member of one 
of the old Northumberland Whig families, and an in- 
timate friend of Earl Grey—transplanted trom one liv- 
ing on the banks of the Tyne to a fatter: he, tov, is a 
Puseyite. Ushered into Thurlow's rich living at 
Houghton-le-Spring is another brother of Earl Grey, 
A son of Lord Denman's stepping from St. Andiew 
Auckland to Haddon-on-the- Wall- pretty little ar- 
rangement, as it stands.— From cur Correspoucent, 


Fuatuer Orposirion at Lerps AGAinsr Govinn- 
ment Epvecation.—-A meeting of the members of the 
British Anti-state-church Association, resident in 
Leeda, and other friends of religious equality, was held 
in the rotunda of the Coloured Cloth-hall, on Thurs— 
day, at noon; John Heaps, Esq. in the chair, Resolu- 
tions, condemnatory of the measure, and of all State 
interference in education or religion, were adopted. 
Interesting and spirited addresses were delivered by 
Revs. J. Peters, J. II. Morgan, and J. Punnielitfe, J. 
Richardson, Esq., T. Plint, Esq., Messrs. T. Morgan, 
J. Parkin, and others, in opposition, and by Mr. J. 


The relation that members of the | 
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Holmes, in favour of a secular education.—Leeds 
Mercury. 

Tue Epvcation Question.—A meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Church Institution, Bradford, which was 
well attended, was held on Monday night, in the large 
room of the Institution. The Rev. John Burnett, the 
vicar, presided. Among other business transacted, 
resolutions were adopted approving of the principle of 
State education, deploring the want of education of the 
mass of the people, and approving of the Government 
measure (so far as it went) as being an excellent one, 
and calculated to give no predominance to any religious 
party. It was also determined that a memorial in 
favour of the measure should be got up from the 
inhabitants of the borough of Bradford, and places in 
the neighbourhood, to Lord Lansdowne. We have 
seen a similar memorial, signed by all the clergymen 
of Bradford. We understand that canvassers are now 
out in the town to obtain signatures to the memorial, 
It is quite clear that the State educationists in Brad- 
ford will put forth all their strength in this contest. 
The meeting at the Church Institution was attended 
by)the leading Churchmen of Bradford. 


/Wican.—The Sunday-school Union here is taking 
very active measures to oppose the rascally Government 
Education plan. All the schools in the Un‘on, as well 
as the churches and congregations, are petitioning, and 
lectures are delivering in town and country., The Rev. 
W. Roaf, Independent, lectured in a Baptist school on 
Wednesday; Rev. G. S. Spencer, Independent, in St. 
Paul's Independent school last night; Mr. Dowthwaite, 
a student fac the ministry, Independent, is engaged 
to lecture at Hope Chapel school, Independent, on 
Monday; Rev. J. Barritt, on Wednesday at Lord-street 
Baptist school. The Rev. W. Marshall, Independent, 
on an‘carly day; others are to be engaged. The lectures 
are well attended. Mr. Roaf is to lecture at Horwich, 
Hindley, and other places; Rev. W. Turner, Indepen- 
dent, of Hindley, at Chowbent, Baptist chapel. A 
very strong feeling of indignation exists against both 
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the oe and its Whig patrons, who have turned round 
and kicked their supporters, their almost only supporters 


here, in the face, An election is coming on; perhaps 
they will be taught a lesson, should this scheme go 
on. From a Correspondent, 


Opposition of SunpAy-Scuoot Treacuers Ar Leeps. 
—A numerous meeting of Sunday-school teachers, in 
connexion with the Independente, Baptists, Wesleyan 
New Connexion, Wesleyan Association, and Primitive 
Methodists, was held in Belgrave, Chapel, on Tuesday 
evening last. The object of the meeting was to take 
into consideration the Government scheme. Dr. 
Hamilton presided; and on the platform were Edward 
Baines, jun., Esq. ; Messrs. Thomas Scales, John Peters, 
J. H. Morgan (ministers), &e. Mr. Henry Morgan, in 
adverting to the determination of Ministers to carry 
this scheme in the teeth of the Dissenting bodies of this 
country, expressed his hope that it would be the means 
of ind:icing the Dissenters to band together in a stern 
determination to demand and obtain the separation of 
Chuch and State [cheers]. Mr. Morgan, Independent 
minister, of Holbeck, referred to the statement, by the 
clergyman of that town, that there were only three day- 
schools in Holbeck, with its population of 15,000, while 
the truth was, he (Mr. Morgan) had ascertained there 
were more than ten schools, with considerably more 
than 1,000 scholars [hear, hear], Messrs. Marshall's 
school had always been considered a neutral school; 
but now a notice had gone forth from that school to the 
effect that the children who attend that school daily 
will not be permitted to continue thercin unless they 
attend also on a Sunday [hear]. Mr. Joseph Kershaw 
thought Lord J. Russell’s determination ought to stir 
up in the people the determination to be righted, and, 
at the generai election, separate Church and State. 
Mr. Parkin said, that if the Church was the Church of 
Christ, it would flourish; and they might rest satisfied 
if the Church, when separated from the State, floun- 
dered in the mud, then they might rest satisfied it was 
a corrupt and an unholy church [applause]. Mr. 
Baines, jun., addressed the meeting at great length. 
IIe had learnt, he said, with regret and deep indigna- 
tion, that Lord John Russell would persevere in press- 
ing his motion upon the House of Commons; but 
Lord John Russell, let him say, would not be the only 
man to persevere [loud and continued applause]. The 
people of this country would persevere, even, perhaps, 
after Lord John Russell had lost the power to do so— 
they would persevere until next election, when the 
Ministry and Church would find good cause for feeling 
that they had, in obtaining this measure, got a bad 
bargain [applause]. Mr. Ilenry Scales moved that 
petitions, embodying the resolutions, be prepared and 
signed by the chairman on behalf of the meeting; and 
that Sunday-school teachers generally do prepare 
similar petitions from each of their schools, both in 
Leeds and the out-townships, which was agreed to, 

Watrs.—'Trepecgar,—On Wednesday evening last, 
(being the fast day), a large mecting was held at Sharon 
Chapel, to oppose the Education minutes. Mr. Evan 
Lewis commervecd by prayer. Mr. Llewelyn Williams, 
senior deacon, was voted to the chair. ‘The minister, 
Mr. Evan Jones, spoke for two hours against the scheme, 
and against all Government interference with the edu- 
cation of the people. He was succeeded in a very effec- 
tiveand humorous speech by Mr. Stephens, of Sirhowy, 
who strongly exhorted the meeting to strike at the root 
of the evil--the connexion between Church and State, 
Mr. ‘Thomas Prosser moved, and Mr. John Phillips 
seconded, a resolution ecndemnatory of the Minutes and 
all Government interference, which Was carried una- 
nimously, and has been forwarded to Lord John Rus- 
sell. On Monday last, the United Independent Sabbath 
Schools held their two monthly meetings at Sharon 
Chapel. Mr. Daniel Jones in the chair. Mr. Evan 
Jones, minister, moved a series of resolutions against 
the plan, which were seconded by Mr. G. Jones, Sir- 
howy, and carried unanimously. The resolutions will 
be transmitted to Lord John Russell, and to the mem- 
bers for the county and borough of Monmouth. A peti- 
tion to Parliament was likewise adopted. Thus the 
Tredegar people will“ persevere” as long as Lord John 
Russell will think proper to “ persevere” with the 
Minutes. A large meeting will be held again this week, 
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so that the people of Tredegar will have the means of 
understanding the measure put within their reach week 
after week. : 

Reuxrv, Monmovutusntre.— On Thursday evening 
last, a large meeting was held at Penuel Chapel, to op- 
pose the Education minutes, The chair was taken by 
Mr. Isaae Price, architect. Mr. Evan Jones, of Trede- 
gar, who had been invited to attend, addressed the 
meeting in a speech of great length against all Govern- 
ment interference with education, and the invidious 
provision of the present scheme, Mr. William Davies, 
Independent minister, moved, and Mr. S. Edwards, 
Baptist minister, seconded a series of resolutions, 
condemnatory of the plan, and which, after being sup- 
ported by Mr. W. Davies, Welsh Calvinistic minister, 
were carried unanimously. Arrangements were then 
made for holding weekly meetings, to oppose the scheme 
as long as Lord John may think proper to “ persevere,” 
After a vote of thanks to Mr, Jones for his address, the 
meeting terminated. 


BirmtncuaM.—On Monday evening, the 22nd inst., 
a meeting of the church and congregation was held in 
the Baptist chapel, Cannon-street, Birmingham, to con. 
sider the Government plan of Education. After sing- 
ing and prayer, the minister, Mr. T. Swan, explained 
the nature and tendency of the measure, urged his ob- 
jections to the scheme, and declared himself decidedly 
for free education, and against all State interference, 
A petition to the House of Commons, to be presented 
by the borough members, against the measure, was 
read by Mr. J. W. Showell, and unanimously adopted, 
and a deputation was appointed to wait on Messrs, 
Muntz and Spooner. The resolutions were moved, 
seconded, and supported by Mr. Alderman Room, 
Messrs. Hopkins, Phillipps, F. Room, Sabell, Perry, 
and Walters, who all, in the strongest terms, depre- 
cated the scheme as fraught with the most disastrous 
consequences to morals, liberty, and religion. After. 
wards, those present hastened to affix their signatures 
to the petition. It is also intended that petitions shall 
be sent from the schools and village-stations connected 
with Cannon- street. 


Rype, Iste or WIonr.— On Thursday, March 18th, 
a public meeting of the friends of Voluntary Education 
was held in the British School, Ryde, Isle of Wight, to 
oppose the Government scheme of education. Mr. G. 
W. Condor (Independent minister) explained the 
Minutes of Council in a masterly and lucid manner, in 
which he pointed out the unconstitutional mode of its 
introduction, its injustice to the Dissenters of this coun- 
try, and that its positive fruit would be the destruction 
of all manliness of character and independence of 
thought. ‘The Dissenters of Ryde are convinced that if 
this scheme is not strangled in its embryo state, it will 
destroy the fruit of many years of successful voluntary 
labour in the villages. Resolutions were proposed by 
Mr. C. Colenutt, Mr. Littlefield, Mr. E. Wheeler, and 
Mr. S. Young, and were unanimously adopted. Peti- 
tions were unanimously adopted to the Lords and Com- 
mons, condemning the scheme, and repudiating the 
right of Government to interfere with the training of 
the mind of the people. Subsequently, the petitions 
have been unanimously signed and forwarded for pre- 
sentation. 


Tue Votuntary PRINC ILIE 1n MAaNncHEsteR.—The 
Manchester Times, of Friday, gives the following in- 
structive facts and figures, to show what the voluntary 
principle has done for religion in that town, not merely 
out of the Church, but within it: —“ In the list of 
places of worship in Manchester, we find— 


Churches connected with the Establishment .. 39 


Baptist chapels 6 „ % % %%%%%%%%%% % EHEEEEHSE „„ „„ „6 „4 „ 6 „ 60 9 
Catholie „„ „% „% „% „„ „% 66% „% „6% „% „6% „% % „% „% „„ „% 66% „6% „„ „„ 6 06660 eee 6 
Independent Coeeeeeseeseeeeseeseseseeeseses 17 
Methodist Wesleyan @eeeeweeeoe eeeeeeeeeeeee@ 21 
Methodist New Connexion 4 
Methodist Association „ % %%% %% %% „„ „ 0660„ 12 
Methodist Primitive 66 %%% ĩ ð i „ „ %% %% % „% „„ 0% % „ 0 0 4 
Welsh Independent „65544 „„ „„ „ „ 6 6 „ 6 6 6 „ „6 „ 0 1 
Other denomi nations „%. . 23 


Total 5 6 0 00 %% % Th ee 6 6 6% „% „„ „% 6% „ „„ 6 139 


Of course the round one hundred not connected with 
the Establishment have owed nothing to the State, al- 
though. the cost of their erection, with the schools 
attached, cannot have been less than £500,000; and 
their annual charge cannot be less than £30,000. Of the 
other thirty-nine, thirty-eight have no endowment 
from the State, and thirty-five, including the Collegi- 
ate Church, have been built from the proceeds of volun- 
tary contributions. The amount expended on those 
churches, with their schools, cannot have been less than 
£300,000, nor can the annual charge be less than £16,000. 
All this is the res effort effort which 
finds the more to do the more it does. Of the whole 
one hundred and thirty-nine places of worship, only one 
is State-endowed,”’ 


* 
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Tun Gnaix Marxets.—The arrivals of foreign grain 
and flour at Liverpool, during the three days ending on 
‘Thursday last, were no less than 80,000 quarters, in- 
cluding 48,334 barrels of American flour. Of Indian 
corn there were 33,279 quarters, and of Indian corn 
meal 12,487 barrels. The result of so large an impor- 
tation of the latter article has been to cause a 
very great reduction in price. Four weeks ago 
it was selling at 74s., now it is 528. per quarter, 
with every prospect of a further reduction. From 
the Cork Examiner, of Wednesday, we learn that 
the arrivals of Indian corn and other kinds of grain have 
been quite as large as those at Liverpool, From the 20th 
to the 23rd instant, seventy-two vessels had arrived in 
that port, containing about 100,000 quarters of grain 
and flour. Should our imports go on at this rate for a 
few days longer, we mav expect to see a panic in the 
grain market.—Manch ster Examiner, | 


Srepner.—A collection was made at Stepney meet- 
ing on the 27th February, on behalf of the distressed 
Irish and Scotch, amounting to £85 1s. 1d. One 
fourth of this sum has been given to the Congregational 
committee in Scotland, and the remainder divided be- 


tween the Irish Evangelical Society and the Irish 
Congregational Union. 
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DISCUSSION MEETING AT THE MECHANICS' 
INSTITUTE, SOUTHAMPTON BUILDINGS. | 


On Monday evening last, a most interesting meeting 
was held of the working-classes of London, to discuss 
the Government education measure, in the theatre of 
the London Mechanics’ Institution, Chancery-lane, 
Dr. Prick was unanimously voted to the Chair. On 
the platform we observed Messrs. J. H. Hinton, Wood- 
ward, C. Stovel, and T. Moore, ministers; with E. 
Miall, Esq., J. M. Hare, Esq., and others. 

The Cuainxax, in opening the proceedings of the 
evening, said: I have great pleasure in laying before 
you, very briefly, the views held on this matter by 
those who-shave taken this theatre for the purposes 
of the meeting. We come to give utterance to those 
opinions which we feel to be of importance, and from 


the general reception of which we anticipate large 
benefits to our fellow-countrymen [cheers]. Per- 
suaded as we are of the numerous advantages of public 
education, we are seriously alarmed by the proposals of 
Ministers, on which u vote must now soon be taken. 
We are alarmed at it, from the firm conviction that 
these proposals will be injurious to that object itself, 
and fatal to all the important interests of the community 
hear, hear], It is because we believe the character of 
education will be deteriorated, and other evils ensue, 
that we appear before you now as the opponents ot this 
measure, We are perfectly conscious that to present 
ourselves before you in a seeming opposition to 
the matter of education, is, no doubt, adapted to 
prejudice us; but we feel that in proportion as we 
are anxious for education, in‘such proportion should 
we oppose this scheme. But not only as an educational 
scheme. There are in it, and in the mode in which it 
is brought forward, grounds of objection most formi- 
dable, and which, if carried out, would render it a 
measure more injurious to liberty, and more obstructive 
to reform, whether political or social, than any measure 
which has been brought forward for the last fifty years. 
It is, therefore, as lovers of freedom, and as anxious for 
the welfare and progress of the people, that we meet it 
with hostility. For this purpose we are here now. 
‘Lhe Central Committee are anxious that the people 
should test it—that they should have an opportunity 
of bringing their views either into conflict or co-opera- 
tion, We mean fair play to all—we wish the most 
unfettered discussion, All, as intelligent Englishmen, 
are to feel themselves entitled to a free utterance of 
their opinions. Having been chosen as their chair- 
man, I shall make it my object to dothat, and deter- 
mine that which I believe to be most consistent with 
the rightfulness of the cause. The chairman then 
announced the order of proceedings, and, in conclusion, 
said: We come here respecting the judgment and 
sincerity of all; and I hope the utterance of feelings 
will be given in such a temper as best consists with our 
character as Englishmen [loud cheers], Ile then called 
on the Rev. CuARLESs Stover, Baptist minister, who 
moved— 


That, in the opinion of this meeting, the scheme of taking 
schoolmasters and monitors into the pay of the State, while 
not adapted to secure the better education of the people, is 
dangerous to civil and religious liberty. 

He said: I wish very much that the discharge of this 
duty had fallen into more uble hands. I cannot help 
feeling that there is scarcely a subject demanding a 
more profound and careful attention than the one on 
which we are met to pronounce an opinion. Education 
is unquestionably a most momentous matter ; and what- 
ever relates to its right advocacy, deserves a more care- 
ful study than almost any other topic to which the 
mind ean be directed in social affairs. Other laws may 
regulate what a man possesses in property, but education 
must determine what that man is [hear, hear]; and that 
which he is, will always determine the use he makes of 
what he possesses. Let a man be truly a man, and the 
qualifications of his manhood be well developed, and he 
will, give him fair play, and sometimes under foul play, 
make his own fortunes [cheers]. But a wrong educa. 
tion may render him incapable of using the highest 
advantages; and I feel that there is no sense in which 
the consideration of this matter is so momentous as that 
to which your chairman has already directed your 
attention. Experience determines that the education 
of the working classes of England, gives them an influ- 
ence which the highest power in the state is compelled 
to respect; and I look on the education of the people 
generally as of that moment, that it requires the same 
care which a man must take in erecting a fabric; for 
the decorations of its upper part may be dispensed with, 
but the foundation is that on which all reposes: and on 
the people of England I look as the foundation on 
which is reposed the peace, independence, and har- 
mony of all its political movements, and on which is 
is sustained the whole weight of Government [cheers]. 
The nation is what the people are, and the education of 
the people must give its character to the empire [hear, 
hear]. Such, then, being my view of the importance 
of education, itis not surprising that I should plead 
with you tor the exercise of caution—not to intimidate 
you—but to direct you in taking into consideration all 
those important facts on which must be determined the 
accuracy of your opinions, One important matter here 
is, not to dwell so much on the more circumstantial 
features of the measure itself, Looking at it as in the 
hands of the Legislature, we should consider it as be- 
Ins Capable of modification; and the answers given to 
the deputation, of which Dr. Hook formed a part, show 
a willingness on the part of Government to modify it to 
a great extent, if they could but hope to gain the con- 
currence of the people therein. The great question is, 
Whether now the people of England shall entrust the 
matter of education into the hands of Government, I 
say, let mind go tree, let Government not seek to legis- 
late for these elements, but let them keep to the preser- 


vation of the people under their care—to adjusting the 
amount of liberty which is consistent with a healthy | 


State of social existence, Consider, carefully, the pre- 
Cise state in which this question is brought before us. 


| colonies. 
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the aid of Government [hear, hear]. I have not yet 
seen the people of England brought to that prostrate 
condition; and my earnest prayer is, that I never 
shall [cheers]. The point of fact is, Government says, 
“Permit us to aid you; give us leave to take your 
education under our supervision.“ Government asks 
to educate, and the people do not ask of them to be 
educated [hear, hear]. Before we decide on the ques- 
tion, too, the nature of the case contemplated should be 
borne in mind, Every Government measure must have 
reference to some end to be met. ‘The case here—what 
is it? The Government asks to be allowed to interfere, 
to draw funds, and to appropriate those funds in refe- 
rence to a particular case; and what is surprising to me 
is, that they do not propose this with regard to the mil- 
lions of untaught—not the Caffres—not the aborigines— 
not the very destitute of our own country, who have 
been as it were transported to Canada, nor yet have 
they proposed to invent methods of education which 
shall go down to these untaught; but they want to take 
under their care and inspection those who are taught; 
and this, not at a time when there are no schools—when 
the price of education was higher—not at a time when 
the state of the country awakened a Bell and a Lancas. 
ter,—but at atime when the very benevolence roused 
by the activity of Bell and Lancaster,— when these have 
concentrated a great moral power—then Government 
says, Be kind enough to let us take it into our hands.“ 
Take this fact into your calm consideration. Then, it 
seems that these inspectors are to go through the coun- 
try, at an expense of £850 a year; and these persons 
tind such special defects in our schools, and such 
inefficiency in our teachers, that they must dees 
appeal to Government to have it done better, and this 
in the face of the fact, that the voluntary principle has 
been carried out to such a large extent in forming schools. 
The Government now says, We must have Normal 
schools, and give to your efforts a better direction, and 
make it productive of better results.“ I lay this before 
you, without expressing any opinion upon it. It ought 
to be considered, that, where a great nation—struggling 
for her liberties, — where, as in Lancashire, they walked, 
some thousands of them, rank and file, and kept in 
peace by a sense of right—that their having taken such 
a stand—when they had smashed the corn-laws—that 
then Government sends its irspectore forth. Then, 
again, we ought to consider that, admitting the conver- 
sion of these men, admitting them to be quite sincere— 
their intentions kind, and that they wish to give more 
moral worth to the people,—before we commit a further 
trust into their hands, we ought to consider the con- 
dition in which the various trusts which have been re- 
posed in them have been executed. What are these 
trusts? They have committed to them the protection 
of equal rights on behalf of their subjects. Now, let us 
look how they have discharged this duty. How far 
have they procured for India equal rights? [hear, 
hear)]—how far have they given to Africa equal rights? 
I go to Canada, and ask again, has Canada received its 
equal rights [cheers]? And I look at Ireland, and ask, 
have they secured tor her equal rights your cheers | ? 
J look at her with a bleeding heart; with her groans and 
throes and many sufferings, I have sympathized with 
her generous people, and looked on that land on which 
the sun smiles, thickened with a crop of thistles and hen- 
bane, where the population have been brought down 
to a position which is nothing more than a famine, and 
along ‘fast day“ [loud cheers]—and I ask whether 
men who have so exercised their trusts can be consist- 
ently trusted, or are to be additionally burdened with 
the task of education? [“ No, no,” aad cheers]. I 
would not be the man to overload them; let them 
first do well what they have todo, I look to the past; 
and see what has been the conduct of Government in 
reference to any of the vast treasures which have been 
left for the support of popular education [hear, hear]. 
In the reign of Edward VI. the Bluecoat-school was 
established for the use of men who could not afford to 
educate their children. What has become of that 
school? Which of you (for I have none; and it I had 
I should have no hope of getting them admitted) — 
which of you has a child there? Hundreds of pounds 
it would cost. And where has this money gone? It was 
given for popular education, and it has gone to enrich 
the aristocracy hear, hear]—and they are obliged 
to affirm, if not to swear, that they cannot afford to 
educate their children [shame, shame]. If this, then, 
has been the case in reference to Government, I look at 
them now, when they say, Let us take under our 
patronage your tutors ; let us have monitors, and give 
them a little support, —we will modify the measure, 
and make it palatable, as far as we can,’’—and Lask, 
what have they done in respect to other trusts? Ilook to 
the state of our criminal laws, our workhouse system, our 
I ask, where does this flexibility of Govern- 
ment appear? I have in my eye a half beaten man on 
the field of battle, and he says, If you please, Mr, 
Conqueror, will you let me improve your arms? you 
have almost conquered me; but allow me to sharpen 
your sword!” will the victor commit his musket 
to him? [loud cheers]. And you have half beaten an 
oppressive aristocracy, and will you commit the instru- 
ment of your victory to them? [loud cheers]. Jf you 
give it, you commit suicide; if they take it, it is the 
chance of war [laugliterl. The argument used by 
some of the friends of liberty is this: “Let Govern- 
ment educate the people ; or give us help that we may 
do it, and then the people will know beuter than to be 
enslaved.“ Let us look at this. What is the fact? 
Are not the Eton boys educated? Is there no educa- 
tion at Cambridge? do they not understand mathe- 
matics there? Are there no classics taught at Ox- 
ford? And yet is it at Oxford you vil find the 
thorough-going advocates of freedom? (hear, hear], 
Does Sir Robert Peel understand anything of reading, 
writing, and arithmetic ? and does he not know some- 
thing of elocution, too? Is the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury taught, and ‘all the bench of Bishops, and the 
clergy? Is there not as much education enjoyed by 
these as could be given to your children when the 
system. shall have been improved by Government? 


And then ask yourscives, If these men, educated as 
they are, are what they are, does it not follow that 
b from their connexion with Government they imbibe | 
No large portion of the people has risen up to implore | such immoral tendencies a5 renders the development of | firat of duties. 


their faculties an injury to the empire [cheers They 
propose to bring the tadinones of — to me Wont 
and when you see this, ask yourselves whether you wish 
to be made the subjects of such delusion. There are 
two points, to which I would particularly refer, First, 
with respect to the design of Government; I cannot help 
thinking that some are in error in reference to this. It 
does not appear to me, from the Minutes or from the 
Reports of the Inspectors, that Government intend 


cheapening education for the le,—th 
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teachers 
„Nou meet the demand for the children, ay md will 
help to meet the demand for the teachers. My im- 


pression is, that if this measure be carried out, education 
will not be cheapened, but only brought under the in- 
fluence of Government. And then, in reference to edu- 
cation itself, It does not solely consist in those arts 
which education embraces, such as reading and writing, 
What is education? It is the development of the whole 
man, What should we think of a man who had been 
taught only to use one arm, or leg, ot eye? He would 
be, after all, a cripple. You ought to seek the develop - 
ment of his whole nature, and that his moral feelings 
should be drawn out. There are two classes of educa- 
tion going on now, independent of these educational 
arts. There is the education of Rosemary-lane, Mon- 
mouth-street, and the Seven Dials; this education is 
very ane [ener ; theyare keen to observe, clever to 
accomplish, but conscience is not developed [hear, hear], 
And then there is the West-end education, in whi 

elocution and poetry, and so forth, are acquired, as in the 
case of my Lord Brougham, and yet conacience is not 
developed [laughter and cheers]. Remember that the 
character of a free man can only be developed in free- 
dom. You that are fathers, recollect that you cannot 
devolve the education of your children. You may pur- 
chase them teachers, but the character of the child 
will be 1 2 on him in his home [hear, hear], 
Well do I look back to those moments when @ mother's 
smile or a mother’s tear first stamped my life, and 
has helped to lead me through its meanderings or 
strugsles; and, unquestionably, though you may have 
help, every man is himself loaded with the charge of 
educating his own abel It is said that Govern- 
ment will educate your children in the cheapest and 
best manner? I answer, No; Government does not 
profess to give it you cheaper, and they are unable to 
give it better. Fifty years ago the cadets of Woolwich 
wanted a better education, and whence was it obtained ? 
The Government found Simpson, a poor weaver, at his 
shuttle, in Spitalfields, and his work is stamped with 
imperishable honour, He died; and where did they 
find a successor? They discovered Mutton, a poor 
farmer's boy in Berkshire; and then they wanted 
another, and they got Gregory, another poor boy, 
untaught, but self-educated [cheers]. And, my fellow- 
countrymen, be you not wanting to yourselves, and 
amongst the generous efforts of your toil will be de- 
veloped characters on which the Government will look 
with longing. Remember that what will be effected by 


‘this Government measure is the debauching of the 


mind by — bribery to work on your schools, and 
that * ence is the soil on which grows English 
virtue. There is the oak rocked by the storm and 
nourished by the dews and sunshine; when it falls we 
shall lose its shade,—but he who hews it down merits 
a great nation’s curse throughout all generations, (Mr 

Stovel resumed his seat amidst tremendous applause.) 


Mr. Woopwarp seconded the resolution. He fancied 
that in conversations he had had with working-men, 
that they were under some mistakes on this question, 
One was, the ability of our schoolmasters to teach. 
He said, let them come to the schools, and see what 
kind of education was given in them, He was sure 
that Mr. Edwards (who was on the platform) would 
say, that not having availed himself of the invitation 
which he had given him, that he did not know how 
good or wise they were; and he was prepared to say, 
such was his (Mr. Woodward's) estimate of the educa- 
tion there given, that many parents giving £60 or £70 
a year had an inferior education for their children, 
He would have been glad if Mr. Edwards and others 
would have tested it. Again, he was astonished at the 
position some took in reference to this very scheme, 

he scheme, if it had our approbation up to a certain 
point, would have our opposition because it goes no 
further, Why, every part of it would exclude the children 
of @ Socialist [no, no, and cheers]. Is it for all? It’s not 
for you. It's to be a religious education; and more 
than that, we have it from Government and from Par- 
liament, that they will not admit non-religionists to 
partake of it; and therefore he was astonished that per- 
s0ns who said they wanted a higher morality than that 
contained in the Bible could hope to have a share in it. 
Tell the Government that, and they would be excluded 
at once. Another point was, the amount of support 
the Government were prepared to give. The expense 
would be about equal to paying the interest on a loan of 
448,000,000. But Government said, they only meant 
to give £100,000, on the principle of “first come first 
served.“ The end would be disappointment. With 
these remaiks, he begged to second the resolution, 

The chairman then announced that it was now the 
proper time for any gentleman to propose an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. James Sulru, of the London Mechanics’ Institute, 
rose, and moved, as an amendment— 


That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the best means of im- 
proving the moral and social condition of the people is by a general 
extension of education; and although the voluntary system has done 
much, it has neither, nor can (with the present elements of society) 
accomplish all that is required; and that it is the duty of the Go- 
vernmeut to supply the delicieucy, 

He said: To begin with first principles, I differ entirely 
from the rev. gentleman in reference to the duties of Go- 
verument. I hold Government to have many duties to per- 
form besides keeping up a miserable police. Government 
means the Legislature, which, whether it does so truly or 
not, is said o represent you, and therefore do not be misled 
by supposing that what we mean by Government is the 
miserable clique of the aristocracy, who would plunder you. 
Whether the Legislature at present does represent the coun- 
try, I will not enter into—it is the only representation we 
have [laughter]. I hold it to be tne duty of the community, 
by the Legislature, to obtain trom association all the benefits 
of which it is capable, and education I hold to be one of the 
don’t stand on this platform to disparage 
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the exertions of the Dissenters, but I fear they are acting 
under the influence of prejudice. I am a member of a body 
which may be an off-shoot from their exertions, and there- 
fore I have a right, if they object to this measure, to call on 
them to do something better. I say it is quite impossible for 
one man or woman to control a mass of eighty children— 
there’s something required for schools which shall make 
them better than they are. I ask, what is it which 
2 efficiency to the Dissenting Sunday-schools? they 
ow it is the bringing of one cultivated mind to bear 
on a little group of eight or ten, and that the rules 
of their Union forbid a teacher taking more than a cer- 
tain number. 1 admire the Government scheme because 
it proposes to furnish schools with an immense number of 
monitors [laughter]. The great want is, that we need more 
teachers; and the great merit of the Government plan is, that 
it gives them. Mr. Ainslie, in urging his opposition, says 
that even a Socialist might have the benefit of it; but I am 
convinced that he would not say that the Socialist would 
deny that he was a non-religionist. I don’t know how to 
meet the objections started [laughter]; there’s no common 
ground on which we can stand. The rev. gentleman who 
moved the resolution wishes to confine the duties of Go- 
vernment to matters of police [no, no]. Then we are told 
that this measure would annihilate voluntary effort. These 
entlemen say, ‘‘ We will not allow of this interference, for 
t would so damp the ardour of Dissenters that they would 
no longer contribute.” Now I do not think so meanly of 
them. I have in my eye a little girl who would do well for 
a monitor; but then her father is a carpenter, and her la- 
bour is wanted at home. But then the Government offers 
its assistance, and so the difficulty is removed. And does 
any man either preach, or pray, or teach without pay? 
Does not the Bible say every labourer is worthy of his hire? 
And why inflame the passions, by talking of Government 
em es? Why, is that little girl to corrupt a whole 
village because she is paid by Government? I want. to 
know, if your neighbours are serving the State, why 
the labour should be gratuitous? If you overthrow this 
measure, what can you substitute for it? Are we still to 
have schools in which one in five of the scholars does not 
know the Rule of Three, or whose son Solomon was? I 
call on them publicly to show us a better scheme [cheers]. 


Mr. Cooper seconded the amendment. He said: It 
may seem strange that we working-men should be on this 
1 pe and opposing these reverend gentlemen. Much as 

feel grateful to them, it would be better if there was a 
little harmony between themselves as to what this scheme is. 
Mr. Ainslie tells us that it is such that Socialists may reap 
its advantages, and Mr. Woodward tells us quite the reverse. 
I am not at all in love with Whiggery, or with the Govern- 
ment; butI have faith that the Reports of the Inspectors 
are correct, and I believe that they have faithfully repre- 
sented the state of education in the country. I am asto- 
meshed that Mr. Stovel should question their accuracy. 
Why do not the gentlemen of the committee point out 
where * are in error ? then we could deal with it. I take 
it to be a fact that the state of education is deficient, both 
in quality and quantity. For a nation like Britain, it is a 
disgrace, in a land where Alfred reigned, and Milton sang, 
and Latimer was crowned with a martyr’s death foheere]” 
that thousands should be destitute of the very elements of 
knowledge. We know that reading and writing are the 
means by which the knowledge of great facts are communi- 
cated, and for that purpose we long to see the children of 
the land able to read and write. The voluntaries have done 
a great deal [cheers]. They have sacrificed their own en- 
7 poate for the sake of teaching the young; and I know 
of nothing more pleasing than to see a number of self- 
sacrificing men and women gathered together, trying to 
2 holy thoughts to their young charge [cheers]. They 

eserve all credit. But have they met theevil? No. There 
is no such thing as non-education. Vice has her schools as 
well as virtue, and they are educated by the Fagans and 
Artful Dodgers of modern society [laughter]. 1 went the 
other day to the Britannia Saloon [hear, hear], and there I 
saw hundreds of children of both sexes. I know they be- 
longed to the slave class my class—belonged to men who 
rear palaces and live in garrets—belonged to a class which 
every other class compels to be hewers of wood and drawers 
of water [cheers]. This voluntaryism cannot educate these 
children efficiently, by reason of their stunted means, not 
for want of the will [hear, hear]. And so, I am sorry to 
say, they are something like the dog in the manger [hisses] 
—they can’t do it, and they are not willing that those who 
can should [cheers and hisses]. The Government did not 
give the chance of objection. Dr. Price himself had de- 
clared that it was so fair, so just to all classes, that he could 
not find fault with it literally. No; it was the snake in the 

rass! Now, I've been looking for this snake, and cannot 

nd it: it remains for them to discover it. In speaking to 
evangelical persons, they say, It will compel us to support 
Roman Catholicism, Mohammedanism, Socialism, and all the 
other isms ; forgetting that all may, if they choose, appropri- 
ate it. As to the inspection, I cannot see why Government 
should not have proof that the public money should not be 
squandered. There is one otherargument adduced to frighten 
working-men. It is said, the plan will very likely cost two 
millions and a half, and they say, Working-men, are you 
not already taxed enough?” If these gentlemen were to 
mingle more with working-men, they would know more of 
them ; they are, thanks to the diffusion of education—thanks 
to the growth of intellect—they now begin to feel that, if 
intelligent and combined, they are the monster power of 
society. Now, will the working-class pay all this money? 
(hear, 1 By all that's great and good I would protest 
against it, if I did not think we should save it in gavis and 
prisons [loud cheers]. The causes of crime were poverty 
and ignorance combined, In the Minutes I find something 
about agricultural schools and schools of industry, and 
nothing could be so important as these. In Aberdeen, 
some years ago, there were thousands of poor destitute 
children; their parents were badly paid for their labour; 
but the people were blessed with clear-headed magistrates, 
and they said—“ These children are neglected; society has 
treated them ill; they are all God’s creatures; we will call 
them together, for— 


„ The blackest heart has signs to tell 
That God still lingers there ;”’’ 


and so they clothed them and taughtthem, and the parents 
blessed these men, and Aberdeen is now, to a great extent, 
free from crime [cheers]. Once for all, our opposition to 
these gentlemen is not factious. We do not come here“ to 
have a fling at the priests [laughter]. We want educa 
tion, and we don’t care how it is done, so long as it is done 
and done well. 

The CuairkMAN briefly explained that the spirit of the 
remarks he had made was not exactly as given by the 
speaker. 

Mr. Ect then rose and said: Fellow-workmen, I wish 
that this place had been crowded; but.one reason why it 
was not so was, from the impartiality with which the parties 
calling the meeting had acted [hear, hear]. On their bill 
was no great name; and, indeed, there were no names at 
all there, and hence it was difficult to tell what party had 
really called it, and consequently many might have been 


? 


indifferent as to attending. We are not here to consider 
whether it is the duty of the State to educate the people. 
I would have no objection to discuss with any gentleman 
that broad question, and I here throw out the challenge 
[cheers]. But we are not to consider whether the people 
should support the Government scheme. What causes the 
depression of the working classes—the poverty and igno- 
rance of the mass? I answer, the want of political rights. 
Who are our enemies in this? The privileged class. Who 
are they? The Government on one side, and the State 
clergy on the other 1 and hisses]. The enemy to an 
extension of the suffrage is an enemy to the people. And 
why are they not powerful enough to get it? Because those 
who hold votes prevent those who have none from getting 
them. Now, if it can be shown that this measure will in- 
crease Government patronage, and increase the influence 
of the State clergy, then the hope of gaining the suffrage 
will be annihilated by the scheme. These minutes are to 
be carried into execution by the inspectors. And who 
are they? For the most part, the clergy of the Church of 
England. And who are on the Committee of Privy Coun- 
cil? Itis said that Government have the power to modify 
the scheme; but the members of the Committee are not re- 
movable, and they are the dignitaries of the Church, and the 
rincipal concoctor of the scheme is their secretary, Mr. 
Kay Shuttleworth. Suppose it take effect; then between 
nine and ten thousand Church of England schools will have 
these emoluments placed at their disposal. Look at these, 
spread over the land, with all their bribes! Take any small 
country town, and at an election what will be the effect? 
Again, as soon as this money is granted, there will be an 
immense number—say 20,000 persons—come into the re- 
ception of Government pay, and be bound to that Govern- 
ment for the néxt five years [hear, hear]. Reference has 
been made to Aberdeen. But did Government do this? 
Hear, hear,“ and cheers.] No. The people set a noble 
example, and that example will be followed. Compare the 
state of education now with what it was fifty years back, and 
has it not advanced without the aid of Government ? 
eheers.] Look at France. You have a State education 
there (hear, Lear]. Under Charles X. and Louis Philippe 
has liberty progressed ? Why, sir, we could not hold such 
a meeting as the present there; before we could hold it, 
even to the extent of twenty, we must get the license of 
Government. We have State education in Prussia, and they 
have been waiting a long while for a constitution og ped be 
and now they have got it, I’m afraid they won't be able 
to work it. In Prussia, three or four years ago, the King 
thought it would do good if the people had circulating li- 
braries established. They were established ; but some books 
got in there which the King thought were of a dangerous 
tendency, and a month ago every one of these libraries was 
suppressed [hear, hear]. You may say, But we have so 
much more liberty than they. Allow me to tell you, that 
this scheme will virtually establish a censorship of the 
press. The inspectors will have the right of entry into every 
family; and do you not think that they will form their judg- 
ment by the publications they see about? [Here the time 
allotted to each speaker (twenty minutes) having expired, 
Mr. Elt resumed his seat. | 

Mr. Epwarps then came forward, and said: The last 
on had said that the cause of a want of freedom was 
their being denied political rights. But, if they were in 
possession of the franchise to-morrow, they would still be 
the slaves of those who had more knowledge than themselves. 
Mr. Woodward had invited me to visit two schools, but he 
admits now that they are under government inspection. 
The schools for the cadets at Woolwich were also under go- 
vernment control, and the argument, therefore, is on the side 
of those who say government interference is necessary. He 
then declaimed against making the Bible a class book—to 
the exclusion of others better fitted for the purpose; and 
quoted Wilberforce, who had said that a Christian who was 
such merely from tuition, had little claim to the privilege. 
It had been said that this scheme would pauperize the work- 
ing classes. It was no such thing. He would tell them 
what pauperizing them was; it was opening Ragged Schools 
where parties contribute to them, and where the parents 

ay nothing. This was the first step in degradation {no, no]. 
He chen referred to Ireland. It was the want of education 
that made her sit down torpid and dull. We are called on to 
oppose it because it does not go far o>. It has gone 
too far (hear, * ; the Government would wish to strike 
off the trammels of the church [no, no, and laughter]. Ah, 
entlemen, you are very bad politicians. Why, Pitt and Peel 
ave both felt that the Established Church has been the 
stumbling-block in their way. Sir R. Peel has done much to 
abate the influence of the Church Ino, no]. Gentlemen, 
ae say No, no;“ but I’ll be bound the Church says, 
„es, yes [laughter]. What has Government done for 
the people? pw removed the Dissenters’ disabilities, 
they gave the Catholic Emancipation Act [laughter], and 
the Dissenters’ Marriage Bill [continued laughter], and the 
Repeal of the Corn-laws [cheers and „ 

Mr. MiaLL then came forward and said: I cannot help 
being struck with the fact that poor Ireland is ill-fated; 
every person who stumbles on her case blunders. We 
are told that if Ireland were but educated we should expect 
far different eonduct from them under their present ca- 
lamity. Poor Ireland has been for about fifteen years 
under a plan of Government education [hear, hear]. It 
extends to the lowest classes of society; and we see the 
kind of education which is given by Government, and the 
end which it is morally fitted to accomplish. If ever I 
wanted to show the utter futility of it 1 should point to 
Ireland hear, hear]. The last speaker called on me to 
show how the working-classes could be pauperized by 
receiving a portion of their taxes back in the shape of educa- 
tion, and to point out the difference between the pauperism 
produced by the Voluntary system and that of the Govern- 
ment plan. I entirely differ with him, that any one is to 
be considered a pauper who receives kindness from another 
voluntarily tendered. If so, there is an end to all the re- 
finements of society. The mutual dependence of the rich on 
the poor, and the poor on the rich, the courtesies displayed 
by one class towards another, all spring out of this fun- 
damental fact, that kindness exercised by one towards 
another, virtually raises both parties in the scale of 
humanity. Itis as blessed to give as to receive, and as 
blessed to receive as to give [cheers]. I cannot, therefore, 
consider that the feeling of degradation or dependence can 
be produced by education voluntarily tendered ; and 1 do 
believe that individuals who are made in any way dependent 
on the Government of a country—who have a prize held up 
to them, for the attainment ot which their conduct is ex- 
pected to be in conformity with the wishes of that Govern- 
ment, — I say, in this case, whencesoever the money comes, 
those who are looking to this one object, and conforming 
themselves thus—these become pauperized [cheers]. I have 
been surprised at the peculiar contidence which the gentie- 
men on the other side seem to have in the interference of 
Government. I had thought that inasmuch as the working 
classes, in spite of ubstruction and without Government! aid, 
have risen in the scale of suciety, and have 80 far cultivateu 
themselves as to be able to appreciate and compare; and 
inasmuch as they have been ever opposed in the attainment 
of their rights by those who legislate—that they would 


bave looked with caution, if not suspicion, when Govern- 
ment proposes to take into their keeping the training of 
their children. Why, if they expect to upset the Estab- 
lished Church, to realize their rights, to trample on the ex- 
clusive privileges of the aristocracy, and to have a lever with 
which to overturn what depresses them, then, in what a 
terrible delusion do they suppose Lord John Russell and 
the Bishop of Exeter are! Do they suppose that Bishop 
Phillpotts, who is so delighted with the scheme, expects to 
infuse into the people a fresh spirit of liberty? No; they 
are wise in their generation [laughter]. It has been said 
that the working classes, if educated, would be most 
powerful. Yes, and they know it. They are deter- 
mined you shall not have education in your own hands 
— . What has frightened the aristocracy? They 

now well their danger. You are too well educated for 
their purposes ; * would educate you in fiddle-faddle 
8. and not in the great principles by which your 
political conduct should be guided. Take the schools 
which are said to be so defective, and how will they be 
amended? By Normal Schools? Why, these will come 
under Government control. And has it been the fact, that 
what Government undertakes has been bettered? Has not 
the Government, for three hundred years, had immense 
wealth in their hands to put forth the best and ablest re- 
ligious instructors ?—and are they such effective instructors, 
and if able, are they willing [cheers]? How many reside in 
their parishes? How many pay their working clergy? 
Depend on this,—the more money you give the Govern- 
ment, the more certain is it that they will just use that ma- 
terial to squander it [cheers]. They always have done it, 
and will do it. And then one gentleman spoke of the Go- 
vernment as identified with the people. Are we ina meet- 
ing of the working-classes, that we are to treat Government 
as the representative of the people? Ino, no, and cheers. ] 
We know from what quarter this measure comes: it 
comes from those who possess the political power, and 
are fast losing it, and so they want to educate the 

eople according to their own fashion [hear, hear]. 
I would put the meeting on their wr against the in- 
sidiousness of this scheme, which will of necessity eat like 
a canker into the heart of their love of freedom. The 
middle classes are educated ; are they, therefore, in every 
case the friends of freedom? ‘The highest classes are edu- 
cated—and do they make use of it for good? There is one 
more potential education than all your schoolmasters, and 
that is, the selfish feelings of the individual; and these 
Government stipendiaries, and those hoping to enjoy them, 
let all these be shaped into consistency with Government 
feelings and clerical desires, and in the course of one gene- 
ration you will have such a moral poison diffused, that 
every ciass, instead of demanding equal rights, will be de- 
based to put their necks under their oppressors, and deem 
— happy only to participate in the spoil [loud 
cheers]. 

Mr. SHorTER followed on the other side, amidst much 
interruption, caused by his uncourteous reference to the 
ministers on the plattorm, and in endeavouring to show 
from the Minutes, which he quoted, their great impartiality 
to all classes. 

Mr. SrovkL then briefly replied, in the most affectionate 
and eloquent manner. 

The CHAIRMAN put the amendment. Hands were 
counted, and the original resolution was declared carried 
by a large majority, and amidst loud cheering. 

A vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman, and 
the meeting separated. 


GLEANINGS. 


The Northern Whig states that Antrim is the only 


county in Ireland which has not touched a farthing of 
Government money. 


OPENING OF THE Port or BiRKENHEAD.—On Easter 
Monday the various docks and the port ot Birkenhead will 


be opened, Lord Morpeth taking part in the several cere- 
monies. 


Sheffield, Cambridge, Nottingham, and other towns, 
are projecting comprehensive public buildings, including 
post-office, reading-rooms, assembly-rooms, &c, 


NewsPaPER CHANORES.— The proprietors of the Liver- 
pool Mercury have determined to publish their newspaper 
twice a week, and to sell it for 34d. instead of 6d. 


A man who had lived much in society, said that his 


acquaintances would fill a cathedral, but that th lpi 
would hold his friends. g e pulpit 


An Oxford student joined, without invitation, a party 
dining at an inn; after dinner he boasted so much of his 
abilities that one of the party said, Vou have told us 
enough of what you can do, tell us something you cannot 


do.“ „Faith,“ said he, J cannot pay my share of the 
reckoning.’’—Atheneum. 


Several gentlemen from Whitby (says the Yorkshire 
Gazette) attended a greyhound course at Harwood Dale on 


Wednesday, when they killed the extraordinary number of 
ten hares and twenty sheep! 


WrsLxvax Conrerence For 1847.—'The Wesleyan 


Methodist Conference will be held in Liverpool this. year, 
in June or July. | 


The Morning Post is in raptures because the Inde- 
pendent chapel to be built in Manchester, for Dr. Halley's 
congregation, at a cost of £21,000, is not to be “a cheap 


brick preaching-house,” but ecclesiastically orthodox in its 
architecture, 


The New York Sun (Feb. 24) says, one house in this 
city has orders for fifteen hundred tons of provisions—such 
as beef, bacon, pork, &c.—for Ireland. 


Mr. Jabez Marriage Gibson, a Quaker, has become 
a member of the Church of Rome. Two years ago, when on 


his travels, he used to discuss religious topics with the 
Bishop of Imola, now Pope Pius IX. ' 


The Sheffield Iris raises the question, How many j ury- 
men have been perjured, because, in spite of the evidence, 
they will not send men to the gallows ? 


-Tue Causaver at Home.—It is reported the Hugh- 
endon-house and estate, in Bucks, late the property of John 
Norris, Esq., has been purchased for 436.000 by B. 
Disraeli, Esq., M. P. — Maidstone Gazette, 


The directors of the Preston and Wyre Railway have 
granted a free passage along their line to all persons going 


to Fleetwood to lecture at the Fieetwood Mechanics’ 
Institution. 


Tun Svave-trape is carried on at present to an un- 
exampled extent, chiefly in vessels built in the United 
States, and protected from search by the Star-spangled 
bauner. The English and French eruizers having no power 
of examining American vessels, they are used by all the 
blave-traders of the West Indies and South America, 
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Tue Port anp THE PuBLIsHER.—A poet was once 
asked by his publisher how many copies of his poem, then 
in sheets, he would like to have put in boards? The 
whole edition,” replied the confident author. „Humph!“ 
said the publisher, just as you please; but if you will take 
my advice, you will only have a dozen or — > Why not 
the whole?” asked the indignant poet. Because,” an- 
swered his adviser, it spoils them for waste-paper !”"— 
Fraser. 


Vulcanized India-rubber is now made use of to super- 
sede steel in the buffer springs of railway and other car- 
riages. 


There is to be s Sunday-school Conference at Liver. 
Are similar to that held last year in., Manchester, on Good 

riday. 

A Srrance Fancy ror LADIESs.—In Paris, where 
there is always a rage for something or other, it is said to be 
quite the fashion for the ladies to supply themselves with an 
apparatus for inhaling ether, and nothing pleases a Parisian 
lady better than for gentlemen to submit to be experimented 
upon.— Parisian Illustrated News. 


It has been stated that when one of her ministers 
intimated to the young Queen of Spain that the Conde de 
Montemolin might soon be found a competitor, she replied, 
that her cousin was welcome to take a throne stuffed with 
thorns, and shared by an idiot. 


La Démocratie Pacifique contains an account of the 
recent death of an official at the age of sixty-eight. The 
individual in question served as a lieutenant in the French 
army; was at Moscow, and at Waterloo was wounded in 
the shoulder and the mouth. After death, the body was 
found to be that of a woman. 


A Boy aporrep By A Wotr.—We are favoured by a 
correspondent with the following: —“ An officer of rank in 
the Indian army, writes from Ferazpoor, that a male child, 
about seven years of age, has recently been discovered by 
some police, in the den of a wolf. He cannot speak, and 
eats only raw flesh. The boy is claimed by parties who say 
they lost him four years ago, when he was three years old; 
and it is supposed that he has led a wolf's life ever since. 
The magistrates still retain possession of this strange found- 
ling, when the letter detailing these facts was written. 
Henceforth we may believe in the legend of Romulus and 
Remus.” —Jerrold’s Newspaper. 


Prorosep Great Pustic BUII DIN at SHEFFIELD. 
—Plans have been prepared by Messrs. Flockton, Lee, and 
Flockton, architects, of a most extensive edifice, which 
would be distinguished as the building of the borough,” and 
which appears to be at present under consideration of the 
council. The purposes to which it is proposed to devote it 
are manifold, comprehending, in fact, ‘‘all public pur- 
poses; but it is chiefly to consist of a hall, with standing 
room for 10,000 people, a council-hall, &c., a court of bank- 
ruptcy, stock-exchange, school of design, museum of arts, 
mechanics’ ins‘itute and athenzeum, literary and philosophi- 
cal, and various other societies’ rooms, banqueting-room, 
and numerous other rooms for public institutions. Other 
towns must look out.— Zhe Builder. 


TRIAL FOR WIFE-STEALING IN VIROINIA.— (From the 
March number of the Newcastle “ Illustrations of American 
Slavery.“) The Baltimore Visitor reports a curious trial 
which lately took place before the court of Loudoun County, 
Virginia. The following are a few of the particulars :— 
A coloured man, named Talbott, had been legally manu- 
mitted by the will of his late master; but his wife, Maria, 
who was claimed by a lady named Russell, still remained 
in slavery. They had been married, about three years pre- 
vicus, by a minister of the gospel, and with the consent 
of Maria’s mistress. Talbott—who, on his liberation, was 
compelled by the law of Virginia to leave the State—made 
two attempts, but without success, to purchase his wife, 
in order that that she might accompany him. On his 
finally leaving the State, Maria disappeared about the same 
time. They were arrested together at Washington, and 
taken back to Virginia, where the wife was restored to her 
mistress, and the husband thrown into prison, to await his 
trial at Leesburg, on the charge of stealing her. The 
prosecuting attorney brought forward Maria as a witness 
against her own husband, and read the law, which declares 
that ‘‘negroes and mulattoes, whether bond or free, al- 
though not competent witnesses againsc a white person, 
may give evidence against a person of their own colour.“ 
To the great joy of the poor woman, this attempt was over- 
ruled on the ground that she was not a freeagent. In the 
course of the proceedings, the prosecutor asserted that 
the law regards slaves not as persons but as property. He 
also took the position that there was no lawful marriage 
for slaves, and that they can make no contract that their 
owners may not annul.“ The defence was ably and feel- 
ingly conducted by three legal gentlemen, and the prisoner 
was finally acquitted; but there is every reason to believe 
that the poor man would have been convicted of wife- 
stealing, had it not been for the inability of the witnesses 
to identify him, in consequence of the darkness of the 
morning on which the escape was effected. 


— — 


Tue RepresentaTION OF KEN DAL. — Within the last 
few days, a letter has been received by Mr. R. Wilson 
from Mr. Warburton, the Member for Kendal, announc- 
ing his intention to resign his trust at the dissolution 
of the present Parliament, and retire altogether from 
public life. As he has now attained his sixty-third 
year, Mr. Warburton feels it due to his own health and 
comfort to free himself from legislative responsibilitics. 
— Kendal Paper. 


A Court or Common Councit was held on Thurs- 
day; and the report from the Committee of the whole, 
asking powers to prepare a Parliamentary bill to 
reform the Corporation, was sharply discussed; but 
ultimately the report was agreed to, by a very large 
majority. 

ConVICTION OF THE Lovongonouan Bencu.—At 
Leicester Assizes, a working man named Tyler and his 
wife orought an action against two magistrates of 
Loughborough, the Reverend John Ludley and Mr, 
Danvers, for false imprisonment; and the case was 
tried on Tuesday. It appeared that Mrs. Tyler, in a fit 
of passion, had called another woman an ugly name: 
the injured party got a warrant from the Loughborough 
magistrates, and Mrs. Tyler was brought before them ; 
they decided that they had no jurisdiction, yet ordered 
the woman to pay £1 18s. costs. She was unable to do 
80, and, in a week’s time, the magistrates sent her to 

rison. This was a totally illegal act; and after Mrs. 
Tyler had been confined for eight days, she was dis- 
charged by order of the Home Secretary, who also 
reprimanded the present defendants. As a compensa- 
tion for the mistake, the magistrates had paid into 
Court £5; the Jury found for £15 beyond this, 


— . — 


BIRT HS. 
March 17, at 20, Stepney-green, the wife of Mr. Jounn Kannepy, 
A. M., Independent minister, of a son. 
March 21, the wife of Mr. Cuaries GriFritu, chemist, Weston- 
super-Mare, of a son and heir. 


arch 21, at Montague-place, Islington, Mrs. Joun Riot HUN- 
run, of a daughter. 


March N. at Kensington, the wife of Mr. Jonn STOUGHTON, 
minister, of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES, 
March 14, by Mr. W. Tarbotton, minister, at the Independent 
2 J. Totnes, Mr. J. Stone, of Little Hempstou, to Miss Evans, 
of Totnes. 
March 18, at Union Chapel, Islington, * Mr. J. Blackburn, Inde- 
pendent minister, Mr. T. J. Yeomans to Miss Mary Horux. 
March 18, at the Baptist Chapel, Salendine Nook, near Hudders- 


field, Mr. WILLIAM Moxro, of that place, manufacturer, to Eu1za-. 


BETH, daughter of Joseph AINLEY, Esq., of Golcar, near Hudders- 
eld. 

March 21, by Mr. W. Tarbotton, minister, at the Independent 
Chapel, Totnes, Mr. FainweaTHeR, of Harberton, to Mise Neck, 
of the former place. 

March 23, at 1 Norfolk, 155 Vennemore, Baptist minis- 
ter, Mr. Gronda Hawarp, of the Manor-house, Bramfeld, Suffolk, 
to Reprcca, daughter of Mr. Howgs, of Happisburgh, in the for- 
mer county. 

March 25, at the Independent Chapel, Above-bar, Southampton, 
by the pastor, Mr. T. Adkins, Mr. Jossaen Gou.p, of Lytchett, near 
Poole, Dorset, to SARAH ANN, only daughter of the late Mr. Peter 
W ORNBLL, of Basingstoke, Hants. 

March 25, by license, at Handsworth Church, Mr. WILLIAM ALL- 
PORT, of Colmore-row, Birmingham, to Mary ELizaBeTH, only 
child of the late Adonijah Harris, Eaq., of Bath. 


DEATHS. 


March 11, at Nantbendiged, near Carmarthen, in the 59th year 


. = age, Mr. GRIFFITH GRiFFITHS, father of Mr. J. P. Griffiths, 
abden. 

March 14, after a few days’ illness, Miss Saran THompson, of 
Bridgnorth, aged 52 years. 

March 22, at Watford, deeply regretted, Mr. JoHN MITCHELL, 
builder, aged 60 = 

March 24, at Cheyne-walk, Chelsea, in the 85th year of her age, 
Hester, widow of the late Mr. Thomas CoLLyger, 

March 25, at Tonbridge Wells, Mr. BARCHAM, aged 60 years. His 
end was perfect peace. 

March 26, at Hawkes’-house, in the 24th year of her age, MARY 
ELIZABETH, youngest daughter of the late Joseph Massey, Eeq., 
Green-hill, near Burnley. 

March 26, at Bristol, Mr. THoMaS MITCHELL, many years Dis- 
senting minister at Leicester; and, for short periods, at Brigstock, 


in Northamptonshire; at Stoke Newington, London; and at Ply- 
mouth, : 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


Friday, March 26. 


BANKRUPTS. 

BEAUMONT, RICHARD, Deptford, woollen draper, April 10, May 1: 
solicitors, Messrs. Norton and Son, New-street, Bishopsgate. 

Brown, SAMUKL, ‘Trowbridge, woolen cloth manufacturer, April 
9, May 7: solicitors, Messrs. Vallance and Beioley, Old Jewry- 
chambers, London. 

CLARIDGE, FRANCIS, Pudding-lane, wine merchant, April 6, May 
7: solicitor, Mr. Walters, Basinghall-street. 

Denyer, WILLIAM, Littlehampton, plumber, April 5, May 3: o- 
licitors, Messrs. Rolfe and Edmunds, South-square, Gray's Inn ; 
and Mr. Edmunds, Worthing. 

DUTCHMAN, Hawson, Liverpool, merchant, April 7 and 27: soli- 
cicors, Messrs. Loftus and Young, New Inn, London; and Mr. J. 
Yates, jun., Liverpool. 

FRANCIS, JESSK, Holywell, Flintshire, grocer, April 12, May 3: 
solicitors, Mr. King, Furnival’s lun, London; and Mr. E. Cunnah, 
Chester, 

HALL, Isaac, Saddleworth, machine maker, April 9, May 11: so- 
licitors, Messrs. Rickards and Walker, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, Lon- 
don; and Mr. Buckley, Ashton-under-Lyne. 

HUTCHINSON, JOHN, Lloyd-square, wine merchant, April 8, May 
7: solicitors, Messrs. Lawrence and Plews, Old Jewry-chambers. 

JOHNSON, MaTTHEW, Leeda, spindle maker, April 12 and 30: so- 
licitors, Mr. Singleton, Great James-street, Bedford-row, London; 
and Messrs. E. aud J. M. Barret, Leeds. 

KITSUN, RICHARD, Cleckheaton, tow spinner, April 9, May 1: so- 
licitors, Messrs. Mitton and Co., Southampton-buildings, London; 
and Messrs. Dunning and Stawiman, Leeds. 

Scott, JEREMIAH, Leeds, share broker, April 22, May 6: solici- 
tors, Messrs. Sudlow and Co., Chancery-lane, London; and Mr. 
Naylor, Leeds. 3 
SMITH, WiILLIAM, Uttoxeter, mercer, March 30, April 27: solici- 
tors, Mr. John Cattlow, Cheadle; and Messrs. Motteram and 
Knowles, Birmingham. 

WHITE, Jamgs, Stanley, Lancashire, joiner, April 13, May 7: so- 
licitor, Messra. Johnson and Co., Temple, London; aud Mr, Snow- 
ball, Liverpool. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 
* JAMES ANDERSON, Glasgow, laceman, March 29, April 


M‘CuLLock, Greenock, cheese merchant, April 1 and 26. 


DIVIDENDS. 

John Fowler Burness, Twickenham, journeyman baker, first div. 
of lijd.; at 12, Birchin-lane, March 29, and two following Mon- 
days—Charles Pullman, Strand, hosier, first div. of 2s.; at 12, Bir- 
chin-lane, March 29, and two following Mondays—Samuel Archer, 
Rochdale, woollen manufacturer, . div. of 44d, ; at 35, George- 
street, Manchester, April 13, and any subsequent Tuesday — Thomas 
Royle, Manchester, muslin manufacturer, second div. of 3d.; at 35, 
George-street, Manchester, April 13, or any subsequent Tuesday— 
Anne Dale, Liverpool, butcher, first div. of Id.; at Eldon-cham- 
bers, South John-street, Liverpool, any Thursday—George Trimble, 
Liverpool, grocer, first div. of 6d.; at . South John- 
street, Liverpool, any ‘Thursday—Gcorge Byford, Liverpool, whole- 
sale grocer, second div. of 3d.; at Eldon-chambers, South John- 
street, Liverpool, any Thursday—Richard Cripps Lloyds, Liverpool, 
painter, first div. of ls, 7d.; at 12, Cook-street, Liverpool, any Wed- 
uesday— Joseph Fearnley, Bradford, stuff manufacturer, second div, 
of Sjd., and on subsequent proofs, 28. 81d.; at 5, Park-row, Leeds, 
any day alter April 5. 


BRITISH FUNDS, 


Wed. |Thur.; Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues, 

$percent.Consols.. 89 899 | 89) | 89 884 
DittoforAccount,... | oy 89 89, | 89 bY 800 
S percents Reduced. 8 — — — — 89 

New J] percent...... — — — — — — 

Long Annuities..... 7 — — — — 94 
Bank Noa. . . eee * — — om» — 2054 
India Stock par I dis. 3 3 — 

Exchequer Bills — 5pm | 3pm | 3pm | lpm 
India Bond | — 7 — — par 


FOREIGN FUNDS. 


Belgian 56 „„ 4% 98 Mexican eeeeee eeeeeee 21 
C ˙*˙¹1-ͥ ⅛m , EO 
Buenos Ayr ee. 43 § Portuguese 5 per cents. 1 
Columbia n 16 Ditto converted. 33 
Danis . 6 6 6 666 „ 4 Russian @eeeeeeeeeveeee 112 
Dutch 24 per cents . 567 | Spanish Active 23 
Nitto4 percente ——— 90 Ditto Passive „„ %%% „„ 20m 4 
French 3 per cents....++..| 774 Ditto Deſerred . 17 


RAILWAY SHARES, 


Birmingham & Gloucester 123 London & Croydon Trunk 21 
Black wall... | St London and Greenwich 9 
Bristol and Exeter | 76 Manchester and Leeds (110 
Eastern Counties | 20 Midland Counties |122 
Eastern Union | 98 Ditto New Shares | 35 
Edinburgh and Glaegow | 7 Manchester and Birming. | — 
Great North of England.. |2324 | Midland and Derby. | 94 
Great Western eeeeeveenene 118 Norfolk „„ „„ „„ „„ „„ „ 141 
Ditto Half 6 % % „„ 6% North British e*eeeeeeeee 35 
Ditto Fifthe . | 27 | South Eastern and Dover] 39 
Londou & North-Western. |184 J South Western Sef 
Ditto Quarter Shares..... | 21 | York and Newcastle .... | 36 
London and Brighton 6 2 % 541 York and North Midland] 87 


MARKETS. 


— 


MARK LANE, Mowpay, March 29. 
The supply of English wheat b 
ing was smaller than for some elie past; but shew 
heving been left over, the whole formed a pretty good 
factors were obliged to submit to a reduction of. 3s. to 
upon last week's geen ag and some remained unseld. 
must be written 8. to 3s, per qr. cheaper, and sales very limited 
Barley declined ls. per qr. 8, ls. to 8s. per qr. lower, Maple 
and grey peas, Se. to 4s. per qr. lower. The arrival of fore oats 
are large, and many of the vessels having few days to Aer 
ais 


were compelled to accept Is. to Ba. r. lees money, e 
tinues very unsettled in value. Fiour quite neglected. — 


9. 9. 0 
* 2 MOGs cevcccece 72 to 76 Peas, Hog. 50 to 8 


te eee 75 ee 78 a Wee ceiver 53 — 58 
White eeeeeeeeeces 70 ee 80 Bo ere. eeeeeesece 54 ee 60 
Nec. .. . . 18... 88 | Beans, Tick 46 
Flour, pe rsack (Town) 60. 65 Pigeon 58 


dae . . . . A) os (de 4 48 2 

Ma ting. 6 6 0 0 00 000 0 51 ee 54 Oata, POG ccc ccsece 30 ee 84 
Malt, Urdinary ...... 67 .. 68 Fine 35 . 39 
P (% „46 ee 79 Polan eeeeesseoses ™ . 
Rye 662 „„ „„ „„%„%6 „%„„% „6% eee ee 54 Potato eee eeeeescee 34 ee 36 
WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THE 

MARCH 26, SIX WEEKS, 

Wheat 666 %%% „% „ „6 606 „ 66060 7852. 10d. Wheat 6 „% „%%% „% „% „% 735. 8d. 
Sarley „ „ „„ 6 „ „ „ 6 66% „ „0 51 10 Barley „ 5 „ „ „ „„ „6 „6 4 
Oats „ 6 % % %% „%%% %„„%„%%%„% 31 3 Oate 6 6 „ „ 66 „ 66 06% % „%%% %„ 31 11 
ye eeeeeeeeeeeeeese 56 8 Rye eeeeeeneseeeese 3 


Beans „eee OL 11 


Beans ®eeeeeeeeeees 53 
PORS cocccccccecceces Ot 8 : 


POM cccccccccececece 56 5 


BUTCHER'S MEAT, SMITHFIRBLD, Monday, March 29, 


The numbera of home-fed beasts were considerably less than 
those exhibited on Monday last; the falling off being about one 
thousand head. This circumstance, together with an increased 
attendance of both town and country buyers, caused the beef trade 
to rule very brisk at an improvement on la-t week's quotations of 
from 4d. to 6d. per Slbe., aud at which a clearance was speedily 
effected. The general quality of the beasts was by no meaus first- 
rate. ‘There was only a limited number of sheep on sale, and which 
commanded a ready inquiry, at an improvement in value of quite 
6d. per 8ibs. From the Isle of Wight twenty lainbs came fresh to 
hand, but from other quarters the receipts of that description of 
stock were small. The lamb trade was brisk, at 4d. per dos. more 
money. The veal trade was active, at a rive in value of 4d. per 
Bibs. In pigs, the supply of which was small, a steady business 
was doing, at 2d. per Slbs, m re money. 


Price per atone of lbs. (sinkingthe offal). 


Beef ........ 38. OG. to 4s, 6d, Veal .. . 4d. to 55. 4d. 
Mutton 3 8 se 5 4 1 vu 
Lambs...... 58. 4d. ee 


HAD OF CATTL®8 AT SMITHFIELD. 


Beasts. ae Calves, Pigs, 
Friday. ee 980 6602060 2, eeeeee 104 eeeerse 320 
Monday ee 2,417 eeeece 17,080 e*ee cossee 290 


Newoatsand LeapgnnaL. Mar:ers, Monday, March 29, 
Per lbs. by the carcase, 


inferior Beef 2s. 4d. to 28. 6d, Inf. Mutton 36. 2d.to3s. 4d. 
Middlingdo 32 8 . 2 10 Mid. ditto (3 6 . 3 8 
Prime large 3 0 ..3 8 Prime ditto 3 10 4 0 
Prime mall 8 4 „ 3 6 Veal eae 
Largetork 3 4 ..4 4 Small Fork 4 6 . 410 


SEEDS, Lonpon, Monday.—Considerable anxiety has lately 
been shown by holders of red cloversecd to realize, and this morning 
there was again a good deal of pressure on the market. The opera- 
tions were altogether of a retail character, and, where sales were 
made, the turn was in favour of the buyer, lu other articles there 
was hardly anything doing, 

PROVISIONS, Lon box, Mouday.—The dealings in Irish butter 
were only to a moderate extent, as the trade confined their pur- 
chases do supply immediate wanta, and the few sales made were for 
the most part at reduced rates, and prices generally quote nominal. 
Of foreign the supply was liberal, and the demand yuod at a decline 
of about 2s. to 4s. per ot. Bacon : for singed sides the demand 
was unusually dull, and the transa tions far less than we have ever 
been accustomed to witness at this period of the season. ‘I'he quo- 
tations ruled nominally, according wo size and quality, from 74s. to 
78a. per cwt., at which few or no buyers appeared, Bale and tierce 


middles, hams, aud lard, were in slow sale, and each the turn 
cheaper. 


HOPS, Borovugu, Monday, March 29. — There have been no 
transactions in our market during the past week worthy of notice, 
and prices continue without alteration at the currency last quoted. 
Sussex pockets, 783. to 88s.; Weald of Kents, 86s. to N. ; Mid. and 
East, ditto, 95s. to 1808. 


WOOL, City, Monday.—The imports of wool into London last 
week were 489 baies, of which were from Bombay, 137 from 
Odessa, and 99 from Germany. Leeds, March 26,—No great extent 
of business has been done in foreign wouls this week, but the pros- 
pects for the spring trade appear more encouraging. ‘he transac. 
tions in British woul this week have not been large, and are limited 
to a supply of the immediate wants of the manufacturers. In prices 
we do not quote any alteration from last week's rates. 


COTTON, Liverroo., Saturday.—Cotton has this week been in 
improved demand, boch from the trade und speculators, at advance 
ing rates, the week closing with firmness at an advance of jd. to 
Id. per Ib. on last week’s quotations of American. Egypuan is 
in extensive demand, at steady prices. In Brazil some vusiness 
has been done, in Pernam for export, while Bahia aud Ma:anham 
are in limited request, without change in prices. Surat has ad- 
vanced gd. per lb., and is in fair demand. The sales of this week 
amount to $2,810 bales; including 9,300 American, 300 Egyptian, 
and 350 Surat on speculation, with 1,650 American, 1,200 Peruam, 
and 300 Surat for export. 


TALLOW, LOS box, March 29.—A very inactive demand has been 
experienced for P, X. C. on the spot, and prices are quite 3d. per 
cwt. lower than on Monday last. For forward delivery next to no- 
thing is doing. Town tallow, the supply of which is good, is in 
moderate request, at 49s. 6d. to 50a. 3d., net cash, 


HIDES, LeapextaALL.—Market hides, 64lb. to 72lb., 3d. to 34d 
per lb.; ditto, 72lb. to 80lb., 34d. to 31 d.; ditto, 80lb, to 88lb., 31d. 
tw 4d.; ditto, 881b. to 90lb., 4d. to Sd.; ditto, 9061p. to 104lb., 54d, 
to 6d.; Calf-skins, each, 48. 6d. to 6s. 9d.; Horse hides, 13s.; Lambs. 
2s. 4d. to 28. 10d.; Shearlings, ls. 6d. to 28. 


HAV, Suiru FikL » March 26,—<At per load of 36 trusses. 


Meadow... . 488 ‘76s. | Clover Hay .... .. 688, to 96s. 
Oat st . 30.5. ee 345. 


COAL EXCHANGE, March 26. 


Stewart's, 198. 6d.; Hetton’s, 00s. Od.; Braddyll’s Hetton’s, 196. 
31.; Lambton’s, 195. 3d.; West Hartley’s, 168. 3d. Ships arrived 
this week, 235 


eee 


ell —— 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


APPRENTICESHIP SOCIETY. 


A? the Half-yearly GENERAL MEETING of the 

Governors aud Members of this rrr, for n to AP - 
PRENTICE the CIIilDEN of DISSENTING MINISTERS, 
held at the Cheshunt College-rooms, Blomfield-etreet, Finsbury- 
circus, on Monday, 29th March, 1347, the Firet Four Candidates 
from the subjoined list were elected to the benefit of the Institu- 
tion :— 


Votes. Votes. 
. e % „% „% % „ „ eee 754 . * ee eeeente 105 
8. A. J ee „ „ „ „ „„ „ „ 550 D. 1 — ee — * 103 
C. M. „ % % „% „„ %%% 68 402 G. W „ % „„ „„ „„ „„ eeee 64 
A. E. P. 2 2 „ „4 „ „„ „„ 248 D. P. e 51 
eee 5 216 R * 45 
II. K. „„ 80 E. A 8. eeeeeeeeee 34 


aan 118 . 13 


GEORGE OSBORN, Chairman, 


7 
0 
8 * 


202 


Che Nonrontormtist. 


[Manch 81, 


3 — 14. 22 = — — 


— * * 


EDUCATION.—GRAVESEND AND MILTON. 


A PUBLIC MEETING will be held in the New 
School-room, at the rear of ZION CHAPEL, Windmill- 
street, on THURSDAY, 8th APRIL, for the formation of an 
INFANT DAY-SCHOOL for.that locality. The Chair to he taken 
at Seven, precisely, The attendance of the friends of the cause is 
earnestly solicited, presentatives of the Parent Society in 
London, and the Sunday-echool Union, and several ministers and 
other gentlemen are expected to address the meeting. 


—— 99 


— 


GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 


Ta SPECIAL. MEETING of the COMMITTEE 
of the East London Auxiliary Sunday-school Union, held 
on Monday, March 29th, the following resolutions were adopted :— 


1. That the discussion upon the Government education scheme, 
having taken place at an adjourned meeting of the Committee, 
whieh, though legally convened, was unknown to a large portion 
of the Committee ; this meeting, considering the extreme impor- 
tanee of the subject, deems it to be expedient that it should now be 
reconsidered. 


9. That the Government scheme of education holds out to parents 
the strongest pecuniary inducements to send their children to those 
schovls only which receive the aid and submit to the inspection of Go- 
vernment; that the great — of Protestant Dissenters will be con- 
scientiously compelled to decline the aid, and to protest against the 
interference now proposed; and that they will thus have to sustain 
an unequal competition with the schools of the Church Establish- 
ment, which will receive nearly the entire amount to be ex- 
pended. That, as the Sunday-schools of Dissenters are greatly 
dependent for their stability and success on the day-schools 
in éonnezion with them, they will sustain serious injury by 
the eperation of the proposed measure—an injury which w ll be 
rendered more cettain by the circumstance, that in the majority of 
case®, the children attending the Day-schools connected with the 
Establishment are obliged to attend either the Church or the 
Church Sunday-schools on the Sunday aleo, and are thus prevented 
attending the Bunday-schools of Dissenters—That this Committee 
do, therefore, on these grounds, geo Parliament against the pro- 
posed scheme, and recommend the various schools in the Auxiliary 


te petition likewise. 
JOHN SMITHER, 


F. J. HARTLEY, 
JOHN HOOPER, 
W. J. GOURDELIER, 


Secretaries. 


ott. _ —_— 


MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE, 


8 COTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION, 
Establighed 1837. 


Edinburgh.—14, St. Andrew-square. 
London.— 12, Moorgate-street, near the Bink, 


The NINTH ANNUAL GENERAL MFETING of the CON- 
TRIBUTORS was held at Edinburgh, ou the I 7thof February last 


CHARLES LAWSON, Eeq., in the Chair. 


The Report of the Directors congratulated the members on the 
accelerated progress of the Institution, 

During the year, 416 New Policies, assuring a sum of £191,102 
(besides Annuities, &c.) were opened; the Annual Premiums 
amounting to £5,483. 

The experience cf the Institution in regard to mortality, notwith- 
standing its general severity in the part year, continued to be most 
favourable. ‘The number of deaths was twenty-one, the amount of 
claims thereby emerging £13,000; a sum greatly below what is pro- 
vided for by the Tables on which the Premiums are founded. 

Since the commencement, 2520 Polices had been issued, covering 
Assurances to the extent of upwards of 1, 150,000. The existing 
Assurances were £984,463, and the Annual Income considerably 
exceeded £30,000. 

After adverting to the proeperous state of the Branches in London 
and Glasgow, the Report referred to the question raised at last 
General Meeting, in reference to the principle of investigation, by 
which a Surplus Fund of £30,485 was reported to have then ac- 
crued; and proceeded— at 

“As the question raised by that objection was one of principle, 
the Directors instructed the Manager to obtain the opinion of Pro- 
fessor De Morgan in 3 to it, and they now think it right to 
submit the statement of che Case, with his Opinion, at length, to 
the Contributors, aa containing a clear and satisfactory exposition 
of the principles applicable to such an investigation.” 

In his opinion, here referred to, Mr. De Morgan states, I think 
the Directors have paid due regard to prudence in the mauner of 
making the valuation, and that the terms in which the Annual 
Report is drawn up are unobjectionable.” And, after answering in 
detail the objections which had been stated, he concludes, “I hold, 
with the Directors, that the surplus is rather under than over- 


stated.“ 


(The Case and Opinion will be printed in the Report, which will 
be prepared as usual in the Jorm of a pamphlet.) 


The tame case was submitted to Mr. Griffith Davies, actuary to 
the Guardian Assurance Company, whose views also bear out the 
course which was followed by the Directors; his opinion stating 
that the method adopted by them in their printed Repert “is un- 
objectionable, and calculated to give the Contributors a faithful view 
of the affairs of the Institution. 


Mr. William James Duncan, Manager of the National Bank of 
Scotland, moved that the report be approved of, which was seconded 
by Mr. David Hector, advocate, 

Mr. John Sinclair, City-chambers, said he could not refrain from 
rising to express the gratification with which he had listened to the 

1 ust read. Being one of those who, at last meeting, had stated 
some doubts — with the investigation, he felt it would be 
improper were he not now to * the delight wich which he 
had heard that part of the report in particular which contained the 
opinion of Professor De Morgan, and which entirely removed from 
his mind, as he was sure it would have done from the mind of his 
deceased friend, Mr. Fraser, all doubts as to the correctness of the 
principle on which the investigation was made, 

The motion was then unanimously adopted. 

Thanks were voted to the directors and to the various office- 
bearers. 


SCOTTISH PROVIDENT INSTITUTION. 
MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE, BY MODERATE PREMIUMS. 
London—12, Moorgate-street. 


LONDON BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
Peter Bell, ag tang Bell, and Co.), Alderman's-walk. 
William Scott Binny, Eaq., 37, Bryanston-square, 
Thomas Fowlis, Esq., Abchurch-lane, and Guildford-street. 
William Hamilton, Esq. (Hamilton and Co.), 127, Cheapside. 
Captain Alexander Nairne (late II. E. l. C. S.). Camberwell. 
Robert Wrench, Esq. (Wrench and Sons), London- bridge. 
Medical Officer—Dr. Dick, 12, Bentinck-street. 
Solicitors—Mesars. Nicholson and Parker. 
Secretary—John R. Leifchild. 
The chief distinctive principles of this Office are ;— 
I, Very Moderate Premiums for Mutual Assurance. 


II. The whole Profits are assigned to the Assured, more equitably, 
securely, and moré beneficially, especially to Good Lives. 


The premiums may be instanced in those required to assure £100, 
with prospective share in the whole profits :— 


. ** | Age 


Payable for [ 6 d£s des de ds de 
Whole of Life, [ 15 801 18 0'2 3 


Annual Premium Ap ) Age | Age| 
for £ 40 


and onal tlemen commencing to assure at early and 
middle ages. They are thus entirely relieved of all payments when 
they have passed the prime of life, and that for Annual Fremiums 
not much exceeding those commonly charged for the whole period 
of life, 


All desirable information will be afforded by the London Secre- 
tary, by communicating with whom residents in any part of the 
kingdom can readily assure in this Office, without fines for non- 
appearance, or any extra charge whatever. 


J. R. LEIFCHILD, Secretary. 
London: 18, Moorgate-street. 


IRISH EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE RELIEF OF THE STARVING 
POOR IN IRELAND, 


HE COMMITTEE acknowledge, with great 


thankfulness, the liberal contributions which continue to be 
remitted to them for mitigating the appalling distress, whieh still 
deepens and spreads in our ill-fated aister country. The gentlemen 
composing their deputations have completed the work assigned 
them. They have witnessed many heart-rending scenes cf wretch- 
edness aud woe. They have seen, too, the unspeakable benefit 
which has already resulted from English sympathy and relief. 
Multitudes have been saved from perishing. They have, where 
practicable, organized Relief Committees, composed of trustworthy 
persons of different denominations, to whom, fn concert with the 
Agents of the Society, will be entrusted the distribution of the 
Churches’ bounty. Remittances have been, and wil] cuntinue to be 
made to such Committees, who have it in charge to examine into 
the circumstances of each case, and, with very rare exceptions, to 
administer relief in food, and not in money There is little hope 
that the calamity will abate. Months must elapse before any sup- 
ply can be derived from the soil. It is, therefore, for British Chris- 
tians to persevere in their course of benevolence, if they would save 
alive those who are still“ ready to perish.” 

THOMAS JAMES, Secretary. 
Blomfield-street, March 29, 1847. 


E , d. 
Amount already advertised ........s0.++++ 7,842 7 9 
ev. E. Parrett, Milton . . 1 0 0 
Rev. A. R. Philips and Friends, Blakeney, ad- 
ditiongal .. . „„ „ „ eee dee ee 1 2 6 
Rev. J. Harrison and Friends, Northwick.... 13 4 8 
A Friend, by Rer. T. Binne gd 5 0 0 
Roxton, by C. J. Metcalfe, Esq. ........... 24 16 0 
Rev. T. B. Sanisbury and Friends, Finching- 
fie] „ „ „% „% „%% „% „%%% %%% % „%%% % „%% teases „% „%%% „% „%% „„ 6% 30 2 0 
Rev. J. H. Hopkins and Friends, Newport, 
. 5 eee 9 0 0 
Rev. J. Hammond and Friends, Handsworth 5 0 0 
Rev. J. J. Beynox, Dorrington, Salop ...... 114 0 
Rev. G. Harris and Friends, Ringwood....., 10 10 0 
Rev. J. E. Ashby, Arundel, part of collection 5 0 0 
Rev. M. Jeula and Friends, Old Gravel-lane. 5 10 0 
Second Donation by Mr. M‘Ewen, produce of 
penny subscription 0 17 0 
Rev. G. B. Philips and Friends, Harrold, Beds 4 0 0 
Rev. J. E. Trevor and Friends, Wilton 7 28 
Rev. H. H. Harris and Friends, Workington. 7 7 0 
Rev. W. Gates and Friends, Aylesbury ...... 16 0 0 
Rev. Rebert Chamberlain and Friends, Swan- 
age 65552 2 2 „„ „„ „%%% „„ eee „46 8 15 10 
Rev. J. S. Pearsall, Andover, additional. 115 0 
Rev. S. Laid ler and Friends, Harleston 4i3 @ 
Rev. W. Thackray and Friends, Sunderland . 13 3 9 


Grosvenor-street Chapel, Manchester, by Mr. 

J. J. Sheldon 6 „„ 2440 „ %% 996—*§j—u 0 
Lower-street, Islington, additional 
From a Household at Highgate, by Rev. M. 

% W» VDDVỸͤ w, 2 17 
Farringdon Sunday-school, by Mr. P. Jackson 3 14 
By Rev. W. Jones, Bridgend :— 


oS 
qn 
80 oo 


Tabernacle, Bridgend ....... acc re. Ss 
Bethharvan, Bryn-menyn...... „ tes 
PURGE . 0 811 
—— 216 2 
Rev. W. R, Lewis and Friends, St. Neots.... 20 0 0 
Sunday-school, Tonbridge Wells, Rev. B. 
liga. „ cscs l 0 5 6 
Donation from II., by Rev. Thomas James 2 0 0 
Rev. G. R. Miall and Friends, Ullesthorpe.... 414 0 
Collected by Messrs. Allen and Pallinger, 
after Sermon, Earnley, Sussex ............ 2 3 6 
Rev. Thomas Roweon and Friends, Sandwich, 
eo RELL ͤ 0 11 0 
Rev. J. Jones and Friends, Ashton Keynes, 
Dre eee dee ee 014 0 
A Few Children of the British School, Burton- 
on-Trent 2 2 „„ „„ eee „ „„ „ „% „% „ „ „60 %%% „„ „%„% „ „6% 0 1 3 
Rev. William Griffiths and Friends, Hanaran. 
Giamorganshire ....0. wcccccees eee see &8 3 G 
Rev. J. Evans, Maendy, Lianhary .......... 0 11 2 
Rev. W. Standerwick & Friends, Broadway, 
Somerset l . 0 
Rev. G. W. Conder and ditto, Ryde, Isle of 
Wight ..... „ „e 90 0 
Mrs. Willoughby Croft, Withybrook -lodge, 
e sce cccdscscccvanccseccesevess 0 
Rev. A. C. Wright and Friends, Melbourne 
(5-6ths of collection) ....... e 45 17 6 
* An Aged Friend to the Irish’’............ 10 0 0 
Collection on the Fast-day,““ bys Rev. W. 
—. ̃ LJ ˙˙²ĩ˙¼P’ ‚f‚ r, 3 0 0 
Bethel and Siloh, near Carnarvon, Rev. D. 
. ↄ ¼ . „„ 1 3 0 
Rev. T. Greenfield and Friends, Salisbury, 
(collection on“ Fasteday ”) ) 410 0 
Moiety of second collection, made on “ Fast- 
day,“ at Paddington Chapel, Rev. J. Stratten 51 10 0 


— me — — 


STEPHENS’ CONCENTRATED AND SOLUBLE INK 
POWDERS. 

ME Proprietor of these Articles having long 
considered that it would be greatly to the convenience of 
the Public to be furnished with the chief elementary parts of Ink 
in a dry state, yet so readily soluble in water as to be fit for immedi- 
ate use, has long turned his attention to the subject. He has not 
been contented to produce a Powder containing the crude in- 
gredients of Ink, such as has hitherto been known, but he has 
aimed at producing one which, by the addition of water only, shall 
instantly and at once form an Ink fit for immediate use, and which 
shall be equal in quality to the best Liquid Ink. The following 


Preparations will be found to answer fully the above purposes: 
they consist of— 


First—A Soluble Powder for making BLACK INK of the best 
description and quality, excellent in colour, and very fluid. 


Second—A Soluble Powder for making the BLUE-BLACK 
WRITING FLUID, originally produced by the Proprietor of these 
articles, and which has been so extensively used, and so justly 
appreciated, 

Third—A Soluble Blue Powder, which makes the UNCHANGE- 
ABLE BLUE INK, and, which the Proprietor has the exclusive 
right to manufaciure by patent, 


These Powders are put up in three different sized packages: the 
smallest size may be obtained singly, or in packets containing half 
a dozen. They, as well as the next size, are so shaped (triangular) 
that, by cutting off an angle, the contents may be emptied as from 
a funnel into any glass vessel or inkholder, to be mixed with the 
requisite quantity of water, to make ink for immediate use. 


The largest size packages, No. 3, are sufficient to make a Quart. 
It has been thought that there is no necessity to make larger Pack- 
ages, as any quantity of Ink can be made from these by taking the 
requisite number of Packages fer the number of Quarts or Gallons. 

‘The convenience of the smaller Package is, that a Packet contain- 
ing half a dozen may be kept in a Writing Desk, by which the Ink- 
holder may be supplied, by emptying into it one of the Powders, 
and adding about an ounce or two table-spoonfuls of water as often 
as required. The convenience of these small Packages while travel- 
ling is very manifest, as it saves carrying about more Liquid Ink 
than is required for present use. 


The next size Package, No. 2, contains sufficient to make Half-a- 
pint of Ink at once; and as half-a-pint of Ink, with the bottle, will 
weigh at least Sixty times the weight of the Powder ne essary to 
make that quantity, its convenience, even for carrying in the 

deket, is something; and when it is considered, that to put it 
nto a bottle, and pour water to it, is not more trouble than to draw 
a cork from a bottle, its advantage on many occasions is very ap- 


rent. 
Pet he Black Ink is sold in Packages at Id., 6d., and Is. 6d, each. 
The smallest size is usually put up in Packages containing six in 
each, at 6d. per Packet. 

The Blue-Black, aud the Unchangeable Blue, iu Packages at IId., 
od., ard 23. each. 

A Liberal Discount to the Trade and to Shippers. 


Prepared and sold by HENRY STEPHENS, Inventor and Pro- 
79 of the Writin Fluids, 51, Stamſord-street, Blackfriars-road, 
ndon; and by all Booksellers and Stationers throughout the 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 
BY 
JOHN JOHNSTONE, 
26, PATERNOSTER-ROW, LONDON; and EDINBURGH, 


— 


IRST IMPRESSIONS OF ENGLAND and it 
: PEOPLE. By Hvou Miter, Author of “The Old Red 
Sandstone.” Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. 


COMMERCIAL and INDUSTRIAL MAP of 
ENGLAND, WALES, and Part of SCOTLAND; showing the 
Lines of Railway completed and in progress. 6 ft. by 4 ft. 9 in 
Morocco case, 528. 6d. 


RAILWAY MAP of ENGLAND and SCOT- 
LAND. 32 in. by 21 in. Case, 5s. 


RAILWAY MAP of SCOTLAND. 235 in. by 21 


in. Case, 4s. 


THE MODERN THEME; or, Education the 


8 Right and the Nation's Glory. Foolscap 8vo, 38. 6d. cloth 
Ard. 


THE BANNER of the COVENANT. By the 
Rev. R. Simpson. Demy 18m, 3s. 6d. cloth. 


THE WIDOWER’S COUNSELLOR and COM- 


FORTER. By the Rev. N. Rowton. With Preface by the Rev. 
JOHN ANGELL James. Feolscap 8v9, 2s. 6d. cloth. 


THE CHRISTIAN TREASURY. Volume for 
1846. Royal 8vo, 5s. 6d. cloth boards. 


Jonx JoHNsTONE, Agent for the Free Bible Press Company, 26, 


Paternoster-row, Londou (R. Theobald, Manager); and 15, Princess 
street, Edinburgh. 


CHRISTIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT 
| SOCIETY, 
Enrolled pursuant to Act ot Parliament. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rev. James Sherman. 
Joseph Tritton, Esq. 


TREASURER. 
Samuel Morley, Esq. 

This Society assures to Ministers, Members of Churches, and 
others upon Tables computed from the results o. 4,000 Societies, 
and conferring double the advantages usually offered, Relief in 
Sickness, Annuities commencing at 60, 65, or 70, Sums at Death, 
1 Endowments for Adults and Children. Females are admis- 
sible. 

The Society’s operations are extending by means of Local 
Branches in several important towns in the Kingdom. 

Assurances may be effected daily. The general Medical Officer 
may be consulted at three o’clock, at the office, daily. Pro- 
spectuss, Rules, Tables, and Proposals, may be had at the office, 
or, for twelve stamps, will be sent through the post. 


CHARLES BURLS, jun., Seeretary. 
29, Bridge-street, Blackfriars. 


— 


Rev. John Campbell, D. D. 
Joshua Field, Esq., F. R. 8. 


THE BOOK OF JOB. 
Published this day, price 28. 6d., cloth, Vol. I. of 
34 RNES' NOTES, Critical, Illustrative, and 


1 Practical, of the Book of Job. With numerous Illustrations. 
Edited by the Rev. Joux Cummina, D. D. 


Vol. II., completing the Work, will be ready in a month. 
To be followed by 
BARNES’ NOTES ON ISAIAH, 
In Three Volumes, with Illustrations. 
London: GEORE ROUTLRDGR, 36, Soho- square. 
Where may be had, uniform with the above, 


BARNES’ NOTES on the NEW TESTAMENT, 


ee Volumes, price 28. 6d. each; or bound in Five Volumes, 
price 18s, 


— — ——— —— — — 


FAMINE IN IRELAND. 
HE COMMITTEE of the CONGREGATIONAL 


UNION of IRELAND return their most respectful and grate- 
ful thanks to those friends in England and Wales who have so 
generously and liberally responded to their appeals on behalf of the 
famishing poor of Ireland. The agents of the Union are now ac- 
tively engaged in the judicious distribution of the sums placed at 
their disposal. Wherever it is practicable, they administer relief 
in food rather than in money; and, by the aid of British benevo- 
lence, they are enabled not only to feed the hungry, but also to 
clothe the naked, large quantities of clothing having been forwarded 
to them from various parts of England. 

‘The Committee regret to state, that the sympathy and aid which 
they have already so largely and liberally shared will require to be 
generously continued for several months to come. The ravages of 
famine, and disease, and death, are extending with frightful ra- 
pidity. The people are dying in thousands; and the fearful state 
of things which was, till late y, chiefly confined to the west and 
south-west of Ireland, is now becoming general. The province of 
Ulster, which, owing to its tenant right, its linen trade, and its in- 
dustrious Protestant population, has always become the Goshen of 
Ireland, is now involved in the general calamity. The linen manu- 
facture is at a stand; and, as there are no public works in that pro- 
vince, the people are dying of starvation. The Committee would, 
therefore, respectfully and earnestly entreat the friends of humanity 
in Englapd to continue to furnish them with the means of saving 


trom death the thousands who, without immediate relief, must in- 
evitably perish. 


— 
— rt. 


E 8. d. 
Amount already acknowledged. . . 2,630 11 54 


Crescent Chapel, Liverpool, per Rev. John 


UE bcd cake ͤ k ches cisnwes „ 
Stourbridge, Rev. J. Richards . 30 0 0 
Gro-venor-street Chapel, Manchester, Rev. 

Richard Fletcher ........ „ 


0 
Heckmondwicke, Rev. Henry Bean „„ OL 8.6 
Hellensburgh, Rev. G. Wardlaw ........... a 
Thame, Rev. Isaac Dox sey 418 0 
Islington Chapel, Rev. B. S. Hollis, per United 

Relief Association C 30 0 

Sums acknowledged at the Patriot oflice:— 

Rev. James Baker and Friends, Crediton, 


ME cad mx ⁊ xx ̃ sexi 0 15 0 
Nev. S. Morel and Friends, Little Baddow, Es- 
sex, molety....... 8 8 3 8 1 3 


TIMOTHY TURNER, Royal Bank, Treasurer. 
WILLIAM URWICK, Joint Secretary. 


rENUE ATRAPILATORY, OR LIQUID HAIR 

DYE; the only dye that really answers for all colours, and 

does not require re-doing but as the hair grows, as it never fades 

a acquires that unnatural red or purple tint common to all other 
yes. 

BOTANIC WATER and BEAR’S GREASE.— 
When the hair is becoming thin and falling off, the only effectual 
remedy besides shaving the head is the use of the two above-named 
articles, applied alternately—the botanic water to cleanse the roots 
from scurf, and as a stimulant, and the bear’s grease as a nourisher. 


THE NEW TOOTH-PICK BRUSH, thoroughly 
cleansing between the teeth, when used up and down, and polishing 


the surface when used crossways. The hair warranted never to 
come out. 


THE UNION and TRIPLE HAIR-BRUSHES. 


matt DOUBLE ANTI-PRESSURE NAIL- 
USH, 


THE MEDIUM SHAVING-BRUSH. 
THE RAILWAY STROP and POWDER. 


The above new and elegant articles, in addition to a very exten- 
sive assortment of beautiful PERFUMES, are the sole MANU- 


FACTURES and INVENTIONS of Messrs, ROSS and SONS, 119 


and 120, Bishopegate-street, London. 
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The Nontonformist. 
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APPROVED EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 
M. ELLIS’S YOUNG LADIES’ READER; 
eri 


th obervations on Reading aloud, and remarks prefixed to 
the divisions of the Work. Feap. 8vo, 4s. 6d. cloth. 


GAULTIER’S FAMILIAR GEOGRAPHY. — 
Eleventh Edition. 3s., cloth. 


LE BABILLARD; an amusing Introduction to 


the French Language, Fourth Edition. Sixteen Plates. 28., cloth. 


LOVECHILD’S CHILDS’ GRAMMAR. Forty- 
first Edition. Price 9d., cloth. 


BUTLER’S OUTLINE MAPS AND KEY; a 


Geographical and Biographical Exercise, with a set of Coloured 

Outline Mape. Twenty-sitth Edition. Price 4s. 

GRANT AND GRIFFITH, Successors to J. Harris, corner of St. Paul's 
Church-yard. 


es —-  —_ 


NEW BIOGRAPHICAL CLASS-BOOK. 
TR MODERN BRITISH PLUTARCH ; or, 


Lives of Men distinguished in the Recent History of our 
Country for their Talents, Virtues, or Achievements. By Dr. W. C. 
TaYLoR. IAmo, price 66. cloth. 


“A work which will be welcomed in any circle of intelligent 
young persons.” — British Quarterly Review. 

“The design and execution of the work are good. It supplies 
what has long been needed, and may be advantageously used in the 
training of our young people.” == Kelectic Review. 


Grant and GrifFitH (Successors to J. Harris), Corner of St. 
Paul’s Churchyard. 


* 


This day is published, price Is. 6d., 
BREF MEMOIR of JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY. 


By JOHN ALEXANDER, Minister of Princes-street Chapel. 
With a Lithog-aphic Portrait by Lane, after Richard’s celebrated 
picture. 


Norwich: J. Firetcuer. London: C. Giur. N 


* 


Lately published, in one volume, 8vo, cloth, 8s. 6d., 


TREATISE on the PHYSICAL CAUSE of the 
DEATH of CHRIST, and its Relation to the Principles and 
Practice of Christianity. By WILLIAM Stroup, M.D. 


London: HAMILTON, ADAMs, and Co. 


Important Work by the late J. J. Gurney, 


USEYISM TRACED TO ITS ROOT; being 


the People's Edition of the Papal and Hierarchical Systems 
compared with the Religion of the New Testament. Price One 
Shilling. 
It is — important to get the above valuable work into early 
and extensive circulation ; and to meet the views of those who may 
be disposed gratuitously to circulate it, the Publisher is autho- 
rized to offer Twenty-flve copies for 20s. The werk is peculiarly 
adapted for presentation to miniaters of various denominations. 


— ~~ 


Just published, 318 pp., price 35. 6d., 
A SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY. By James 


CoRNWELL. 


The plan of Mr. Cornwell’s ‘Geography’ is entirely original. 
We confidently recommend it to parente and teachers.”—Douglas 
Jerrold. 

„Without exception the best book of its class we have seen. We 
recommend its immediate adoption by all public and private 
teachers.“ —. tlas. 


London: SIMPKIN and Co.; HAMILTON and Co. 


PRICE ONE PENNY, 
Just published, 
HE PARAMOUNT DUTY OF THE AGE; an 


Address to Dissenters, pointing out how the Government 
Scheme of Education may be effectually defeated. 


HOULSTON and STONEMAN, Paternoster-row. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS TRACT 
SOCIETY. 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 
HE LIFE of RAMON MONSALVATGE, a 
Converted Spanish Monk of the Order of Capuchins. With 


an Introduction by the Rev. R. Bairp, D.D. 18mo, ls. cloth 
boards; ls. 6d. half-bound. 


THE YOUNG BOTANISTS. Frontispiece and 
Engravings. 18mo, ls. cloth; 28. half-bound morocco. 


THE TRIUMPH of TRUTH; or, Henry and his 
Sister. 18mo, Is. 6d. cloth boards; 2s. half-bound. 


HISTORY of ANCIENT and MODERN JE- 


RUSALEM. By Dr. Kirro. Two Parts in One Volume. With 
Frontispiece. Is. 6d. cloth boards, giit. 


THE SOLAR SYSTEM. By T. Dick, LL. . 


The Two Parts in One Volume. Frontispiece, Is. 6d. cloth boards, 
gilt. 


D’AUBIGNE’S HISTORY of the REFORMA- 


TION. New and very cheap Edition. In demy 8vo. The Four 
Volumes in One, beautifully printed by Messrs. Oliver and Boyd, 
with an entirely new and clear type, on good paper. ‘The first three 
Parts revised by Dr. D’Aubigné, with new Preface, and numerous 


Additions not to be found in any other Translation; the Fourth 


Part being the English original, With Autograph of Author. 6s. 
in cloth boards; or, in two volumes, 78. cloth boards. 


[The Library Edition, in 4 vols,, price 148. boards, post 8vo, is 
also on sale.] | 3 
CONSOLATION in LIFE and DEATH. By 


Owen STOCKTON, A.D. 1681. 18mo, Is. boards, Is. 6d. half-bound. 


ANCIENT DEVOTIONAL POETRY. Now 


first published from a Manuscript of the Sixteenth or Seventeenth 
Century. Printed in two colours, on tinted paper, with lithographic 


fac-similes of the original Manuscript. Small 4to, 6s. 6d. elegantly 
bound in cloth. 


THE EXCELLENT WOMAN, as described in 


the Book of Proverbs, Chap. xxxi, 16mo, square. With Twenty- 
four Steel Engravings, 38. extra boards, gilt. 


THE CHRISTIAN HARP. 16mo, square, with 


an Engraved Steel ‘litle-page. 23. extra boards. 


THE SEAMAN and his FAMILY; or, Storms 


and Sunshine. IX mo, with Frontispiece, ls. 6d. boards. 


PASTORAL ADDRESSES. By J. A. James. 


A New Edition. In 3 vols. Is. cloth boards, each vol. 


THE WRITINGS of the DOCTRINAL PURI- 
TANS and DIVINES of the SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 
Vol, VII.— Dr. JOUN OWEN on INDWELLING SIN, and on 


the MORTIFICATION of SIN in BELIEVERS. Is. 4d. neat 
cloth boards. 


Vol. VIIL--FLAVEL’S TREATISES on the DIVINE CON- 
DUCT; or, the Mystery of Providence; and, ASAINT INDELD. 
Is. 4d. neat cloth boards. 


THE MONTHLY VOLUME; containing 192 


Pages, in good type. 6d. fancy paper covers; 10d. cloth beards, 
gut edges, 


BLIGHTS of the WHEAT. ny the Rev. E. Stpnry, M.A. 


PHILOSOPHY of the PLAN of SALVATION, 

MAN, in his PHYSICAL, INTELLECTUAL, and MORAL RE. 
LATIONS, By W. NEWSUAM, Esq. 

Romane Nes By Dr. Krrro. 
avi ( JRUSALEM, By Dr. Kirtto. 
THE LIFE of CYRUs. / 


sel er ostTORY, 56, Paternoster-row, London; and sold by the Book- 


| 
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Just published, Vol. I., price 18. 6d.; or in eloth lettered, 28., 


HR HISTORY of the REVIVAL and PRO- 
GRESS of INDEPENDENCY in ENGLAND. By the Rev. 


J. FuetTcuer, Editor of the “Select Works and Memoirs of the | 
late Dr. Fletcher,“ &e., &c. 


MEMOIR of the Rev. T. S. M‘KEAN, Mission- 


ux at Tahiti, who was shot during an Engagement between |. 


the Natives and the French. By the Rev. J. A. MiLterR, of New 
Court Chapel, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, With an Introduction by the 
Rev. A. TipMAN, Foreign: Secretary of the London Missionary So- 
ciety. 


The profits arising from the sale of the Work will be given to the 
bereaved Widow and fatherless Children of the deceased, 


Early in April will be published, in foolscap 8vo, cloth lettered, 
HRISTIAN PRIVILEGES. _ By the 


Rev. ‘Tuomas Lewis, of Union Chapel, Islington. 


In the Press, and wi'l be publ shed early in April, in One 
Volume, post &vo, 


HE FOOTSTEPS of MESSIAH. A Review of 


Passages in the History of Jesus Christ. By Rev. W. Laask, 


South Seas, 


Author of Our Era,” “ The Evidences of Grace,“ &c., Se. 


This day is published, in one handsome volume, post 8vo, cloth : 
lettered, price s., 


HE GERMAN REFORMATION OF THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY; or, a Sketch of the Rise, Pro- 
gress, and present Po-ition of those who have recently separated 
themselves from the Church of Rome; with a Short Notice of the 
State of Protestantism in Prussia, Austria, Bavaria, and the Prus- 


sian Baltic Provinces. By the German Correspondent of the“ Con- 
tinental Echo.“ 


„It will afford us sincere pleasure to see this work a companion 
to every edition—ay, to every copy—of D’Aubigné’s History of 
the Reformation.’ ”— Manchester Times. 


In 18mo, cloth lettered, price 3s., 


SYESLEYAN HYMNOLOGY;; or, a Companion 


to the Wesleyan Hymn-book: comprising Remarks, critical, 
explanatory, and cautionary, designed to promote the more profil- 
able use of the Volume. By the Rev. W. P. Buraess, Wesleyan 
Minister. Second Edition, revised and enlarged, with an Appendix. 


This day is published, in one vol. 8vo, cloth lettered, price 5s., 


UTOBIOGRAPHY of the late Rev. WILLIAM 
JONES, M. A., Author of“ Ecclesiastical History,” &c., Ke. 
Edited by his Sox. 

„To libraries, mechanics’ institutes, and enterprising students, 
we would cordially recommend Jones's autobiography, replete with 
interest, instruction, and cncouragement ' —. Manchester Times. 

This day is published, in one volume, post 8vo, cloth lettered, 

price 6s., 
ATRISTIC EVENINGS. Ry the Rev 
JOHN Birt, Author of “A Summary of the Principles and 
Aistory of Popery.” 


This day is published, in one volume, post 8vo, price 8s. 6d., 


TAE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE; its Origin 


and Development: containing Personal Notices of its Distin- 


guished Friends in Europe and Awerica, By J. W. Massir, D. D., 


NI. R. I. A., Author of “ Continental India,” „ Recollections of a 

Tour,“ &c., &e. 

In one haüdsome volume, 8vo, with a beautiful Portrait, &e., cloth 
lettered, price 128., 


MEMOIR of the LIFE and CHARACTER of 
THOMAS WILSON, Esq., Treasurer of Highbury College. 
By his Sox. Containing, also, copious Notices of Mr. Wilson, by 


the Rev. Dr. PHILIP, of Cape Town ; and the Rev. J. A. JAuks, of 
Birmingham. 


„This is real biography—a history of things done—a record of 
facts. Llere the excellent man will continue to speak for Go. aud 
for truth for ages to come. , . The volume is one of great 
worth, and forms a most important addition to our religious bio- 
graphy. . It must be read, and it will be read very exten- 
sively throughout the Christian church, and, by all competent per- 
sons, be judged a precious record of Christian excellence, which 
does the highest credit to the talents and discretion of the filial 
biographer.’—Christian Vitness. 

We have read the memoir with unmingled delight. It is all we 
could have wished. A work full of information, yet not too full to 
be in every point highly interesting. A delicate and difficult task 
has been wisely executed.“ - Scott Congregational Magaaine, 

„„The biographer has performed his task with literary ability, as 
well as with filial reverence and love.”— Watchman. 


Cheap Edition.—Fifth Thousand. 


Now ready, with beautiful fuil-length Portrait, &., price 3s., or the 
Library Edition, in 8vo, cloth, price 12s., 


IHE LIFE of the REV. JOIN WILLIAMS, 
Missionary to Polynesia. Compiled from his Journals, Cor- 
respondence, and other Authentic Sources, Uy the Rev. E. PRowr, 


Forty-first Thousand,—Beautifully Illustrated, price 28. 6d., or post 


8vo, cloth, 8s., 
NARRATIVE OF MISSIONARY ENTER. 
“A PRISES in the SOUTIT SEA ISLANDS, with Remarks upon 
the Natural History of the Islands, Origin, Languages, Traditions, 


and Usages of the Inhabitants. By the Rev. Joun Witutams, 


Fifteenth Thousand.—Beantifully Hlustrated. Cheap Edition, 
price 33.; or the Library Edition, cloth, 12:., 


ISSIONARY LABOURS AND SCENES IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. By the Rev, Rona r Morrar, 


Twenty-three Years an Agent of the London Missionary Society in 

that Continent. 

Cheap Edition. In foolscap Svo, the Third Edition, with Portrait, 
cloth lettered, price 6s., 


WIE MARTYR OF ERROMANGA; or, The 
Philosophy of Missions, illustrated from the Labours, Death, 

and Character of the late Rev. JOHN WILLIAMS, By the Rev. 
Joux CAMPBELL, D. D. ; 

„Never before has the Missionary enterprise been placed in such 
a variety of commanding and all-subduing aspects,”—rangelical 
Magazine. 

This day is published, in One Vol., foolseap 8vo, cloth lettered, 

price 4s. 6d., 


N EMOIR OF THE REV. SAMUEL DYER, 


Missionary to the Chinese. By the Rev. Evan Davies, 
author of “China and her Spiritual Clai. s.’”’ 


APPEAL ON BEHALF OF POMARE AND THE TAUITIANS, 
THE ISLAND QUEEN; a Missionary Poem. 


By Mrs. Etuis, Author of ‘The Women of England,” 
** Sons of the Soil,” &e. 


„We deem this the most earnest, direct, and powerful of all Mrs, 
Ellis’s poetieal productions, and are confident that wherever it is 
read it will call forth deep responsive emotions, and be (he tmeans of 
doing good of the highest order.! Biblical Keri, 


Just published, in post Svo, cloth lettered, price 9s,, 


1 ECOLLECTIONS of a TOUR. <A Summer 

Ramble in Belgium, Germany, and Switzerland, including 
Sketches of the Minor States of Germany, the fatherland of the 
Reformation, Modern Reform in Continental Churches, aud 
the Condition of the Dispersed Jews. By the Rev. J. W. 
Massig, D. D. 


“It will henceforth be a choice companion to those who shall 
travel the sime regions, and form a most interesting and valuable 
zubstitute for such travel to those who can spare neither the time 


1 


i tive. 


nor the money.”—Chrislian Witness. 
Second Thousand. In foolscap Svo, cloth lettered, 23.—bound in 


silk, 3s., 
T ESSONS of LIFE and DEATH; a Memorial 
of Sarah Ball, By ELIAZABETU Ritcuis, | 


| and Foreign Ornamental Vases, Pazzus, &c. 


— — —uv—i — — — Nͤ— . 
Moe cannot too strongly recommend the volume.“ - Heme Mis- 
sionary Magazine, 


Second Thousand. In foolseap do, cloth, beautifully Illus - 
trated price, 46., 


| HE MISSIONARY'S REWARD; or, the Suc" 


In a few days will be published, in foolscap 8vo, | 


cess of the Gospel in the Pacific. 
Keq., her Britannic Majesty's Ce 
With an Introdu 


By Grone Parirenarns 
ynsul at the Navigator's Islands, 

ction by the Rev. Jou Avant! 
JAMKS. 


Recently published, in foolseap 8vo, cloth lettered, price 48. 
[MEMOIRS of MRS. LOUISA MUNDY,” of 


the London Missionary Society's Mission at Chinsurah 
Bengal. With Extracts from her Diary and Letters, By her 
HusBAND. 


„A deeply-inte:esting book, epg ese | the profoundeat ety 
and the most energetic and untiring devotion to the cause of Mis. 
sions, The Memoir of this gifted and holy woman, would not be 


: too highly honoured if priuted in letters of gold.“ — Manchester 


Times. 


TEU THREE KINGDOMS, with an All 


ry. 
A Book for the Young. In foolscap 8vo, cloth lettered, 
“The plan of the work indicates no small share of — 
skill and penetration; the illustrations are both striking and ape 
propriate, Under the notion of three kingdoms, we have presented 
to our contemplation a correct view of the government of God 
of the usurped dominion of Satan, and of the triumphant rule of 
Messiah the Prince, The tendency of the volume is excellent, and 
its spirit eminently in accordance with the mind of Christ.“ — 
kvangelical Magazine, 


London: Joun Snow, 35, Paternoster-row. 


— — — — —— — Zñ— — — — * * 


— — 


FREE BIBLE PRESS COMPANY'S WAREHOUSE 
53, PATERNOSTER-ROW, LONDON, 


1 1. THOMSON and CO., Bible Publishers, 
Be lave for SALE at their Warehouse, As above, the undere 
mentioned EDITIONS of the SCRIPTURKS, in a great variety 
of Bindings, and at unprecedentedly low prices: 
BIBLES, 

Family or Palpit Bible, royal quarto, pica type, with Brown’s 
Marginal References, and Patterson’s Notes. (Also,with Map 
of Palestine, and Forty-two Steel Engravings, illustrative of 
Scripture Characters, History, &o) 

Demy Octavo Bible, small pica type. 

Royal Octavo Reference Bible, sinall pica type. 

School Bible, Imo, nonpareil type. 

Nonpareil emo Bible, with the Translators’ various readings. 

Pocket Bible, 84mo, ruby type. Also, with Four Ooloured 


Maps. 

Pocket Bible, 24mo, pearl type. Aleo, with Four Coloured 
Maps. 

Reference Pocket Bible, 16mo, pearl type; a very beautiful and 


useful book, containing many thousand references, Aleo, 
with Eight Coloured Maps, 


TESTAMENTS. 
Pocket Testament, 48ino, diamond type, long lines, 
Pocket Testament, 32mo, pearl type. 
School Testament, IS mo, minion type, 
School Testament, l2mo, brevier type. 
Demy Octavo Testament, small pica type, for the use of the 
aged, 
: Any of the above may be had with Scoteh Pealms, 


—ͤ— —y——ö — — 


G I. T. and Co. have just published No. XVI., price 4d., of thelr 
weekly issue of BROWN’S FAMILY BIBLE (to be completed lu 
Forty-three Numbers; or, with Steel Engraving, price 7d. Also 
Part IV. of the Monthly issue, price le, 4d.; or, with Four Steel 
Engravings, price 28. 4d. 

The books named above have been all most carefully and accu- 
rately printed at the FREE BIBLE PRESS, by Authority, and 


under the supervision of her Majesty's Printers for Seotland, 
They may be had of all Booksellers, 


London: G. L. Tuomson and Co., Bible Publishers, 58, Pater- 
noster-row, 


— — 


(RE-ISSUK,] ** 
\ ILSON’S TALES OF THE BORDERS, AND 


OF SCOTLAND, Historical, Traditionary, and Imagine 
To which is added an Illustrative Glossary, comprehending 
all the words in common use in the writings of Scott, Burns, 
Ramsey, and others, By Captain Tuomas Brown, M. W. s., 
M. P. S., M.M.G.S. 

To the heads of families, this work holds out many important 
advantages. It has been longa favourite maxim with those who 
have studied the seience of education (and the names of Johnson 
Kames, and Scott may suffice as instances taken prima obtutu 
that the most effectual mode of training the heart—the seat o 
morals--is, by stiinulating, through the medium of portrayments 
of real life, the sentiments of virtue; and there is much reason to 
fear, that the prevailing passion for imparting knowledge and 
furnishing entertainment, abstracted from any view to the fneule 
eation of morals or the improvement of the heart, may tend only 
io the aquisition of one great good at the expense ofa greater. ‘To 
all the reading public whose time or means, or both, are limited, — 
the advantages of a cheap work of this kind, entirely original, must 
be apparent; the desultory reader may find in ite pages the varied 
entertain ent of an hour; the professed new novel reader may dis- 
cover that, in the“ Border Tales,” a rational love of amusement 
may be gratified at the rate of not more than 28. 6d. for the ordinary 
novel standard of three vols. of fiction; while the common objection 
to this latter species of literature, and one proposed especially 
by those whose interest it is to guard the morals of the 
young—the ineculcation of a false sentimentality, destructive as well 
of the strength of mind which is necessary for the practice of virtue, 
as of the proper moral perceptions themselves—will be found to 
have been studiously provided against, To society at large, a work 
whose cheapness facilitates its entry into the humblest dwelling 
and whose aim is to improve while it entertains, must always be of 
importance in proportion to the success of its execution, The Tales 
are varied in every form—humorous, pathetic, traditional, historteal, 
and deseriptive—suitable to every taste and mood of mind, and not 
less guarded from the possibility of giving offence to the nicest deli- 
cacy of sentiment, than preserved from interfering with the sanc- 
tioned creeds, prejudices, and feelings of party, whether political or 
religious, its widely-extended circulation, however, forins the best 
test of its intrinsic merits, as wellas the most legitimate juatifica- 
ton of this recommendation of it to the continued patronage of the 

public, 

Of the First Edition of this Work upwards of Seventy Thousand 
copies were sold, and the Critical Notices fiom the Athenaeum, 
Literary Gazelte, aud the leading London journals, as well as the 
Piovineial press, Were Unanimous in pronouncing them the best 
Tales that had appeared since the works of Sir Walter Scott. 

This Work is now publishing in Sixpeuny Numbers, and in Parts 
at Oue Shilling, containing Sixty-four pages of letter-press, being 
thirty-two pages more than is usually given for that amount. The 
book is, alse, published in Parts at 28. (containing 128 pages), and in 
Volumes, handsomely bound in cloth, at 8s. 6d, 

Loudon: E. T. Buain and Co., 88, Fleet-street.—Agents wanted, 


LIND EIGHT POSTAGE STAMPS, and by 
ö return, ond Post flee, you will get a handsome Tea-spoon of 
G. WATSON'’s SOLID ALBATA PLATE, which is rapidly super- 


sedboy silver for all domestic ses, as it is equally West and hand- 


some as silver itself, This is the ouly solid substitute now sold; 
aid, unlike plated goods of any kind, there is nothing to wear olf, 
so that the more you rub and clean it Che better it will continue to 
look, though it should be in daily use for fifty years, Don't be 
afraid to put it to any test, and then send your order, A full cata- 
logue of prices, With patterns of every ocher article, will be encleseu 
with the Sample 8pooa.—Address, C. Watson, 41 and 42, Barbican, 
and 16, Norton-folgate, London, 


— ----- 


A PSLEY PELLATT and Co. (late Pellatt and 
Green) respectfully inform the public that, at their mannuface 
tory, Holland-street, Biackfiiars, they retail GLASS, China, and 
Earthenware, Chandeliers, Lustres, and every variety of English 
‘heir showrooms are 


equal to any in Loudon, and their stock of the most superior and 


approved description, Foreign orders and outfits executed wi 
despatch. N. B. No establishment in the City. Western 
58, Bakerestreet, Portmau-square. 


> eee 
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The Nonconkormist. 
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¶MARCOEH 31. 


THE GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION. 


HE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
appointed to aid in opposing 
THE GOVERNMENT SCHEME OF EDUCATION, 


have resolved upon CONVENING FORTHWITH, in LONDON, 


A GENERAL CONFERENCE 


of INDIVIDUALS DEPUTED by the OPPONENTS OF THE 
MEASURE. 


Further Notice will be given in a few days. 


By order of the Committee, 
F. A. COX, 
R. AINSLIE, > Secretaries, 
J. M. 1115 
Committee-room, King’s Head, Poultry, 

March 29, 1847. 


HE CENTRAL COMMITTEE formed to 
OPPOSE the GOVERNMENT SCHEME of EDUCA- 
TION, earnestly solicit the immediate aid of those friends who 
feel interested in their movements, so important to the great in- 
terests of civil liberty and of spiritual religion. They thankfully 
acknowledge the subscriptions already received; and as their ex- 
penses are necessarily heavy, they hope to receive further remit- 
tances without delay. 


ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS, 
£ , 


s. d 4 s. d 
Messers. Windeat and George Wright, Esq., 
.. ˙ 2.9 9 „„ 2 9 GY 
Rev. Robert Hamilton 1 0 0 C. Reed, Esq. ........ 2 0 0 
— Templeton, Eg... 1 0 0 H. Rutt, Esq. ........ 2 0 6 
Rev. James Rogers, for William Dukes, Esq... 1 0 0 
1,000 circulars ...... 2 0 0| Collection at Chatham 2 14 3 
Mr. James Oliver. 1 1 0 Thomas Barnes, Esq. 5 0 6 
James Dick, Esq..... 1 0 0 Mr. Smart „ 
Bi, Bs „ ee © §& eee . 18 0 
W. Rouse, Esq. ...... 1 1 0 Smaller Sum e 
Collection at Finsbury 4 0 6 Thomas Walker, Esq. 0 10 6 
William Leavers, Esq. 5 0 0 


W. A. HANKEY, Esq., Treasurer. 
SAMUEL GREEN, 
THOS, SPALDING, 
JAMES CARTER, 
Subscriptions may be paid to the account of the Finance Com- 
mittee with Messrs. Hankey, Fenchurch-street ; or to J. M. Hare, 
Committee-room, King’s Head, Poultry, to whoin it is particularly 
requested that all Post-oſfice orders may be addressed. 


{Finance Committee. 


— — —— — — —— — 


GOVERNMENT EDUCATION SCHEME. 
PUBLIC MEETING will be held at STOCK- 
WELL NEW CHAPEL, Stockwell-green, T)-MORROW 


Evening, April Ist, to petition Parliament against the alarming and 
Unconstitutional Measure of the Governinent. 


DAVID W. WIRE, Esq., 
Will take the Chair at Seven o’Clock pxecisely. 
Several Ministers and other Gentlemen will address the Meeting 


— — — — 


A T a MEETING of the MEMBERS of the 
BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION, and 
other Friends of Religious Equality, held in the Rotunda of the 
Coloured Cioth-hall, in Leeds, on Thursday, the 25th March, 1847, 
JOHN HEAPS, Esq., in the Chair, 
the following resolutions were adopted :— 


1. That having attentively considered the Minutes of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education, the friends of freedom in k religion 
and in education now present regard the proposed scheme of Go- 
vernmental Education with deep dissatisfaction and serious alarm; 
aud the apologies and vindication of the scheme recently put forth 
by the Marquis of Lansdowne and Mr, Kay Shuttleworth, clearly 
demonstrate that the dissatisfaction and alarm arise from correct 
views of the tendency of this iniquitous measure. 


Moved by the Rev. J. Peters, seconded by Mr. W. B. Hindle :— 


2. That the result of the scheme, if not crushed in its infancy, 
will be the formation of a supplementary Church Establiehment, 
which will immensely increase the power of the clergy of the Epis- 

175 of England, and bring within their influence a large 
‘people—including a considerable number of persons 
Parliamentary and Municipal votes. 


Moved by Thomas Plint, Esq.; seconded by Mr. J. Parkin:— 


3. That the scheme, when in full operation, by the creation of a 
Dumerous body of placemen, in pervading every parish in the 
kingdom, and requiring an annual revenue of two millions sterling 
to pay their salaries, would invest the Crown and the Executive, if 
in combination with the parochial clergy, with a power which might 
undermine and corrupt the great body of the people, especially in 
the extensive and populous boroughs; and if, at any time, the 
clergy should be determined to act independently of, and in oppo— 
sition to, the State, the power of the clergy would become so ex- 
cessive that it might control the Monarch and the Executive Go- 
vernment. 


Moved by the Rev. J. II. Morgan, seconded by the Rev. J. 
Tunnicliffe :— 

4. That the friends of Religious Equality now present earnestly 
deprecate the udoption of the Educational scheme by the Leyisla- 
ture, and strongly urge upon all classes of the people the duty of 
opposing its further progress by every means consistent with the 
law; and, moreover, that they should give distinct intimations to 
their Representatives in Parliament, that it is their settled deter- 
mivation from this time forth, by all peaceable and constitutional 
exertions, to seek for such alterations in the laws of the realm as 
shall separate the Church from the State, and embody religious 
equality as one of the leading principles of the Constitution of the 
United Kingdom,—being an essential foundation to the permanent 
liberty of the subject. 


Moved by J. Richardson, Esq., seconded by Mr. T. Morgan. 


— — 


W HITTINGTON CLUB, AND METRO POLI“§I 
TAN ATHENLEUM, 
Founder and First President, 
DOUGLAS JERROLD, Esq. 
N Vick-PRESIDEN TS, 3 
John Bowring, Esq., I. I.. D., M. I“. Lord John Manners, M. I'. 
C. Cowden Clarke, Esq. Joseph Mazzini, Esq. 
Mrs. Cowden Clarke. Edward Mialt, Esq, 
Charles Dickens, Esq. R. Monckton Milnes, Esq., M. P. 
G. Carr Glyn, Esq. Lord Nugent. 
R. H. Horne, Esq. Karl of Radnor. 
William Howitt, Esq. Dr. Southwood Smith. 
Mrs. Mary Howitt. Frank Stone, Esq. 
Charles Knight, Esq. Professor Edward Solly, F. R S. 
W. C. Macready, Esq. Joseph ‘Toynbee, Esq., F. R. 8. 
BANKERS, 
Messrs. Glyn, Halifax, Mills, and Co, 
TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. 

To Gentlemen residing or having a place of business £ s., d. 
within seven miles of the General Post. oflice—Sub- 
scription, Annual, payable on Ist January ..... ia a oe 

(Eutrance Fee at present £1 Is.) 
To ditto, ditto, Half-yearly, payable on Ist of Jan. 


and Let of July „„ „„ „ „„ ebe 011 0 
To Ladies within the same district—Annual,......... 010 6 

Ditto. ditto, Half-yearly .... 0 5 6 
To Members not within the above district—Gentle- 

men (Entrance Fee, 103. 6d.) irre | ae 
To ditto, ditto, o © Oo 8 


A payment in one sum, at any time, of Ten Guineas by a Gentle- 
man, or Five Guineas by a Lady, constitutes the person paying the 
same (having been duly elected) a Life Member. 


ICHARD COBDEN.—Beautiful STATUETTES, 
affording a Perfect Likeness of this Hampden of Commercial 
Freedom, are now on Sale at DEANE’s, of King William-street. 
They have been cast in Iron, at the celebrated Coalbrookdale Works, 
in Shropshire. The Price is £3 10s, each. 
GEORGE and JOHN DEANE, Agents to the Coa )brookdal 


ee , opening to the Monument, 46, King William-street, 
London- 


ridge, 


| GOVERNMENT MEASURE OF EDUCATION. 


SPECIAL MEETING of the CAMBRIDGE- 

SHIRE CENTRAL BDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE was 
held on Monday, March 22nd, at St. Andrew’s-street Chapel, Cam- 
bridge, convened by requisition to take into eonsideration the Edu- 
cational Measure now before Parliament, as developed in the Mi- 
gy of the Committee of Council, dated August and December 
ast, 

VALENTINE BELDAM, Esgq., in the Chair. 


After lengthened consideration of the proposed scheme, the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were adopted :-— 


Moved by the Rev, A. C. Wright; seconded by Mr. Foster: 


“That this Committee, having considered the plan of education 
proposed by the Government, regards it as unconstitutional in the 
manner of its introduction, as not suited to the present stage of ad- 
vancement in general education in this country, and as most unjust 
in its bearings upon the interests of those who do not belong to the 
Established church; and therefore is determined to present to the 
said plan the most strenuous opposition.“ 


Moved by the Rev. S, S. England; seconded by the Rev. J. 
Harsant :— 


That the following Petition, founded on the foregoing Resolu- 
tion, be adopted, and that it be sizned by the Chairman of this 
meeting on behalf of this Committee :— 


‘To the Right Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Ireland, ir Parliament assembled, 

‘The Petition of the Cambridgeshire Central Educational Com- 

mittee, 
»Showeth, 

‘That your petitioners have, during the last three years, been 
employed in raising funds by voluntary contributions, and aiding in 
the establishment and maintenance of schools for the children of 
the poor, on unsectarian and liberal principles, in the county of 
Cambridge. 

‘That your petitioners regard the plan which the Committee of 
Council of Education now propose to adopt, as stated in the Minutes 
of the said Committee, presented to your honourable House, with 
repugnance and alarm. 

‘That in the judgment of your petitioners the proposed scheme is 
altogether unsuitable to the present state of general education in 
this country, while its provisions, by extending Government patron- 
age and ecclesiastical influence, endanger the interests of both civil 
and religious liberty. 

‘That in the judgment of your petitioners the offensiveness of 
this measure is aggravated by the unconstitutional manner of its 
introduction, which appears to indicate a wish to withhold it from 
parliamentary discussion, 

‘Your petitioners therefore pray your honourable House not to 
consent to any grant of money for carrying into execution such a 
scheme. 

‘And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.““ 

1 _ by Mr. A. G. Brimley, seconded by the Rev. J. E. Hart- 
and :— 


“ That the-resolutions of this meeting, and the petition founded 
on them, be advertised in the following papers :—/atriot, Noncon- 
Jormist, and Cambridge Independent Press.” 


Moved by Mr G. Livett; seconded by the Rev. S. S. England :— 


„That the petition adopted by this meeting be entrusted for pre- 
sentation to J. Bright, Esq., M.P.” 


—— 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
A‘ a numerous MEETING of.the COMMITTEE 
of the BIRMINGHAM AUXILIARY to the LONDON 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, held at Ebenezer Chapel, March 24, 1847: 
JAMES JAMES, Esq., in the Chair: 
Resolved unanimously— 

That, from the knowledge we have derived from our own limited 
sphere of operation, of what is involved in the conducting of the 
business of our public institutions, we can form some conception of 
the time, labour, and anxiety which must be devoted by the Diree- 
tors of the London Missionary Society to carry out the designs and 
accomplish the objects of that great confederation, a sacrifice which 
while it entitles them to the thanks of the constituency, should nes 
cure for them the most candid consideration of their measures, and 
the kindest forbearance with any small mistakes into which the 
most sagacious conductors of human ailfairs are liable to fall. 


That, without pretending to concede to them that which they 
would be the last to claim—an absolute infallibility in all their 
measures—we declare our cordial approbation of their general 
course of procedure, as 3 by wisdom, energy, and 
promptitude, and see no ground whatever for any censure to be 


passed upon them for their conduct in reference to Tahiti, the 
Jubilee Fund, or China, 


That, having read with surprise and deep concern the groundless 
and unprovoked attack of Dr. Reed, upon his co-Directors, we now 
express to that valuable body our sympathy uncer their painful 
trial; our regret that their time and attention, so important to the 
affairs of the Society, should have been diverted to establish their 
defence against so unmerited an attack; our congratulations on the 
satisfactory and triumphant manner in which they have vindicated 
their conduct; and our unabated confidence in their wisdom, 
fidelity, and zeal, for the future management of the business of the 
Society. 

‘hat we most emphatically disapprove of the remarks of Dr. Reed 
upon the esteemed Secretaries of the Society; and especially sym- 
pathize with the Rev. A. Tidman under the ungenerous attack made 
upon him, and beg to assure him of the high esteem in which we 
hold his talents, bis taithfulness, and devotedness in the important 
post which he now fills with so much credit to himself and advan- 
tage to the Institution. 

JOUN HAMMOND, Secretary. 


— — 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. _ 


V ORCESTERSHIRE AUXILIARY. 
Resolved unanimously :— 

That we, the Members of the Auxiliary tothe London Missionary 
Society, for the county of Worcester, assembled in the city of Wor— 
cester, on this 23rd day of March, 1817, avail ourselves of this op- 
portunity to express our deep sympathy wien the Directors, and 
Secretaries of the Society in the unmerited and unsupported cen- 
sures which have been pronounced upon them in the recent publi- 
cations of Dr. Reed. 


That we desire also to convey to the Directors and Secretaries an 
assurance of our unabated confidence in the wisdom and efficiency 
with which they have generally conducted the operations of the 
Society, both at home and abroad; and that, particnlarly in the 
management of the painful and difficult case of Tahiti, in the etforts 
they have made to obtain a supply of suitable labourers to oceupy 
the inviting fields which{China presents, and in their arrangements 
in reference to the Jubilee Fund, we cannot charge them with a 
deticiency either of discretion or activity, 

That a copy of the above resolutions be forwarded to the Direc- 
tors and Secretaries, at the Mission-house, London; and that they 
be published in the Patriot and .Vonconjormist newspapers, 

GEORGE REDFORD, Chairman. 

Worcester, March 25, 1847. 


JHONOGRAPHIC INSTITUTION, No. 111, 
Strand, conducted by Messrs. BENN and HENRY PITMAN, 
(brothers to the Inventor of the Art). 


Terms for the Course of Lessons, including Seven on Phono. 
graphy, and Two on Verbatim Reporting, in which every principle 
of phonetic abbreviation is fully explained and illustrated, 

Private Tuition for the Course .........41 I 0 
Private Clanees: GiGhe si vcictoaveccecaece ® F 8 - 
Public Classes, ditto .....cecccee 


Phonography is the only practically philosophic system of writing 
in existence, and is the shortest of short-hands, 


Depot, I. Queen's Head-passage, Paternoster-cow, 


— = — — 


— — 
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aide 


| this CHARITY will be held at the LONDON TAVERN, on 
THURSDAY, the 6th of MAY next. 
The Right Hon. Lord ROBERT GROSVENOK, XI. P., 
will preside on the occasion. 


W. U. L. STRUDWICKE, sub-See. 
| Office, 32, Poultry, 


All applications to be made at the Institution, or at the Phonetic | 


a 


— — 
= —— 


—— 
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— — — 


ANTED, in a Farm-house, a GOVERNESS, 

to take charge of and instruct three children under nine 
years of age in the general routine of an English education. For 
particulars apply to T. Betts. Nethercote House, Lewknor, Oxon; 
or to Mr. H. Bradford, Thame. 


— — 


HE GENERAL LIFE AND FIRE ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY, 
(Late Dissenters’ and General), 
Empowered by Special Acts of Parliament, 3 Vict., c. 20, and 
10 Vict., c. 1. 
62, King William-street, London ; 
21, St. David-street, Edinburgh ; 
6, King-street, Queen-square, Bristol. 
Capital, One Million. 
DIRECTORS. 
S. Morton Peto, Esq. 
Thomas Piper, Esq. 
Thomas B. Simpson, Esq. 
Edward Smith, Esq. 
Hon. C. P. Villiers, M. P. 


George Bousfield, Esq. 
T. Challis, Esq., Alderman. 
Jacob G. Cope, Esq. 
John Dixon, Esq. 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. 
Richard Hollier, Esq. John Wilks, Esq. 
Cuas. Hindley, Esq., M.P. Edward Wilson, Esq. 
The LADY DAY Fire renewal Receipts are now ready, and may 
be had on application at the Head Offices of the Company, or of any 
of its Agents throughout the country. 


Inthe LIFE DEPARTMENT the Company continues to transact 
all business relating to Life Assurances, Annuities, and Famil 
Endowments, upon the most liberal terms consistent with soun 
principles and public security. 


LOANS are also granted on equitable terms to Life Assurers on 
life interests, or satisfactory personal securities, 
To all Agents, Solicitors, Auctioneers, and Surveyors, liberal al- 
lowance will be made, 
By order of the Board, 
THOMAS PRICE, Secretary. 


—— | 


ANTI-STATE-CHURCH CONFERENCE, 


A! a MEETING of MEMBERS of the CHURCH 


and CONGREGATION assembling in ARGYLE-SQUARE 
CHAPEL, Edinburgh, held on WEDNESDAY Evening, the 24th 
current: 
Rev. W. ALEXANDER, D. D., in the Chair: 


It was moved by James M'Laren, Esq., seconded by James 
Rogers, Esq. :— 

1. That this meeting, fully convinced of the unscriptural, impoli- 
tic, and unjust character of all civil establishments of religion, 
heartily agrees with the fundamental principle of the British Anti- 
state church Association, and believes it to be the only ground on 
which the civil and religious liberty of this country can be perma- 
nently based. 


Moved by Mr. John Stuart, seconded by Hugh Paton, Esq. :— 


2. That, inasmuch as the Established Churches of this country 
and its colonies are, from their influence, position, and self-interest, 
powerful organizations for their own perpetuation, this meeting 
pledges itself to support, by pecuniary contributions and otherwise, 
the British Anti-state-church Association—believing it to be the 
mostappropriate and efficient instrument for counteracting the in- 
fluence of State Churches, and for disseminating among the people 
those truths best calculated to effect the speedy aud entire dissolu- 
tion of these organizations, 


Moved by Mr. John Peterson; seconded by Mr. A. D. Camp- 
bell :— 

3. That this meeting, considering it desirable to send delegates to 

the ‘Triennial Conference of the British Anti-sta e-church Associa- 

tion, about to be held in London, request the Rev, W. L. Alexander, 


D. D., and Edward Miall, Esq., of London, to represent them in that 
Convention, 


Part III., April Ist, 1847, price Sevenpence, 
JOWITTS JOURNAL of LITERATURE and 
PROGRESS, Edited by WILLIAM and Mary Howitt. 


The Monthly Part for March contains Four splendid Engravings 
by W. Measom and J. W. LINTON :—Portrait of George Sand; 


John Pounds, the Founder of the Ragged Schools, amongst his 


Scholars; Coming Spring, a Landscape; Portrait of Jenny Lind. 

The Literary Articles are by the following writers:—John A. 
Heraud; Silverpen; R. H. Horne, author of * Orion ;” Elihu Bur- 
ritt: Abel Paynter; William Huncks, F. L. S.; Dr. Carpenter, F. R. S.; 
Hans Christian Andersen; Edward Youl; Henry F. Chorley; Goode 
win Barmby; Dr. Bowring, M. P.; Richard Howitt; Mary Gillies ; 
William Bridges; Francis Bennoch ; Mary Howitt ; William 
Howitt, &c. 

Loudon: Published for the Proprietor, at 171, Strand; and sold 
by all Booksellers. 
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This day is published, price 28. 6d., 
ECLECTIC REVIEW FOR APRIL. 


CONTENTS :— 
Pascal and the Jesuits. 
. The Works of Walter Savage Landor. 
. Hinton’s Memoir of William Kuibb. 
. Bopp’s Comparative Grammar. 
. Collins’ Book of Roxburgh Ballads. 
. The Salt Monopoly in India. 
. The Black Prophet. A Tale of Irish Famine, 
National Education—its Unconstitutional Character and 
Sectarian Tendency. &e., &c. 
In 8vo, price One Shilling, 


REASONS against GOVERNMENT INTER- 
FERENCE in EDUCATION. By an Observer of the Results of 


a Centralized system of Education during Thirteen Years’ Resi- 
dence in France. 


SHOWS ewe 


) Also, price Threepence, 
INSPECTION of SCHOOLS by the GOVERN- 
MENT. Reprinted from the Eclectic Reriew. 
Second Edition, enlarged, 5s. cloth, 
RELIGIOUS PARTIES in ENGLAND: their 
Principles, History, and Duty. By Ronkur Vaucuan, D. D. 


_“ We press it upon all our readers to peruse this book; all the 
ingenuous youth of our community will find in it a most instructive 


survey of the ecclesiastical history of their country, treated with 
| consummate judgment, the fruit of deep research, and calm philo- 


— 


in New South Wales, Xe. 


— 


| 


sophie discernment and reflection.”—Congregational Magazine. 


RELIGION and EDUCATION in AMERICA. 
By J. D. Lana, D D., Senior Minister of the Presbyterian Church 
4s. 6d. cloth. 1 
„Curious and solid information.”—Spectator, 


his book is an important one, and cannot fail, we think, to be 
successful. . It is a novelty, and an interesting novelty, to 
have these things proclaimed by a Churchman.”—Secession Mag. 
Warp and Co., 27, Paternoster- row. 


— — — — — — 
— — — 


FHE HERALD OF PEACE FOR APRIL. 
CONTENTS, 
The Army in the Church, No. II. continued. 
The Sinfulness of War demonstrated. 
The Christian Brotherhood in Holland, 
Petition against the Increase of the Estimates. 
Kiihu Burritt on an Ocean Penny Postage. No. II. 
The War Estimates for 1847. 
Peace Proceedings in France, America, and England, 
Xe., X&e., &c. 
Price 2d.; Stamped, 3d, 
London: Warp and Co., Paternoster-row ; and Peace Society, 19, 


THE NEW ASYLUM FOR INFANT ORPHANS, STAMFORD- New Broad-street. 
1 


un THIRD ANNIVERSARY DINNER of Printed by Joun Hascer, of No.3, Yorkeplace, Albion-road, Stoke 


Newington, in the county of Middlesex, at No. 4, Crane-court, 
Fleet-street, in the parish of St. Dunstan in the West, in the city 
of Londen; and published by Epwarp MiaLt, of No. 1, Bel- 
grave-place, Pufnell-p-rk, Holloway, in the county of Middlesex, 
at the office, No. 3, Whitefriars-street, Fleet-street, in the parish 


of St. Dunstan in the West, in the city of L ee 
nen 31, 1847. : y of London. — WEDNESDAY, 
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